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Shakespeare Lovers Rejoice!
It’s the Civic’s FIRST Shakespeare Festival

Kalamazoo’s Community Theatre

or the Civic’s 89th Bigger, BOLDER season, TWO Shakespearean productions
will be produced in the Parish Theatre over a three week period.  The Civic 
Youth Theatre will open A Midsummer Night’s Dream on Friday, October 20th,

followed by an adult production of Macbeth opening the next evening on Saturday,
October 21st.  mychelle hopkins, who has directed many of the Civic’s most successful
Shakespearean productions, has returned to the Civic as a guest artist and is directing
BOTH productions!  Hopkins holds her Master’s Degree from the prestigious Shakespeare
Institute in Stratford-upon-Avon, England where she studied as a Fulbright Scholar. 

Resident Scenic Designer david Kyhn has designed a two level set to be reminiscent of
London’s Globe Theatre which will be used for both productions, and the time and place
for each production will be set with props, costumes, furniture, and set dressing. The shows
will be done in repertory fashion - which could be a backstage show in itself!  For example,
after the 4:00pm Saturday performance of Midsummer, all props, costumes and set 
dressing will need to be removed and stored in a specific method, so the Macbeth props,
costumes and set dressing can be placed for that evening’s performance.  By keeping the
props and set dressing simple, the emphasis will be on the actors to tell the story. 

Shakespeare is an essential part of a theatrical education and there is no better play to
introduce youth to the beauty and wit of Shakespeare than A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
This production will take place in a modern day prep school.  The 70-minute version of the
play will be very contemporary, and Hopkins believes that our younger audiences will be
able to recognize themselves in it.  Also, they should be able to relate to A Midsummer
Night’s Dream in that there is a father who wants to intervene in his child’s life, and the
authorities say “do whatever your father says!”

The adult production will challenge our volunteers with one of Shakespeare’s four great
tragedies. Written at the pinnacle of Shakespeare’s career Macbeth provides us with a
vehicle to examine the rise of political power, ambition and downfall.  Macbeth will be
set in an unspecified year in an unspecified Central American country which will create
an ambiguous time and place in order to explore its themes of evil and the corruption of
the human soul.  Ironically, it was only after this sort of vague setting and concept was
set for the Civic’s production that all the political turmoil began in Venezuela.  By making
the setting more current, the story of Macbeth becomes even more relevant for a 
contemporary audience.

The Civic’s Shakespeare Festival is a new event, and we hope audiences young
and old will join us for the magic of Shakespeare’s words.
For tickets visit KazooCivic.com or call the Box Office at 269-343-1313

 

Sat Oct 21st 7:30pm
Fri Oct 27th 7:30pm
Sat Oct 28th 7:30pm *
Sun Oct 29th 2:00pm

Fri Nov 3rd 7:30pm •
Sat Nov 4th 7:30pm
Sun Nov 5th 2:00pm
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Fri Oct 20th 7:30pm
Sat Oct 21st 1:00pm •
Sat Oct 21st 4:00pm
Sun Oct 22nd 2:00pm *
Wed Oct 25th 9:30am
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Thu Oct 26th 9:30am
Thu Oct 26th Noon
Sat Oct 28th 1:00pm
Sat Oct 28th 4:00pm
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‘RADIATION: A MONTH OF SUN-DAYS’
AT WEST MICHIGAN CANCER CENTER

‘YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN’
BEHIND-THE-SCENES

ooks like we just putting on a play, right?  
Appearances can be deceiving, so don’t 
judge a book by its cover! 

All of our productions begin by posting casting
notices and recruiting volunteers to help produce our
shows.  People from every walk of life and every part
of our community and beyond show up to participate.
With ashared passion, these people, who have never
met before band together with a single purpose: to
produce a show of the highest quality possible. This
is no small task, because once the show has been
cast, and volunteers have been chosen to run the
show, this small group of people has approximately
30 rehearsals to get the job done before the curtain
goes up in front of a live audience.  It may sounds like a lot to risk with such a short
time to prepare.  But it is this risk that bonds these people together to achieve the magic
that is any production.  During auditions and the first rehearsals, the members of 
any show’s company did not know each other and probably had never had any other
opportunity to interact.  But with the looming risk of a potential failure on opening night,
casts and crews bond together like a family and learn new skills and build relationships
that will live on long past closing night.

