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‘Calendar Girls’ May Be Just Your Cup of Tea!
ow far would you go for a good cause? A funny, sincere, poignant comedy 
that’s just a wee bit naughty, Calendar Girls is based on the true tale of a 
Yorkshire women’s club that earned money for its village hospital and cancer

research by having members pose nude for an annual calendar.  The story, which made
for a popular 2003 film starring Helen Mirren and Julie Walters, opens on the Civic stage
February 9th.  

But the play is not about nudity, it’s about friendship, female bonding, and working
together for a common goal.

Written by Tim Firth, who co-wrote the movie, the Civic’s production will be sure to take
the audience on a journey of laughs and tears where boundaries will be broken and
friendships tested. Firth explained that the play is something a cast and the audiences
will relate to.  Some will perform it in memory of someone they knew, or to challenge
themselves, or to raise money. 

Calendar Girls became the fastest selling play in British theatre history.  First produced
in London in 2009, Calendar Girls bypassed Broadway, and has been introduced to
North American audiences through productions like the Civic’s.  

Director Sandra Bremer adds that the motivation for the story is the death of John Clark,
the husband of one of the women, after enduring leukemia.  But we learn about the 
relationships of all of the women in the show, and meet two husbands and two other
male characters in the show who bring a male perspective to the story.

When asked what she thought audiences would take away from the Civic production
Bremer replied, “The importance of love and friendship.  And maybe an opportunity to
strip and bare all for a calendar!”

The cast of the Civic’s production posed for their very own calendar, which is available
during the production.  A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the West Michigan
Chapter of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

it’s time for sentimental, feel-good entertainment.  and love!

Friday February 9th 7:30pm
Saturday February 10th 7:30pm *
Sunday February 11th 2:00pm
Friday February 16th 7:30pm •
Saturday February 17th 7:30pm
Sunday February 18th 2:00pm
Friday February 23rd 7:30pm
Saturday February 24th 7:30pm

2017-2018 
season presenter:

production 
sponsors:

PERFORMANCE DATES:
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FOR TICKETS VIS IT
KazooCivic.com

or call the Box Office at 269-343-1313

By Tim Firth
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“Funny, sincere and just a wee bit naughty.”
– Detroit Free Press

•  Denotes ASL Interpreted performance

* Denotes Post Show Creative Conversations
Denotes Afternoon to Remember Brunch, Dessert &  
Show Package

TICKETS
ON SALE

ONLY $10 EaCh

Friday February 16th 7:30pm
Saturday February 17th 7:30pm *
Sunday February 18th 2:00pm
Friday February 23rd 7:30pm •
Saturday February 24th 7:30pm
Sunday February 25th 2:00pm

PERFORMANCE DATES:

FOR TICKETS VIS IT
KazooCivic.com

or call the Box Office at 269-343-1313

•  Denotes ASL Interpreted performance

* Denotes Post Show Creative Conversations

This series was designed to develop new,
innovative, and emotionally compelling works
within an intentionally intimate space in
hopes of fostering a more thoughtful, 
empathetic and connected community.

o Way Out is the true story of the author’s family which was geographically torn apart 
during World War II, where their only means of communicating with each other was

through their letters.  About 500 letters were later found and translated, chronicling the events
taking place in Germany starting in the summer of 1938.  No Way Out explores the family’s
struggle to survive the anti-Jewish laws and measures in Nazi Germany, while at the same time
struggling to find legal ways to emigrate out of their homeland, which quickly becomes more
and more oppressive.   Told through the reading of a collection of the letters, along with images
projected onstage, No Way Out is a haunting reminder of our past and is not to be missed.
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INSIDE THE CIVIC 
FREE AUDITION WORKSHOP

‘BASKERVILLE: A SHERLOCK HOLMES
MYSTERY’ BEHIND-THE-SCENES

s the Civic prepares to celebrate its 90th season, we can 
look back and be comforted by the fact that not much has 
changed, as evidenced by a 1936 article in the Hastings

Banner: “The Kalamazoo Players are fortunate to have one of the
most beautiful and complete little theatres in the United States
available for their productions. The auditorium itself is a masterpiece,
and the back stage is completely equipped for handling of the
mechanical details of scenery building and shifting.  All sets are
built in a well-equipped workshop.  At one side of the auditorium is
a very beautiful lounge where coffee is served between acts.  It can
be said without exaggeration the Kalamazoo Players live up to 
this fine background. Their productions are put on with a real 
professional finish.”

