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Spend Some Time at everyone’s Favorite Beauty Shop

hen the Civic produces a play like Steel Magnolias
for the third time in twenty-five years – you

know it is a play that connects with our audiences.  The
Civic produced the comedy/drama in 1991, and again in
1999. The 2016 staging will “tickle you pink” - and
prove once again that this story has become a touchstone
among women, and equally important, the men in their
lives.  Over the years, the play has become an enduring
story about life, love and the incredible power of 
friendship.  And there is something about these characters
and their stories that resonates with audiences, no matter
what decade the show is produced!

Alternately hilarious and touching, the play follows the
lives of six indomitable Southern women as they share
their personal triumphs, tragedies, beauty tips, recipes,
and more in Truvy’s Beauty Salon in Chinquapin,
Louisiana, where the hair is high and the tales are even
taller.  Through their regular discussions of scandalous
village gossip and the friendly banter of family crises, 
six distinctly different women create a unique bond 
of friendship and sisterhood.  These women can be as
delicate as the magnolia flower – but – when needed, 
as tough as steel.

Director anna Kurtz Kuk has assembled a cast of
Civic veterans and newcomers to breathe new life into
the well-known characters that audiences all over the
world have come to know and love.   Kurtz Kuk likens the
story of friendship within the story to a quilt.  “So many
pieces and people stitched together. But the work of art
is not complete without all of the stitches and pieces.
Some pieces are rough and textured, some are colorful,
some are worn, but in its variety is the beauty.”

Robert Harling wrote the play Steel Magnolias soon
after his 33 year-old sister passed away in 1985. She
left behind her husband and their son, after years
of fighting diabetes. Harling wrote it all down, 
creating characters based on his sister, mother and other
women in his Louisiana hometown. What began as a
short story became a healing memoir and a way to 
provide his nephew with a sense of his past, grew into
the now beloved play.  A film version was released in
1989 with an all-star cast including Julia Roberts, Dolly
Parton and Sally Field.

So make plans to reacquaint yourself with a tried and
true audience pleaser!  Join us as friendship takes center
stage and learn again why “laughter through tears is our
favorite emotion.”

W

ASL Interpreted performance

PErForMaNCE DaTES:2015-2016 Season Presenter:

Friday February 19th 7:30pm
Saturday February 20th 7:30pm
Thursday February 25th 7:30pm
Friday February 26th 7:30pm
Saturday February 27th 7:30pm
Sunday February 28th 2:00pm
Friday March 4th 7:30pm
Saturday March 5th 7:30pm

Production Sponsors:

STEEl MaGNolIaS
prodUCTioN Team:
Director: anna Kurtz Kuk

Scenic Designer: Tyler Brogla

Costume/Hair/Makeup 
Designer: Barbara B. moelaart

Lighting Designer: annmarie miller

Sound Designer: Katie anderson

Technical Director: phillip a. miller

Properties Master: Stacy Bartell

Stage Manager: Jan Watson

CaST:
Truvy Jones: Krista Katrovas *

Annelle Dupuy-Desoto: Nikki dobos +

Clairee Belcher: mary redmon *

Shelby Eatenton-Latcherie: Sara anne ostrowski +

M'Lynn Eatenton: Janet Gover +

Ouiser Boudreaux: dee Gauthier +

* Denotes Civic Debut
+ Denotes Academy of Theatre Arts Student

TICKETSON SALENOW!

ASL Interpreted performance

PErForMaNCE DaTES:

Friday January 29th 7:30pm
Saturday January 30th 7:30pm
Sunday January 31st 2:00pm
Thursday February 4th 7:30pm
Friday February 5th 7:30pm
Saturday February 6th 7:30pm
Sunday February 7th 2:00pm
Friday February 12th 7:30pm
Saturday February 13th 7:30pm

For TICKETS Call

269-343-1313
or visit www.KazooCivic.com

Production Sponsors:

2015-2016 
Season Presenter: January 29 – February 13

The Parish TheaTre • CONTeMPOrarY MUsiCaL

Based on a true story and infused with a “bluesy country-rock vibe,” this hilarious musical follows
10 down-on-their-luck Texans; each desperate for a new lease on life.  Armed with nothing but
hope, humor and ambition, they’re determined to endure four sleepless days in the Texas heat for
a chance to win a brand-new Nissan hardbody truck. All they have to do is fight to keep at least
one hand on the truck and they will drive away with their American Dream. Last one standing wins!

