
Show Guide 
“It was my teacher's genius, her quick 
sympathy, her loving tact which made the 
first years of my education so beautiful.” 
      —Helen Keller 

“Each time you fail, start 
all over again, and you 
will grow stronger until 
you have accomplished a 
purpose—not the one you 
began with perhaps,  
but one you’ll be glad  
to remember.” 
        —Annie Sullivan 



   
 

Whether this is your first or 101st time at The Kalamazoo Civic Theatre, we would like to welcome you to this moving, honest story 
centering around the relationships of a family, a little girl, and the teacher who brought them all together again through the art of 
communication.  Annie Sullivan was a patient, strong-willed woman who knew hardship in her life but she was not about to let anyone 
give up on young Helen Keller and the result of her teaching was ground-breaking. 
 
We at the Civic hope that your audience experience sparks discussion between friends, classmates and families that will get you    
thinking and put a creative component in your communication.  As you live and breathe with the other audience members, the actors 
are alive on stage communicating this story based on real, living and breathing people to you.  The crew is diligently working behind 
the scenes so that your senses stay engaged as they run lights, sound and other intricate duties to keep the show running.  Together 
you all will experience The Miracle Worker each in a different way, but still, together. 

 

Nicki Poer 
Director of Education & Outreach 

Bancroft and Duke in the famous final scene             
of the movie version of The Miracle Worker. 

Some said that Gibson’s plays had too much sentimen-
tality and structural clunkiness, but his best stage mo-
ments achieved a compelling emotional clarity.  One of 
the finest examples was the  
water-pump scene from The Miracle Worker, in which a 
determined Sullivan achieves a language breakthrough 
with her deaf and blind pupil who had resisted com-
municating beyond animal grunts and violent grasp-
ing.Theater critic Walter Kerr said Gibson “dramatized 
the living mind in its incredible energy, in its determina-
tion to express itself in  
violence when it cannot arrange itself into thought. 
When it comes, the physical contact of the child and the 
teacher — a contact that is for the first time meaningful 
and for the first time affectionate —is overwhelming.” 

William Gibson  Playwright & Novelist    1914-2008 
               Born in the Bronx in 1914, William Gibson worked on  
                         Broadway for five decades and was most well-known for   
                              The Miracle Worker and for writing strong roles for   
                               women.  His plays helped propel the professional careers  
                               of Tovah Feldshuh, Valerie Harper, Patty Duke, and   
                  Anne Bancroft.  The Miracle Worker won Gibson the Tony  
                               Award for Best Play in 1959 and when it was adapted as  
                                a film in 1962he received and Academy Award               
                               nomination for Best Adapted Screenplay.  Anne Bancroft  
                               and Patty Duke both won Tony and Academy Awards for  
                                both the stage and screen versions. 
 

 
William Gibson during a reading of his play Golda,  
based on former Israeli prime minister,  Golda Meir. 



Where did Annie Sullivan go to school? 
 
The Perkins School for the Blind is now 
over 180 years old.  It sits on a 38 acre  
campus in Watertown, Massachusetts.     
According to their website:  
 
“The school is committed to providing  
education and services that build  
productive, meaningful lives for children 
and adults around the world who are  
blind or deafblind, including those with  
additional disabilities.” 
 
In the same year that Annie Sullivan was sent to teach Helen, Perkins School established the 
first kindergarten for the blind in the United States. After their working together at Helen’s 
home in Alabama for a year, Annie took Helen to the Perkins School in 1888 where they  
remained for five years.   
 
The Perkins School remains a leader in the education of those with blindness and expanded 
their charter in 1982 to accept students with disabilities other than blindness.  With a strong 
reputation for innovation, Perkins will continue to blaze the trail in the future. 

Then… 

And now... 



Contact Us… 
We encourage you to contact us and tell us  

what you thought of the play.   
 
 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre 
ATTN:  Nicki Poer 
329 S. Park Street 

Kalamazoo, MI 49007. 
 

The Director of Education & Outreach is available for 
workshops before or after the production. 

Please contact Nicki Poer at education@kazoocivic.com 
or (269) 343-2280 X 1117. 

 

Also, if you liked the show and would like 
to see more of what The Civic has to offer, 

check out our Act II subscriptions… 
they make a great holiday gift! 

Before, After & In-Between 
BEFORE 
Prepare to see the play… 
 With a trusted friend or family member, blindfold yourself with a piece of fabric and be led around a space 

you know well.  Try to do this without talking to your friend.  How does not seeing impact your experience in 
the space?  How do you feel?  Notice what emotions come to the forefront and how your body reacts. 

 Do some people-watching and notice how much is communicated through body language.  Imagine how         
challenging it would be to not be able to see facial expression and “read” people.  Keep this is mind when you 
are in the audience of the show. 

 

IN-BETWEEN 
Engage as an audience… 
 Observe the technical elements of the play.  What do you think was behind the color choices and styles of 

costuming?  What do you notice about the lighting?  The sound?  
 Follow Helen throughout the play—how does she change as she learns?  What do you notice about her    
       behavior with her family and with Annie? 
 

AFTER 
Reflect on your experience… 
 Helen Keller went on to become a well-known and respected speaker and author.  She credits Annie Sullivan 

as the catalyst that helped her breakthrough in her learning.  Think of someone—a teacher, perhaps—that 
has influenced your life. Write what you learned about and how that teacher helped you “get it.” 


