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Our 89th Season Opener is ‘Puttin’ on the Schtick’

Kalamazoo’s Community Theatre

pening the Civic’s 89th Season on September 22nd, the Civic Auditorium will 
come alive with the wickedly inspired re-imagining of the classic Frankenstein 
story.  The New Mel Brooks’ Musical Young Frankenstein is a hilariously funny

way to kick off our new season.

Director Art Nemitz explains that Mel Brooks’ comedic style is bawdy, wild, and wacky!
This style of comic farce is not easy, especially since Young Frankenstein is also a 
satiric take-off of 1930’s Hollywood horror films.  Nemitz says, “The cast for this Civic
production is certainly up to the challenge.  Rehearsals have been a joy.  We occasionally
have to pause to get over our laughter and on with the rehearsal!”

Based on the 1974 film of the same name, Mel Brooks’ New Musical Young Frankenstein
tells the story of Frederick Frankenstein, grandson of the infamous monster-creator
Victor Frankenstein.  Frederick travels to Transylvania upon inheriting his family estate
and finally succeeds in creating a monster to rival his grandfather’s, but with some 
hilarious complications along the way.  With the help of side-kick Igor (“It’s pronounced
Eye-gor”), Inga, the buxom lab assistant, and his fiancée Elizabeth, Frederick works to
finish what his grandfather started in Transylvania long ago.

Fans of the movie will have high expectations for this production, but the Civic cast 
is up to the challenge of meeting them.  Troy A. Thrash, who plays Dr. Frederick
Frankenstein, thinks fans will be thrilled with how the musical remains true and deeply
rooted in the original movie plot.  According to Thrash, “You will be happily surprised each
time you hear in the musical, one of those classic movie lines like “Walk...this way” 
and “Nice knockers.”  You will also feel right-at-home seeing the characters, sets, and 
storylines with which you are so familiar, come to life so beautifully on the Civic stage.”

And in true musical comedy fashion, the 20-plus musical numbers add depth to the
story and characters as well as entertain.  C’mon - when was the last time you saw a
tap-dancing monster? 

And the last word from Director Nemitz?  “Leave the little kiddies at home.  Brooks’ bawdy
situations and dialogue could lead to questions parents might not be prepared to answer
quite yet!  Bring them to the Civic productions of A Midsummer Night’s Dream opening
October 20th or Disney’s The Little Mermaid, opening November 17th!”

 

Friday          September 22nd     7:30pm
Saturday      September 23rd     7:30pm *
Sunday        September 24th      2:00pm
Friday          September 29th      7:30pm •
Saturday      September 30th      7:30pm
Sunday        October 1st             2:00pm
Friday          October 6th            7:30pm
Saturday      October 7th            7:30pm
Sunday        October 8th            2:00pm

2017-2018 
Season Presenter:

Production Sponsor:

PERFORMANCE DATES:

O

FOR TICKETS VIS IT
KazooCivic.com

or call the Box Office at 269-343-1313

Book by Mel Brooks and Thomas Meehan
Music and Lyrics by Mel Brooks
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“…splashy numbers full of Borscht Belt humor, bawdy
double-entendres and plenty of dance breaks.”

– LA Times

•  Denotes ASL Interpreted performance

* Denotes Post Show Creative Conversations



ACADEMY OF THEATRE ARTS
SUMMER DANCE CLASS

SHAKESPEARE IN THE PARK
‘THE TEMPEST’

s I begin my second season with the Civic, 
it’s humbling to understand that we are 
celebrating this theatre’s 89th season!  Given

this grand legacy it makes me ponder as to why this
theatre has such a long tradition, and how the Civic 
survived for almost nine decades.

A very important part of the Civic legacy is securely
anchored in the community of Kalamazoo that has
always placed an enormous value on the arts.
Furthermore, the arts in Kalamazoo benefited from
being located half way between Detroit and Chicago. It
was a perfect stop for many theatrical road companies
on their tour. However, by the late 1920’s, the economic
downturn of the Great Depression began to emerge and
these road companies eliminated stops to cities with less than 200,000 in population.  

But Kalamazoo would not be deprived of high quality theatre in its community.  In 1929 a
small group of theatre professionals approached the Kalamazoo School District to produce
a summer of theatre in the Lincoln Middle School.  That summer the Civic was born with
this small group of professionals, who, in turn, mentored community volunteers in the skills
also necessary to produce professional style theatre that Kalamazoo so deeply valued.
Their summer venture was wildly successful and they continued on into the fall by 
producing six productions before Christmas.  In 1929 the Kalamazoo Gazette wrote “Judging
from the degree of popular enthusiasm aroused, few community undertakings in
Kalamazoo have been accorded a better start than the newly organized Kalamazoo Civic
Theatre.”  Furthermore, the Gazette credited the professional staff working with “talent
drawn almost wholly from the local amateur field, has been surprisingly high quality.” 