Hands down it's musical 
theatre heaven!

– New York Magazine

BLUES, FOLK AND R&B MUSIC ARE FEATURED IN THIS
HILARIOUS HARD FOUGHT CONTEST - TO WIN A TRUCK!

BASED ON A TRUE STORY.

By Robert Harling

Book by Doug Wright  |  Lyrics by Amanda Green
Music by Trey Anastasio and Amanda Green

STEEL MAGNOLIAS’ CAST PICTURED ABOVE (L-R)
FroNT roW: JANET GOVER, SARA ANNE
OSTROWOSKI, KRISTA KATROVAS
BaCK roW: MARY REDMON, NIKKI DOBOS, 
DEE GAUTHIER

S O L D  O U T
S O L D  O U T
S O L D  O U T

S O L D  O U T



ith the 2015-2016 season well underway, 
we have the distinct pleasure of announcing

our 2016-2017 season in the Civic Auditorium on
February 23rd at 5:30pm.  You are not going to want
to miss this peek at all that next
season will have to offer!  As is our
time honored tradition, we will
have snippets of musical numbers,
as well as descriptions of our
plays, and of course refreshments
with plenty of time for mingling with
your friends and family.  I hope you
won’t miss this opportunity to
usher in another fabulous season
at the Civic.

Choosing a season is quite an
undertaking, involving a group of
volunteers who read and debate
dozens of plays and musicals, a staff
who weigh the feasibility of the
productions and managers who
negotiate for the rights to produce
each piece.  Did you know as a community theatre,
we are considered amateurs, and therefore are one
of the last to receive permission to produce plays and
musicals in the U.S? Broadway (of course), regional
theatre, touring companies and even universities
are usually given deference ahead of the amateur
theatre to produce a show.  So you may have seen a
wonderful musical that just toured through town or on
your last visit to Broadway, but it might be years
before it would become available to us.    

Understanding that dynamic, we sometimes
choose to commission a work in order to be able 
to have suitable materials for our theatre programs. 
A fine example of this scenario is the wonderful
musical we just produced this fall – Sherlock

Holmes and the Mystery of the Crown Jewel.  This
production was written just for us, and we were
able to collaborate with the playwrights on the final
product so that it suited our theatre and actors well.

At the center of all of this
planning, and discussion, and
debate is our mission: ‘To produce
a diverse spectrum of theatre 
of the highest quality and to 
provide hands-on learning
experiences in all aspects 
of theatre production and 
management’.  When choosing
a season we attempt to provide
a wide variety of musical and
non-musical fare, comedies,
dramas, farce, and thrillers.
We also ask the question – 
“Why should the Civic produce
this work?” “What does it say?”
and “What do we want to say
about it?”  In answering these

questions, hopefully you have found a season rich in
diversity and one that keeps you wanting to come
back again and again to be entertained, enriched,
and enlightened.

With all of our excitement over next season’s
lineup, don’t forget that we still have a great list of
shows left in this season.  You won’t want to miss
Steel Magnolias, Of Mice and Men, Stuart Little,
4,000 Miles, And There Were None, Still Life with
Iris or Hairspray.  And you can still purchase an 
Act II subscription, allowing you and a friend to see
any two remaining shows this season for a fraction
of the single ticket price. Thanks for making the
Civic your community theatre and we will see at 
the show! – KC

New Season To Be announced!

W

Kristen Chesak
Executive Director

For detailed production, audition and workshop information or to register online please visit www.KazooCivic.com

To register visit www.KazooCivic.com

or email volunteer@KazooCivic.com 

or call 269-343-2280 x1006

aUdiTioN daTeS
Sunday, march 6th at 6:00pm

monday, march 7th at 6:00pm

loCaTioN
The Civic Auditorium – Greenroom
329 South Park Street
(Those auditioning are encouraged to 
arrive thirty minutes prior to audition time.)

CaSTiNG
Seeking 11 men and women ages 50 and up.
Those auditioning must turn 50 by the first day
of rehearsal (Monday, March 14, 2016)

reqUiremeNTS
Those auditioning will be asked to read from
the script.

rehearSal SChedUle
Rehearsals will be held Monday through Friday 
from 5:30 PM – 7:00 PM beginning 
March 14th – April 14th

perFormaNCeS
April 15th – April 24th

Free iNSide The CiviC 
aUdiTioN prep
Saturday, February 13th
10:00am - 11:30am

direCTor
michael p. martin

advaNCed 
reGiSTraTioN iS 

reqUeSTed

aUdiTioN daTeS
Sunday, march 6th at 7:00pm

monday, march 7th at 7:00pm

loCaTioN
The Carver Center – Muzzi Dance Studio
426 South Park Street
(Those auditioning are encouraged to 
arrive thirty minutes prior to audition time.)

