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hen we think of ‘To Kill a Mockingbird,’ we 
think of the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by

Harper Lee and the stirring 1962 movie starring
Gregory Peck. The Civic is proud to present this time-
less story and important literary work in the Civic
Auditorium, opening February 17. 

An exceptional coming-of-age story, told from a child’s
perspective, To Kill a Mockingbird shows us all how
understanding and courage can triumph over hatred.

Scout Finch, a tomboy, and her older brother Jem
live in a sleepy Alabama town during the 1930’s
depression. They spend their time with their friend Dill,
spying on their reclusive and mysterious neighbor, Boo
Radley. When Atticus, their widowed father and a
lawyer of principle and integrity, defends Tom
Robinson, an African American man falsely accused of
raping a white woman, their idyllic childhood is jolted
with the realization that prejudice, stereotyping and 
bigotry rule in their small hometown. To Kill a
Mockingbird challenges with powerful lessons of 
tolerance, justice, and quiet courage.

Sara Verduzco loves playing the role of young
Scout.  Sara states that both she and Scout are “sassy,

curious, and determined and they will not stand down.”
When asked what she hopes Civic audiences will 
take away from this production Sara responded, “I 
hope people realize that we are all created equal.  It’s 
important to stand up and fight for the rights of others.”  

Rob Bradford, who plays the accused African American
man Tom Robinson, recently shared these thoughts.
“There are two specific things I hope audiences gain
from viewing this play.  The first is the idea that we need
to try our best to see life from the point of view of others.
In the play Atticus says, 'You never really understand a
person until you consider things from his point of view.
Until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.’  This
is something we could all benefit from; the idea of actually
trying to understand all people regardless of who they
are or where they come from seems essential to the
current success of this world. The second is the idea
that the novel takes place in 1935 and the racial 
overtones and undertones are very real. But this is not
to say we don't deal with some of the same racism
today...because we do.  In the play, Tom Robinson is
asked why he was scared and why did he run - even
though he had done nothing wrong. His response could

PERFORMANCE DATES:2016-2017 Civic Main Season Presenter:

By Christopher Sergel
Based on the novel by Harper Lee

TO KILL A 
MOCKINGBIRD
PRODUCTION TEAM:
Director: Todd Espeland
Scenic Designer: Ryan Fox
Costume Designer: Emily Walsh
Lighting & Sound Designer: AnnMarie Miller
Properties Master: Stacy Bartell
Technical Director: Phillip A. Miller
Stage Manager: Lisa Brannan

CAST:
Jean Louise Finch: Mary Teutsch +

Scout: Sara Verduzco +

Jem: Hayden Lane-Davies +

Atticus: David Noyes
Calpurnia: Bri Smith
Maudie Atkinson: Patricia Terwilliger +

Stephanie Crawford: Dixie Edwards +

Mrs. Dubose: Allison L. Crockett +

Nathan Radley: Cody Hodges +

Arthur Radley (Boo): Kevin King * +

Dill: Taye Bradford +

Heck Tate: Kevin Oberthaler +

Judge Taylor: Bob Terwilliger +

Reverend Sykes: Brandon Newson *

Mayella Ewell: Stefani Bishop
Bob Ewell: Ron Dundon +

Walter Cunningham: Lars Loofboro
Mr. Gilmer: Troy Thrash * +

Tom Robinson: Rob Bradford +

* Denotes Civic Debut
+ Denotes Academy of Theatre Arts Student
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ASL Interpreted performance

Friday           February 17th      7:30pm
Saturday       February 18th      7:30pm
Sunday         February 19th      2:00pm
Friday           February 24th      7:30pm
Saturday       February 25th      7:30pm
Sunday         February 26th      2:00pm
Friday           March 3rd            7:30pm
Saturday       March 4th            7:30pm

PICTURED ABOVE (LEFT TO RIGHT): Mary Teutsch,
Hayden Lane-Davies, Taye Bradford and 

Sara Verduzco in rehearsal for To Kill a Mockingbird.

“Shoot all the blue jays you want, if you can hit ‘em,
but remember it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.”

– Atticus Finch
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UPCOMING AT A GLANCE

‘SIDE SHOW’ PROMOTION 
AT OSHTEMO BRANCH LIBRARY

‘TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD’ 
IN REHEARSAL

ur 88th season is flying by.  It seems 
like  just yesterday we opened

Oklahoma! and now we are ready to announce
our 2017-2018 season.  So before we get ahead
of ourselves, let’s remember
that we still have so much
great work coming to our
stages. Please make sure to
join us for Side Show, To Kill a
Mockingbird, Disney’s Beauty
and the Beast JR., By the Way
Meet Vera Stark, The Borrowers
and Sister Act.  