That’s the formula that has lasted 89 seasons and answers the question as to why the Civic
exists. Today we still employ a staff of theatre professionals who mentor our 
community volunteers to develop the skills necessary to produce theatre of the highest
quality.  As a professional in the arts for over 35 years, I can think of no higher calling 
than infusing the skills of my profession back into our community.  After all, I am a 
product of the Kalamazoo Civic Theatre.

Stephen Carver
Executive Director

89 Seasons - The Reason Why!

A

Stephen Carver
Executive Director

September 16 at 1:00pm

inside the Civic
Fr ee aUdiTiON WOr kShOp

disney’s ‘The l ittle mermaid’

UPCOMING
EVENTS 
aT a GLaNCE

September 22 at 7:30pm

The New mel Brooks musical
‘Young Frankenstein’

SeaSON OpeNer

CIVIC CASTING POLICY
pl eaSe NOTe: All roles in Civic productions,
unless otherwise announced, are open to all
who audition. The Civic goal is to foster and
develop theatrical talent in our community
and encourage anyone, regardless of 
experience, to audition for our productions.

Summer at the Civic!
his summer the Civic Auditorium has 
been a full blown construction zone!  
The lower level restrooms have been 

completely upgraded AND there were two 
additional ADA compliant bathrooms built on the
lower level! 

To build these restrooms, the entire area of prop
storage, which was under the Auditorium stage had
to be moved across the street to the Carver Center.
You can just imagine all the props the Civic has
accumulated over the years.

Before Young Frankenstein opens, new carpet will
be installed throughout the building, new lighting
completed on the lower level and the bathroom
remodeling will be finished.  We can’t wait to show
off all that has been happening this summer at 
the Civic!

ADVANCEMENT CAMPAIGN WORK IN PROGRESS: FORMER PROPS CAGE

T

ADVANCEMENT CAMPAIGN WORK IN PROGRESS: LOWER LOBBY

September 12 at 6:30pm

Behind-the-Scenes: 
The New mel Brooks musical ‘Young Frankenstein’
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LED LIGHT INSTALLATION  
 

   

INSIDE THE CIVIC 
FREE AUDITION WORKSHOPS

ACADEMY OF THEATRE ARTS
SUMMER TECHNICAL CLASS

r egiSTer  ONl iNe aT: kazoocivic.com/inside-the-civic

TAPING OUT ‘YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN’ 
FOR REHEARSALS

Workshop #3:  Saturday, November 11th
Workshop #4:  Saturday, december 9th

INSIDE THE CIVIC
FREE AUDITION WORKSHOPS

advaNCed 
r egiSTr aTiON iS 

r eqUir ed

For detailed production, audition and workshop information or to register online please visit KazooCivic.com

aUdiTiON daTeS
Sunday, September 24th at 7:00pm
monday, September 25th at 7:00pm

l OCaTiON
The Carver Center - 426 S Park St.
(Those auditioning are encouraged to 
arrive thirty minutes prior to audition time.)

CaSTiNg
We are seeking a highly diverse cast of up to 35, ages 13 and up.

r eqUir emeNTS
Those auditioning will be asked to sing a selection(s) which will be
taught at the audition as well as participate in a movement / 
dance audition.  They may also be asked to read from the script.

Cr eW
Production Crew positions are available for Light Board Operator,
Sound Board Operator, Floor Crew, Fly Crew, Human Fly Crew, 
Props Crew, Hair-Make Up Crew and Dressers.

dir eCTOr / ChOr eOgr apher
TBa

mUSiCal  dir eCTOr
Brent J. decker

r ehear Sal  SChedUl e
Rehearsals will be held Monday through Friday from 
7:00 PM – 10:00 PM beginning October 2nd – November 16th

per FOr maNCeS
November 17th - december 9th, 2017
(Potential holdover performances through December 17th)

aUdiTiON pr ep
Fr ee inside the Civic audition Workshops
Saturday, September 16th, 2017
ADVANCED REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

advaNCed 
r egiSTr aTiON iS 
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PERFORMANCE WORKSHOP
disney’s ‘The l ittle mermaid’ audition Workshop
date: Saturday, September 16th
Time: 1:00 pm-4:00 pm
Teaching artists:  TBa, Brent decker
l ocation:  The Carver Center (426 S. part St.)
For ages: adults & Youth (ages 13 and up)

