
AUDITION PREP Workshop focusing on Auditions

REGISTER ONLINE AT
KazooCivic.com/inside-the-civic

You will need to login to your account FIRST 
then register for the workshop.  

If you do not have an account, then take a moment to register for one!

Audition Dates:  December 16th & 17th
Audition Prep:  December 8th, 2018
Performance Dates:  March 22nd - March 31st, 2019
Performance Location:  The Carver Center Studio
Director:  Michael Ray Helms

For all workshops, please meet 
in The Carver Center—426 South Park Street.  

Parking is available in The Carver Center Parking Lot.

✩✩✩✩✩✩

SATURDAY,
December 8th, 2018

Changing Lives Through Changing Times

QUESTIONS?
Call 269-343-2280 or email Volunteer@KazooCivic.com. 

PERFORMANCE WORKSHOP
‘Ripcord’ Audition Workshop
Time: 11:00am – 12:30pm
Location: The Carver Center - 426 S. Park St
Teaching Artist: Michael Ray Helms
For Ages:  Ages 16 and up (Roles for 3 women and 3 men)

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
BY NOON ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7TH
CLICK HERE

The Civic presents the area premiere of a new comedy about the
tenacity of two senior women and the dangerous game of one-up-
manship they play. A sunny room on an upper floor is prime real 
estate in the Bristol Place Senior Living Facility. Abby has always had
a quiet room to herself on the top floor. If a new roommate was 
assigned to the second bed, Abby - cantankerous and private - got
them out quick! When Abby is forced to share her quarters with new
arrival Marilyn, she has no choice but to get rid of the infuriatingly
enthusiastic, optimistic, chipper woman by any means necessary. A
seemingly harmless bet reveals not only the tenacity of these worthy
opponents, but also more profound truths that each would instead
remain hidden, and an all-out war of comic proportions.

Director Michael Ray Helms will lead participants through a workshop
to understand the style of the play as well as learn to connect to the
story and communicate it clearly to the audience.  This is a great way
to learn more about how to play comedy and prepare to audition.

DIRECTOR’S BIO
Michael has a distinguished list of theatrical
credits. Last year he directed The Good
Doctor at the Civic. A sampling of his Civic
acting credits includes The Sunshine Boys,
Grey Gardens, the Musical, The Foursome,
The Comedy of Errors, The Fantasticks,
Fools, Penalty for Early Withdrawal, and
Laughter on the 23rd Floor. Michael played
Albert Soady, Jr. in Escanaba in Da Moonlight
here at the Civic and went on to re-create
the role at the Barn Theatre and Farmers
Alley Theatre. In total he played the part 

67 times. Additionally, he played the lead role in the regional premiere
of Superior Donuts at Farmers Alley Theatre. He has been involved
with Kalamazoo's All Ears Radio Theatre since 2002 and past 
president of the Board of Directors for the Arts Council of Greater
Kalamazoo. He spent 40 years working with migrant and bilingual
students for the VanBuren Intermediate School District. Married to his
wife, Sue Bensinger for nearly 39 years, they now are the proud
grandparents of four grandchildren. He thanks his mentor, Jim Carver.

Michael Ray Helms
Director

By David Lindsay-Abaire 
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