The Kalamazoo Civic Theatre is one of the nation’s oldest community theatres.
Community theatre is the industry that was born out of a necessity that dates as far
back as the late 1800’s. Communities across this great country value the arts.  However
many smaller communities lacked the population required to bring professional touring
companies to their town.  Kalamazoo found itself in that very situation at the beginning
of the Great Depression.  So, the art loving community of Kalamazoo developed its own
theatre with a mission to use a professional staff to provide community volunteers
“hands on learning experiences in all aspects of theatre production and management.”

To the average patron it may appear that all the Civic is really doing is putting on a play.
But what happens behind the scenes as we develop the work you will see on any of our
stages is where the magic really happens. 

Stephen Carver
Executive Director

Big Risks Equal HUGE Rewards
in any Production!

L

Stephen Carver
Executive Director

UPCOMING
EVENTS 
aT a GLaNCE

CIVIC CASTING POLICY
pl eaSe NOTe: All roles in Civic productions,
unless otherwise announced, are open to all
who audition. The Civic goal is to foster and
develop theatrical talent in our community
and encourage anyone, regardless of 
experience, to audition for our productions.

October 13 at 7:30pm

‘Sounds of the 60’s’
OpeNS 

in the Civic auditorium

October 20 at 7:30pm

‘a midsummer Night’s dream’
CiviC ShaKeSpear e FeSTival  OpeNS

in the parish Theatre

October 21 at Noon

inside the Civic
Fr ee aUdiTiON WOr KShOpS

Ken l udwig’s ‘Baskerville’ & ‘Calendar 

Meet Our 
Civic Interns
for the 2017-2018 Season!

stablished in 1945 to provide practical 
“on the job training” for college graduates,
the Civic’s Internship Program was the first

of its kind in the country.  The first intern hired was a
young co-ed from California named Betty Ebert.  While
working at the Civic, Betty met a young actor named
Jack Ragotzy.  In time, they married and founded The
Barn Theatre in Augusta, Michigan.

Currently the Civic has seven talented interns working with
us for the 2017-2018 Season.  Pictured below (left to right):
ashleigh doxtater (1st year Stage Management) a
Kalamazoo native and Civic Youth Theatre alumni returning
to the Civic after graduating from Pensacola Christian
College. Catherine pratt (1st year Lighting/Sound Design)
joins the Civic after graduating from Mount Marty College
in Yankton, SD with a Theatre Major plus Minors in
Business Administration and Music.  emily Walsh (2nd
year Costume Design) is a graduate of Kalamazoo College
who volunteered at the Civic for 12 seasons before joining
the staff.  Tatiana mcCallum (2nd year Technical Direction)
received her Bachelor of Arts in Theatre Design and
Technology from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.
Katie Tulin (2nd year Scenic Design) graduated from
Syracuse University in 2016 with a BFA in Theatre Design
and Technology.  ivy Karlsgodt (1st year Costume Design)
earned her BFA in Theatre Design and Technology from the
University of Evansville, and madeline Schnorr (1st year
Scenic Design) received her BFA in Technical Theatre and
Design from Wayne State University.

E

2017-2018 SEASON CIVIC INTERNS

October 10 at 6:30pm

Behind-the-Scenes:
Shakespeare Festival

pr OpS pr OGr am

‘A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM’
FRONT OF HOUSE CREW

‘MACBETH’ REHEARSAL ‘SOUNDS OF THE 60’S’
REHEARSAL



 ‘RADIATION: A MONTH OF SUN-DAYS’
INTERVIEW WITH WWMT

    
  

VOLUNTEERS
FOR MARKETING MAILING

‘RADIATION: A MONTH OF SUN-DAYS’
COMPANY

‘MACBETH’ REHEARSAL

For detailed production, audition and workshop information or to register online please visit KazooCivic.com

November 5 & 6 at 7:00pm

Ken l udwig’s ‘Baskerville’
‘Calendar Girls’ & ‘r ock of ages’

aUdiTiONS

   

  
  

     Girls’

October 21 at 7:30pm

‘macbeth’
CiviC ShaKeSpear e FeSTival  OpeNS

in the parish Theatre

October 28 at Noon

inside the Civic
Fr ee aUdiTiON WOr KShOpS

‘r ock of ages’

UPCOMING AUDITIONS & AUDITION PREP

October 23 & 24 at 6:00pm

Behind-the-Scenes:
disney’s ‘The l ittle mermaid’ 

SeT l Oad iN & COSTUme pr OGr am
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‘YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN’
TV PROMO ON MARANDA

aUdiTiON daTeS
Sunday, November 5th at 7:00pm
monday, November 6th at 7:00pm
l OCaTiON
The Carver Center - 426 S Park St.