If you found this article posted online today you wouldn’t think twice. It reads as true today as it did in 1936.
True, because the Civic has benefitted from many different staff members through the years who consistently
carried on the standards set forth by the Civic founders, and a community which embraced and supported their
efforts.  For almost 9 decades many people have worked at the Civic carrying on the mission of producing
“theatre of the highest quality.”  Whether these professionals were at the Civic for decades or just a 
couple of years, all played an important role in making the Civic what it is today.  Our community has also
seen many changes over the years.  But what hasn’t changed is the Kalamazoo community support for this
grand old building and the players who are lucky enough to be able to work at their craft on its stage.  It is
this kind of dedication, on both sides of the proscenium, that have truly defined the Civic for almost 90 years.   

On behalf of the Civic Board of Directors, staff, and volunteers, both past and present,  I humbly extend the
Civic’s appreciation for your dedication and support.

Stephen Carver
Executive Director

89 Seasons Later
Not Much Has Changed

‘BASKERVILLE: A SHERLOCK HOLMES MYSTERY’
OPENING NIGHT VOLUNTEERS

‘ROCK OF AGES’
BAND IN REHEARSAL

A

Stephen Carver
Executive Director

INSIDE THE CIVIC
FREE AUDITION WORKSHOPS

For detailed production, audition and workshop information or 
to register online please visit KazooCivic.com

UPCOMING
EVENTS 
aT a GLaNCE

pleaSe NOTe: All roles in Civic productions,
unless otherwise announced, are open to all
who audition. The Civic goal is to foster and
develop theatrical talent in our community
and encourage anyone, regardless of 
experience, to audition for our productions.

UPCOMING AUDITIONS

advaNCed 
reGiSTraTiON 

iS 
reqUired

advaNCed 
reGiSTraTiON 

iS 
reqUired

‘CALENDAR GIRLS’
PROP CONSTRUCTION

‘BASKERVILLE: A SHERLOCK HOLMES
MYSTERY’ LOAD IN

ACADEMY OF THEATRE ARTS
VIDEO SHOOT

‘BASKERVILLE: A SHERLOCK
HOLMES MYSTERY’ LOAD IN

reGiSTer FOr WOrkShOpS ONliNe aT:
kazoocivic.com/inside-the-civic

Saturday, February 24, 2018
Billy Elliot the Musical

Youth (9-15): 1pm-2pm, Adults (16+): 2pm-5pm

The Good Doctor (SCRT)
Adults (50+): 12:30pm-2pm

February 6, 13, 20 & 27 at 6:00pm

Behind-the-Scenes:
BUildiNG iN The SCeNe ShOp

Tuesdays

February 9 at 7:30pm

‘Calendar Girls’
OpeNS 

in the Civic auditorium

February 16 at 7:30pm

‘No Way Out’ (CCSS)
OpeNS 

in the Carver Center Studio

march 2 at 7:30pm

‘red’
OpeNS 

in the parish Theatre

march 11 & 12 at 7:00pm

‘The Good doctor’ (SCrT) &
‘Billy elliot the musical’

aUdiTiONS

march 16 at 7:30pm

‘Seussical Jr.’ (CYT)
OpeNS 

in the Civic auditorium

Remembering 
Greg Greenman

he Civic recently lost longtime volunteer Greg
Greenman on December 26th, 2017. Greg 
volunteered in almost every area of the Civic

and was a treasured member of the Civic family.
Properties Master Stacy Bartell considered Greg a dear
friend and she began a fundraiser to help honor him with
a Civic Auditorium seat in his name.  Over $1,200 was
raised and contributions poured in from 79 donors to the
GoFundMe page set up in Greg’s honor.  Donors included
past and present staff, volunteers and interns from
Michigan, Florida, Georgia, Pennsylvania, Texas, Arkansas,
Tennessee, Illinois, New York, Oregon, Arizona, and
Maryland. The donations collected were enough for seat
R-7 to be named in Greg’s honor as well as a significant
contribution to be made in Greg’s name to the American
Diabetes Association.  

rest in peace Greg.  
Your Civic family will never forget you.

T

‘ROCK OF AGES’
IN REHEARSAL

NOW AVAILABLE!
The Official Kalamazoo
Civic Theatre ‘Calendar
Girls’ Calendar

eet the ladies of Calendar Girls before 
the show opens officially on February 9th! 
They are sure to warm your hearts and

have you chuckling through all of 2018. Calendars
are just $12 and are available in our concessions
area and in the Civic Business Office.