I would like to invite you to
the Civic’s 2017-2018 season
announcement which will be
held on February 21st at
5:30pm in the Civic Auditorium.
If you saw last month’s
Spotlight, you may remember
that my New Year’s resolution
for the Civic was to select a season that would
be “remarkably refreshing, challenging and
rewarding for our volunteers, patrons and
staff.”  My hope for all of us was and is to shake
things up a bit and have fun in the process.

Needless to say that since this is my first
time selecting and announcing a Civic season,
I’m pretty excited.  At the risk of possibly 
overselling our selections for next season, I
think you will be pleasantly surprised if not
downright excited to hear what we have
planned.  So let’s just get it over with - the
shows we have selected for next season are…
no, no, no… not just yet. You’re going to 
have to join us on February 21st for the 
announcement, until then our lips are sealed.
But, I will give you one small tidbit to pique your
curiosity – of all the shows we have selected;
only one has been previously produced at the
Civic!  How fun is that?

At the heart of every season selection is the
Civic’s mission “to produce a diverse spectrum
of theatre of the highest quality…”  You may
ask how did that sentence become an important

part of the Civic mission?  The answer to that
question is as old as the Civic.  In 1929 the
founders of the Civic established a new theatre
during what was then called the Little Theatre

Movement - a movement that
began to crop up across the
country during the Depression
era, when professional touring
companies stopped coming to
towns like Kalamazoo. The
Kalamazoo Civic Theatre was
one of the first theatres in the
Little Theatre Movement and
was nationally recognized 
for the high quality of their 
productions. In fact, it was this
professional quality that was
the key to their success and
what ultimately led to Dr.
Upjohn’s gift of the Civic
Auditorium in 1931.

Now, as we prepare the Civic’s 89th season
we continue to fully embrace the values of our
founders and are truly excited to bring you a
season that will challenge and inspire our 
volunteers and patrons. You may also ask why
is it important to challenge and inspire all who
participate at the Civic?  The answer to that
question goes back to another sentence in our
mission: “…to provide a hands on learning
experience in all aspects of theatre
production…” So not only does the Civic 
produce professional style productions that will
stimulate and entertain our patrons, but we are
also one of the few institutions (outside of
schools and universities) where anyone can
walk through our doors and actually learn the art
of producing Broadway-style theatre.  And this
type of theatre education has been going on
for 89 years!

Stephen Carver
Executive Director

89th Season to be Announced
O

Stephen Carver
Executive Director

ACADEMY OF THEATRE ARTS
PHOTO SHOOT

‘DISNEY’S BEAUTY AND THE BEAST JR.’
INSIDE THE CIVIC FREE AUDITION WORKSHOP

Academy of Theatre Arts
WINTER SESSION BEGINS

February 4

To Kill a Mockingbird
OPENS

February 17 at 7:30pm
Inside the Civic

FREE AUDITION WORKSHOPS
February 11

The Dining Room (SCRT)
AUDITIONS

February 19 & 20 at 6:00pm

     

     

be used verbatim today in 2017.  He responds, ‘Mr.
Finch. If you were black like me, you’d be scared too.’
As a Black man, the first time I read this line in
rehearsal it hit me really hard.  This is not just a work
of fiction, this is real life. We live in a country where we
could all spend some time trying to see things from
each other’s point of view like Atticus asks us to do.”

From the book, to the screen, to the stage, To Kill a
Mockingbird is an unforgettable story about love, hate,
race, class and coming of age in America.  Its themes
and messages are as relevant today as they were half
a century ago.

FOR T ICKETS V IS I T
www.KazooCivic.com

or call the Box Office at 269-343-1313
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‘To Kill a
Mockingbird’

To Kill a Mockingbird contains mild staged violence and the occasional use of racial slurs.