CaSTiNG
Seeking a highly diverse cast of 4 men and 1woman
ages 16 and up, 2 men and 1 woman will play 40
roles between them.  Seeking 5 sound effects artists
who will be onstage creating live sound effects for
the production. For auditions, the artists will learn
and perform sound cues to a 30 second script. All
supplies will be provided and taught at auditions.

r eqUir emeNTS
Those auditioning will be asked to read from the script.

Cr eW
Production Crew positions are available for 
Light Board Operator, Sound Board Operator,
Follow Spot Operators, Floor Crew, Hair/Make Up
Crew, and Dressers.

dir eCTOr
Todd espeland
r ehear Sal  SChedUl e
Monday through Friday from 7:00pm – 10:00pm 
November 20th – January 11th
(No rehearsals December 22nd – January 2nd)

per FOr maNCeS
January 12th - January 27th, 2018

aUdiTiON pr ep
Fr ee inside the Civic audition Workshops
Saturday, October 21st, 2017
ADVANCED REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

aUdiTiON daTeS
Sunday, November 5th at 7:00pm
monday, November 6th at 7:00pm

l OCaTiON
The Civic Auditorium - 329 S Park St.

CaSTiNG
Seeking a highly diverse cast of 17 actors ages 16 and up.

r eqUir emeNTS
Those auditioning will need to prepare 16-32 bars of a
rock/pop/metal song from the 80s/90s (Pat Bentar, 
Whitesnake, Twisted Sister, Def Leppard, KISS, Styx, etc.) and 
you may sing from the show. You may also be taught a 
movement combination and may be asked read from the script.

Cr eW
Production Crew positions are available for Light Board Operator,
Sound Board Operator, Follow Spot Operators, Floor Crew, 
Fly Crew, Props Crew, Hair/Make Up Crew and Dressers.

dir eCTOr / ChOr eOGr apher
Nicki poer

mUSiCal  dir eCTOr
Courtney Carpenter

r ehear Sal  SChedUl e
Monday through Friday from 7:00pm – 10:00pm 
November 27th – January 25th
(No rehearsals December 22nd – January 2nd)

per FOr maNCeS
January 26th – February 11th, 2018

aUdiTiON pr ep
Fr ee inside the Civic audition Workshops
Saturday, October 28th, 2017
ADVANCED REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

aUdiTiON daTeS
Sunday, November 5th at 7:00pm
monday, November 6th at 7:00pm

l OCaTiON
The Civic Auditorium - 329 S Park St.

CaSTiNG
Seeking a highly diverse cast of 9 women
and 4 men ages 20-70.  There are specific
roles for women and men ages 50-70.   

r eqUir emeNTS
Those auditioning will be asked to read from
the script.

Cr eW
Production Crew positions are available for
Light Board Operator, Sound Board Operator,
Floor Crew, and Dressers.  

dir eCTOr
Sandra Bremer

r ehear Sal  SChedUl e
Rehearsals will be held Monday through Friday 
from 7:00pm – 10:00pm beginning 
January 2nd – February 8th

per FOr maNCeS
February 9th – February 24th, 2018

aUdiTiON pr ep
Fr ee inside the Civic audition Workshops
Saturday, October 21st, 2017
ADVANCED REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

r eGiSTer  FOr  WOr KShOpS ONl iNe aT: 
kazoocivic.com/inside-the-civic



COLOR PRINTING PROVIDED BY RIVERRUN PRESS;  ART DIRECTION BY JANET GOVER;  GRAPHIC DESIGN BY TAMARA DIAMOND

TICKETS
ON SALE

ONLY $10
EaCh

Friday October 13th 7:30pm
Saturday October 14th 7:30pm •*
Sunday October 15th 2:00pm

PERFORMANCE DATES:

•  Denotes ASL Interpreted performance * Denotes Post Show Creative Conversations
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For tickets visit KazooCivic.com or call the Box Office at 269-343-1313


