
Study Guide 

Harper Lee’s 

COMMON CORE & ARTS CURRICULUM  

Standards In Focus  
 

READING STANDARD FOR LITERATURE 7: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story stays faithful to or  

departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors. 

 

SPEAKING & LISTENING STANDARD 1: Comprehension and Collaboration 
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics and texts, building on   

others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 

ARTS EDUCATION—THEATRE Standard 3: Analyze, describe and evaluate works of art.  
ART.T.III.1 Understand characters’ thought process during dramatic scenes. 

ART.T.III.4 Suggest and implement alternative characters, settings, or events after viewing 

or participating in a performance. 

ART.T.III.7 Question emotions and thoughts evoked by performance. 

Race. Culture. Family. Truth. Judgement. Right. Wrong.  

By Christopher Sergel 



Welcome to  

2016-2017  

Season 
 

As we enter the 2nd half of our 88th 
season, we are pleased to bring the 
community this American classic in a 
pared-down, open, raw interpretation.  
The characters from Harper Lee’s novel 
come to life in front of your very eyes to 
live the story on stage and will challenge 
and enlighten you along with providing 
an evening of quality entertainment that 
will keep you thinking long after you 
leave the theatre.   
 
By exposing yourself, family, and  
students to live theatre, you are helping 
to educate and enlighten on the human 
condition.  We hope that you enjoy your 
time with us and keep the discussion  
going at home and in the classroom. 
 
 

Nicki Poer 
 

Director of Education & Outreach 

 “I never expected any sort of success 
with Mockingbird. I was hoping for a quick and merciful 
death at the hands of the reviewers but, at the same 
time, I sort of hoped someone would like it enough to 
give me encouragement. Public encouragement. I 
hoped for a little, as I said, but I got rather a whole lot, 
and in some ways this was just about as frightening as 
the quick, merciful death I'd expected.” 
                                       —Harper Lee 

Harper Lee 
Nelle Harper Lee was born on April 28, 1926 and died at the 
age of 89 on February 19, 2016.  She was well-known as 
simply Harper Lee and as an American novelist of To Kill a 
Mockingbird, published in 1960. The novel won the 
1961 Pulitzer Prize and is a classic of modern American       
literature.  It was her only published work and in 2007 she 
was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom for her   
contribution to literature.  Lee also received numerous     
honorary degrees but she declined to speak on those occa-
sions. She was also known for assisting her close 
friend Truman Capote in his research for the book In Cold 
Blood  and Capote was the basis for the character Dill in To 
Kill a Mockingbird. 

The plot and characters of To Kill a Mockingbird are loosely 
based on Lee's observations of her family and neighbors, as 
well as an event that occurred near her hometown in 1936, 
when she was 10 years old. The novel deals with the           
irrationality of adult attitudes towards race and class in 
the Deep South of the 1930s, as depicted through the eyes of 
two children. The novel was inspired by racist attitudes in her 
hometown of Monroeville, Alabama. (Wikipedia) 

Another novel, Go Set a Watchman, was written in the mid-
1950s and published in July 2015 as a "sequel", though it was 
later confirmed to be To Kill a Mockingbird's first draft. This 
work sparked controversy as it tilts the beliefs of Atticus 
Finch and many believe that Lee was taken advantage of in 
her old age and did not want to publish the 2nd novel. 
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Contact Us… 
We encourage you to contact us and tell us  

Your thoughts about the show. 
 

We would love to read any writing inspired by the this study guide or learn your thoughts on the play!   
 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre 
ATTN:  Nicki Poer 
329 S. Park Street 

Kalamazoo, MI 49007. 
 

The Director of Education & Outreach is available for workshops before or after the production. 
Please contact Nicki Poer at education@kazoocivic.com or (269) 343-2280 X 1113. 

Before, After, & In Between 
REFLECT...CHALLENGE...DISCUSS...ENGAGE 

 

Before the Show Discussion 

What do you already know about To Kill a Mockingbird? 

How do you define fairness? 

Is there a difference between the law and justice? Explain your answer. 

It has been 50 years since the Civil Rights Act was passed.  What were some of 

the actions taken by those in the civil rights movement to achieve the passing of 

that landmark act? What more needs to be done to address the inequality that  

persists today? 

 

At the Show  
What do you think about the scenery before you see the show?  How do you feel at 

intermission and the end?  Did you feel differently? 

 

Beyond the Show  
“You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view...  
        Until you climb inside of his skin and walk around in it.”   
 

Choose a character from the production and write a first person account of a 

“Day in the Life.”  You can choose prior to or after the time you see in the 

show.  What is it like to write from another’s point of view? 