‘SYLVIA’ OPENING NIGHT
AFTER GLOW PARTY

Disney’s Beauty and the Beast JR (CYT)
TICKETS GO ON SALE

February 27 at 10:00am

    

‘SYLVIA’ OPENING NIGHT
AFTER GLOW PARTY

‘SIDE SHOW’ CAST VIDEO CONFERENCE WITH EMILY SKINNER 
WHO PLAYED DAISY HILTON ON BROADWAY

‘DISNEY’S BEAUTY AND THE BEAST JR.’
COSTUMES AND CRAFTS WORKSHOP

   

     

By The Way, Meet Vera Stark
AUDITIONS

February 19 & 20 at 7:00pm

Sister Act
AUDITIONS

February 19 & 20 at 7:00pm

89th Season Announcement
PARTY

February 21 at 5:30pm

AUDITION DATES
Sunday, February 19th at 7:00pm
Monday, February 20th at 7:00pm
LOCATION
The Carver Center - 426 S Park St.
(Those auditioning are encouraged to 
arrive thirty minutes prior to audition time.)

CASTING
We will be seeking a highly diverse cast of 24-26
actors ages 16 and up. There are specifically 
written roles for African American actors.

REQUIREMENTS
Those auditioning will be asked to sing 16-32
measures of a song. Please bring sheet music 
as an accompanist will be provided. Those 
auditioning may also be asked to learn a dance
combination and read from the script.

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE
Rehearsals will be held Monday through Friday 
from 7:00 PM – 10:00 PM beginning 
March 20th – May 4th, 2017
PERFORMANCES
May 5th - May 21st, 2017
(Potential Holdover through May 28th)

DIRECTOR
James C. Carver

MUSICAL DIRECTOR
Cynthia Hunter

CHOREOGRAPHER
Georgie Reigel

To register visit www.KazooCivic.com or call 269-343-2280 x1013

UPCOMING AUDITIONS & AUDITION PREP

For detailed production, audition and workshop information or to register online please visit www.KazooCivic.com

AUDITION DATES
Sunday, February 19th at 7:00pm
Monday, February 20th at 7:00pm

LOCATION
The Carver Center - 426 S Park St.
(Those auditioning are encouraged to 
arrive thirty minutes prior to audition time.)

CASTING
We will be seeking a highly diverse cast of 4 women
and 3 men ages 16 and up. There are specifically
written roles for African American actors.

REQUIREMENTS
Those auditioning will be asked to read from 
the script.

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE
Rehearsals will be held Monday through Friday 
from 7:00 PM – 10:00 PM beginning 
February 27th – April 6th, 2017

PERFORMANCES
April 7th - April 23rd, 2017

DIRECTOR
Emily Campbell Berezowsky

AUDITION DATES
Sunday, February 19th at 6:00pm
Monday, February 20th at 6:00pm

LOCATION
Civic Auditorium - Green Room - 329 S. Park St.
(Those auditioning are encouraged to 
arrive thirty minutes prior to audition time.)

CASTING
Seeking a cast of 9 to 12 actors ages 50 
and up.

REQUIREMENTS
Those auditioning will be asked to read from 
the script.

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE
Rehearsals will be held Monday through Friday 
from 5:30 PM – 7:00 PM beginning 
March 20th – April 20th, 2017

PERFORMANCES
April 21st - April 30th, 2017

DIRECTOR
Fred Western

FREE AUDITION WORKSHOPS

AUDITION PREP
FREE Inside the Civic Audition Workshops

Saturday, February 11th, 2017
ADVANCED REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

ADVANCED 
REGISTRATION IS 

REQUIRED

ADVANCED 
REGISTRATION IS 

REQUIRED

ADVANCED 
REGISTRATION IS 

REQUIRED
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COLOR PRINTING PROVIDED BY RIVERRUN PRESS;  ART DIRECTION BY JANET GOVER;  GRAPHIC DESIGN BY TAMARA DIAMOND

THE KALAMAZOO 
CIVIC THEATRE

329 South Park Street | Kalamazoo | Michigan | 49007

    

THRU FEB 12TH
THE PARISH THEATRE • MUSICAL

Book & Lyrics by Bill Russell
Music by Henry Krieger 

“Goes right to the heart 
of every emotion without ever 
becoming sentimental.”

– Chicago Sun-Times

Based on the true story of conjoined twins and
famed early 20th century entertainers Violet and
Daisy Hilton, Side Show is a remarkable musical
about acceptance, love, and embracing one’s
uniqueness.  Though they are conjoined, they yearn
for very different lives.  Side Show features soulful
music, stunningly beautiful lyrics and powerhouse
show stopping numbers.  Side Show is a true story
that will touch audiences’ hearts.

Production 
Sponsors:

2016-2017 
Civic Main Season 

Presenter:

NOW
PLAYING!

For TICKETS Call

269-343-1313
or visit www.KazooCivic.com