The original calendar in England generated over
£450,000 in the year 2000 for research into 
lymphoma and leukemia at the University of Leeds.
The Civic will be donating half of the proceeds 
from our calendar to the West Michigan Chapter
of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

M

march 10 at 5:00pm

inside the Civic
Free YOUTh aUdiTiON WOrkShOpS

‘harret the Spy’ (CYT)

February 24

inside the Civic
Free aUdiTiON WOrkShOpS

‘The Good doctor’ (SCrT) & ‘Billy elliot’

aUdiTiON daTeS
Sunday, march 11th at 7:00pm
monday, march 12th at 7:00pm
lOCaTiON
Carver Center – Muzzi Dance Studio
426 S Park St

CaSTiNG
Seeking a highly diverse cast of 15 men, 
9 women ages 16 and up and 4 boys and 
11 girls ages 9 and up.

reqUiremeNTS
Those auditioning will need to prepare 16-32
measures of a song in a rock/pop musical theater
style. You may perform a song from the show.
You will also be taught a movement combination
and may be asked to read from the script.

CreW
Production Crew positions are available for 
Light Board Operator, Sound Board Operator,
Follow Spot Operators, Floor Crew, Fly Crew,
Props Crew, Hair-Make Up Crew and Dressers.

direCTOr / ChOreOGrapher
Jay Berkow

mUSiCal direCTOr
Cindy hunter
rehearSal SChedUle
Monday through Friday 7:00pm – 10:00pm
march 19th – may 3rd  
perFOrmaNCeS
may 4 – may 20, 2018

aUdiTiON daTeS
Sunday, march 11th at 7:00pm
monday, march 12th at 7:00pm

lOCaTiON
Carver Center – Carver Studio
426 S Park St

CaSTiNG
Seeking a highly diverse cast of 10 - 12
men and women ages 50 and up

reqUiremeNTS
Those auditioning will be asked to read
from the script.

CreW
Production Crew positions are available
for Light Board Operator, Sound Board
Operator, and Floor Crew. 

direCTOr / ChOreOGrapher
michael ray helms

rehearSal SChedUle
Monday through Friday 7:00pm – 10:00pm
march 19th – april 19th

perFOrmaNCeS
april 20th – april 29th, 2018

February 20 at 5:30pm

90th Season
aNNOUNCemeNT parTY
in the Civic auditiorium

BRUNCh

Join us for a brunch, show and dessert
collaboration with 

The park Club & The ladies library.

February 18, 2018

$55ONLY

EaCh
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together for a common goal.

Written by Tim Firth, who co-wrote the movie, the Civic’s production will be sure to take
the audience on a journey of laughs and tears where boundaries will be broken and
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will relate to.  Some will perform it in memory of someone they knew, or to challenge
themselves, or to raise money. 

Calendar Girls became the fastest selling play in British theatre history.  First produced
in London in 2009, Calendar Girls bypassed Broadway, and has been introduced to
North American audiences through productions like the Civic’s.  

Director Sandra Bremer adds that the motivation for the story is the death of John Clark,
the husband of one of the women, after enduring leukemia.  But we learn about the 
relationships of all of the women in the show, and meet two husbands and two other
male characters in the show who bring a male perspective to the story.

When asked what she thought audiences would take away from the Civic production
Bremer replied, “The importance of love and friendship.  And maybe an opportunity to
strip and bare all for a calendar!”

The cast of the Civic’s production posed for their very own calendar, which is available
during the production.  A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the West Michigan
Chapter of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.
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– Detroit Free Press
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This series was designed to develop new,
innovative, and emotionally compelling works
within an intentionally intimate space in
hopes of fostering a more thoughtful, 
empathetic and connected community.

o Way Out is the true story of the author’s family which was geographically torn apart 
during World War II, where their only means of communicating with each other was

through their letters.  About 500 letters were later found and translated, chronicling the events
taking place in Germany starting in the summer of 1938.  No Way Out explores the family’s
struggle to survive the anti-Jewish laws and measures in Nazi Germany, while at the same time
struggling to find legal ways to emigrate out of their homeland, which quickly becomes more
and more oppressive.   Told through the reading of a collection of the letters, along with images
projected onstage, No Way Out is a haunting reminder of our past and is not to be missed.
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