The Artistic Team will lead you “under the sea” to prepare for your Disney’s The Little Mermaid
audition.  After you learn about the fantastical concept for the show, you will be coached
on proper vocal support and we will teach the two vocal selections that you will have the
chance to choose from for the audition. (You read that correctly—you do not need to bring
in a song to sing for this audition—you will be taught two pieces to choose from!) Then
participants will work with the director on acting through song interpretation including
intention and motivation.  To close out the workshop, the choreographer will teach movement
that will potentially be used at the audition including weight sharing, underwater movement,
and tap. There is a lot to cover so register as soon as possible since space is limited! 

BOYS AUDITION WORKSHOPS

Boys audition
Workshop Series

Workshop #1:  Saturday, September 23rd
Workshop #2:  Saturday, October 14th
Time: 2:00 pm-4:00 pm
Teaching artists:  Jay Berkow, Cynthia hunter
l ocation:  The Carver Center (426 S. part St.)
For ages: Boys (ages 9-15)

To help boys prepare for the challenging roles of Billy and Michael in Billy Elliot the Musical,
Director / Choreographer Jay Berkow and Musical Director Cynthia Hunter are holding 
several workshops for boys only this fall.  At each workshop, participants will work on
dance technique, acting, dialects, and music plus learn choreography.  Register for all four
workshops or just do as many as you can.  These workshops are meant to help boys 
prepare the classical dance technique that the show demands along with 
the singing and acting. Working with the director to help gain skills and get immediate
feedback is an excellent way to make sure you are ready for the auditions in March 2018.

   

    
 

 

September 24 & 25 at 7:00pm

disney’s ‘The l ittle mermaid’
aUdiTiONS

September 29 at 5:00pm

academy of Theatre arts
Fall Classes

FiNaNCial  aid deadl iNe

   

    
 

    

UPCOMING AUDITIONS & AUDITION PREP

September 28 at 1:00pm

Behind-the-Scenes:
disney’s ‘l ittle mermaid’

Tape OUT

September 23 at Noon

academy of Theatre arts
Fall Classes

TWO hOUr  OpeN hOUSe

advaNCed 
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iS 
r eqUir ed

You will need to login to your account Fir ST then register for the workshop.  
if you do not have an account, then take a moment to register for one!



COSTUME SHOP SIDEWALK SALE‘YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN’
DANCE REHEARSAL

   
  

   

   
 
  

October 6 at 7:30pm

‘r adiation: a month of Sun-days’
OpeNS 

in the Carver Center Studio

October 9 at 10:00am

disney’s ‘The l ittle mermaid’
pUBl iC TiCkeT Sal eS BegiN

October 13 at 7:30pm

‘Sounds of the 60’s’
OpeNS 

in the Civic auditorium

October 7 at 9:00am

academy of Theatre arts
Fall Session

BegiNS

Academy of Theatre Arts
presented Shakespeare
Outside FREE at Parks!

he Civic’s Academy of Theatre Arts partnered with 
Kalamazoo Parks and Recreation in July to present 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest in an outdoor setting.

The Shakespeare Outside program was created for youth
ages 13-19 to produce, rehearse, and perform a 60 minute
version of a Shakespeare play in parks within the greater
Kalamazoo area, focusing on the city parks of Kalamazoo
that may not have summer programming.  

This summer’s production of The Tempest was directed by
Sandra Bremer and was presented at four Kalamazoo parks
(one park was rained out!)

The program was a huge success and will continue in the
summer of 2018!

The Academy of Theatre     
Arts AND

Forge a New Partnership
alamazoo Civic Theatre and Heritage Community
of Kalamazoo are working together to give theatre
learning opportunities to youth in our area.

Partnering with our Academy of Theatre Arts, Heritage is
committed to help provide tuition assistance for Civic classes
and camps! 

Like the Civic, Heritage Community has a long local history that
has enhanced the quality of life for area families for generations.
For Heritage, it began in 1945 with Mayor Louis Sutherland
and other community leaders who wanted to create a home
for seniors - where they would live and have the best days
possible. Today, we work together to provide the important
impact of theatre on lifelong learning and development.