CaSTiNG
Seeking a highly diverse cast of 35 men and women ages
13 and up. Those auditioning must turn 13 by the first
day of rehearsal (Monday, March 21, 2016)  NOTE: Many
roles are written specifically for African Americans. 

reqUiremeNTS
Those auditioning will be asked to sing 16 to 32 measures
of a song.  Those auditioning for youth roles are 
encouraged to sing a 50’s 60’s song in the pop genre.
Those auditioning for an adult role are encouraged to sing
a comedic Broadway style song.  All may be taught a
dance routine and may be asked to read from the script.

rehearSal SChedUle
Rehearsals will be held Monday through Friday 
from 7:00 PM – 10:00 PM beginning 
march 21st – may 5th

perFormaNCeS
may 6th – may 22nd 

(Potential Holdover through May 29th)

Free iNSide The CiviC 
aUdiTioN prep
Saturday, February 13th, 2016

direCTor mUSiCal direCTor
leonard e. Sullivan martha hesse

ChoreoGrapher
Georgie reigel

Saturday, march 12th
at The Carver Center

Free WorKShopS For Youth ages 9

through high School Seniors.

Students must turn 9 by the first day of
rehearsal (Monday, April 11, 2016)

stiLL LiFe witH iris
AUditioN worKsHoP

Time: 11:30am-1:30pm
Teaching Artist: Kevin Dodd

Director Kevin Dodd will provide insight into
this beautifully moving play about a young
girl who must find her memories after she
loses them all.  Participants will have the
opportunity to work with other auditionees
on the potential scenes for auditions and
gain confidence in their acting ability so
they can present their very best selves at
the audition.

YoUtH teCHNiCAL
worKsHoP:

CostUMe desigN
Time: 10:30am-Noon

Teaching Artist: Emily Brink

How would you design a “past coat” for 
Still Life With Iris?  What does that mean to
you? You’ll learn how costume designers
research and have a chance to draw your
very own interpretations of some of the 
costumes asked for in this play.

advanced registration is 

reqUired

UPCOMiNG aUDiTiONs and aUDiTiON PreP

UPCoMiNg At A gLANCe

academy of Theatre arts
WiNTer ClaSSeS BeGiN

February 6

4000 miles
aUdiTioNS

February 21 & 22 at 7:00pm

of mice and men & Stuart little (CYT)
TiCKeTS Go oN Sale

February 15 at 10:00am

inside the Civic
Free aUdiTioN WorKShopS

February 13

Steel magnolias
opeNS

February 19 at 7:30pm

of mice and men
opeNS

march 4 at 7:30pm

and Then there Were None (SCrT)
aUdiTioNS

march 6 & 7 at 6:00pm

hairspray
aUdiTioNS

march 6 & 7 at 7:00pm

eNroll TodaY!

“HANDS ON A HARDBODY” REHEARSAL“OVER THE RIVER AND THROUGH THE WOODS” “OVER THE RIVER AND THROUGH THE WOODS”
BEHIND THE SCENES

“HANDS ON A HARDBODY” 
BEHIND THE SCENES

“STEEL MAGNOLIAS” REHEARSAL “HANDS ON A HARDBODY” REHEARSAL“OVER THE RIVER AND THROUGH THE WOODS” 
PHOTO SHOOT

THE NEXT DOOR
SHELTER FOR WOMEN

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS NEEDED:
hair Conditioner • Body Wash • deodorant 

Facial Wash • Feminine hygiene products 

Soap • razors • lotion • Combs & Brushes

Cotton Balls & Swabs • laundry detergent 

Tote Bags • hand Sanitizer

1217 West North st  • Kalamazoo

Phone: (269) 349-2119

the Civic will be collecting personal
care supplies for the Next Door
shelter for women during the run of
Steel Magnolias. Donations can be
dropped off at the Civic auditorium.

enroll online today at 

www.KazooCivic.com
or call 269-343-2280.

Now registeriNg!
2016 SpriNG BreaK 

daY CampS!
(For students Grades K-9)

FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE!

YoUr help iS Needed

FOR stiLL LiFe witH iris