Learn more about Academy of Theatre Arts financial aid
options at kazoocivic.com/financial-aid

SHAKESPEARE OUTSIDE ‘THE TEMPEST’ COMPANY

T
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October 10 at 6:30pm

Behind-the-Scenes:
Shakespeare Festival

pr OpS WOr kShOp

NOW ENROLLING!

f INaNCIaL aId IS aVaILabLE ONLINE
FOr STUdeNTS OF al l  ageS!

easy online registration at KazooCivic.com
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he Civic’s Carver Center Studio
will open will open as a regular performance

space again on October 6 with
Deborah Ann Percy and Arnie Johnston’s
one-act play, Radiation: A Month of Sun-Days.

This hour long one-act dramatizes the
experience of Barb Brunetti, 
a woman going through a
five-day per week 33-day
radiation protocol for
breast cancer, and
the other women
she encounters
during that time.
Almost all of the
play takes place in
the small room where
women wait their turn
for radiation treatment.
During the 33 days covered
by the fast-moving play, the audi-
ence encounters both the ordinary and
extraordinary aspects of these women’s
lives, and will witness the grace, courage,
and humor with which these women face
cancer’s insidious challenge.

A breast cancer survivor herself, Percy
recently stated, “My experience in the
radiation waiting room introduced me to
many brave, cheerful, and heroic women.
There was no weeping there, no whining.
The women spent their time together
telling their stories to each other.  Arnie

and I worked hard to protect their privacy
- this play is a work of fiction, after all -
while distilling the essence of their stories
and their bravery into a piece of theatre art.”

According to Johnston, they plan to submit
the play to other theatres in hopes that 

it might be used in non-profit 
educational and fundraising

efforts that can help
patient care and

research.

Radiation: A Month
of Sun-Days will 
be the premiere
production of a 

new series of works
chosen specifically for

the Carver Center
Studio. The Studio

obtained new riser seating over
the summer, and is the first of the

Civic’s performance spaces to be equipped
with all LED lighting.

The Carver Center Studio Series allows
the Civic to expand upon its mission to
produce a diverse spectrum of theatre of
the highest quality.  This series was
designed to develop new, innovative, and
emotionally compelling works within an
intentionally intimate space in hopes of
fostering a more thoughtful, empathetic,
and connected community.

Friday        October 6th         7:30pm
Saturday    October 7th         7:30pm *
Sunday      October 8th         2:00pm
Friday        October 13th       7:30pm •
Saturday    October 14th       7:30pm
Sunday      October 15th       2:00pm

Production Sponsor:

PERFORMANCE DATES:

T

FOR TICKETS VIS IT
KazooCivic.com

or call the Box Office at 269-343-1313

By Arnie and Debby Johnston

•  Denotes ASL Interpreted performance

* Denotes Post Show Creative Conversations
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ctober 6 - October
15

‘Radiation: A Month of Sun-Days’
Will Open Revamped 
Carver Center Studio

PRESENTED IN COLLABORATION WITH

Available at KazooCivic.com
or call the Box Office at 269-343-1313

The Downtown Kalamazoo
Branch of

A N D  A S S O C I A T E S



COLOR PRINTING PROVIDED BY RIVERRUN PRESS;  ART DIRECTION BY JANET GOVER;  GRAPHIC DESIGN BY TAMARA DIAMOND

    

TICKETS

ON SALE

ONLY $10
EaCh

Friday          October 13th      7:30pm
Saturday     October 14th      7:30pm •*
Sunday       October 15th      2:00pm

PERFORMANCE DATES:

FOR TICKETS VIS IT
KazooCivic.com

or call the Box Office at 269-343-1313

•  Denotes ASL Interpreted performance

* Denotes Post Show Creative Conversations

Our Senior Class Reader’s Theatre program 
is designed to meet the needs of actors 50 
and older. All productions are “reader’s 
theatre” in nature, lines and lyrics are learned
but not memorized.

2017-2018 
Senior Class r eader’s 

t heatre 
Season Presenter:

t was an age of conflict.  It was an age of love.  Join us for a trip back in time as our 
seniors celebrate the 1960’s in a new original music revue.  During this decade of 
extremes, Americans were wearing GoGo Boots and hot pants, discovering Andy Warhol

and Pop Art, traveling to Woodstock, and gathering around the TV on Saturday night to watch
‘Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-In’ and ‘I Spy.’  And the music! “I Heard it Through the Grapevine,” 
“Mr. Tambourine Man,” and “Walk on By” played from stereo systems around the world.  
This tune filled musical revue is sure to take you back to that time in your life and maybe even
introduce a new generation to the Age of Aquarius! 
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The kal amazOO 
CiviC TheaTr e

329 South Park Street | Kalamazoo | Michigan | 49007
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