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Second Chances, Changing lives
et in America during the Great Depression, 
this classic American play tells the story of

George and Lennie, two migrant farm workers, who
go in search of new beginnings and second chances.
They are hoping to attain their shared dream – to put
together enough money to buy a small piece of land
and build a home.

After a long and exhausting journey, they arrive 
at a farm in California to look for work. They soon
find themselves in trouble when Lennie, a gentle
giant with a simple nature, runs into trouble after a
misunderstanding at one of the farms. The action
spirals out of control and leaves the relationship
between two men, bound together by friendship, 
in question. Will George stand by his best friend, or
stay the course to fulfill his own American dream?

New beginnings and second chances are themes
that echo through this piece, and as the cast and
crew grew to know each other, it was apparent that
one particular cast member had faced his own ‘new
beginnings and second chances,’ and has changed
many lives.

ron dundon, who plays Candy, experienced the
ultimate in second chances thirteen years ago when

he was brought back to life after suffering cardiac
arrest while playing hockey. An avid skater, and in
good health, Ron was playing with an “Over 30”
league at Lawson Ice Arena, and the overexertion
created a high heart rate and extra adrenaline 
resulting in cardiac arrest. Ron was fortunate that 
a teammate and the opponent’s goalie were part of
the KDPS team, and they brought him back to life
using a defibrillator. After being brought back to 
life, it was discovered that he had multiple clogged
arteries, and Ron underwent a quadruple bypass. 

Post recovery, Ron realized his life was saved
because of access to a defibrillator and being with
people who knew how to use one. He learned that
there were some areas in Kalamazoo County that did
not have easy access to one, and lives were being
lost because of it. He asked dr. William Fales

what he could do to help. Ron co-founded a 
nonprofit with the goal of providing first responders
of Kalamazoo County enough defibrillators to have
one within five minutes of any emergency. 

Ron says if it hadn’t been for the Civic, he never
would have had the confidence to do the public
speaking needed to secure so many donations to the
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PErForMANCE DATES:2015-2016 Season Presenter:

Friday march 4th 7:30pm
Saturday march 5th 7:30pm
Thursday march 10th 7:30pm
Friday march 11th 7:30pm
Saturday march 12th 7:30pm
Sunday march 13th 2:00pm
Friday march 18th 7:30pm
Saturday march 19th 7:30pm

oF MICE AND MEN
prodUCTioN Team:
Director: Todd espeland

Scenic Designer: deb Bruner

Costume/Hair/Makeup Designer: emily N. Brink

Lighting Designer: Katie anderson

Sound Designer: annmarie miller

Technical Director: phillip a. miller

Properties Master: Stacy Bartell

Stage Manager: mike artis

CaST:
George: david Noyes 

+

Lennie: mitch voss

Candy: ron dundon 
+

The Boss: Bob Terwilliger 
+

Curley: robert davidson 
+

Curley’s Wife: Sarah Kolber *
+

Slim: dan lafferty 
+

Carlson: r.J. Soule 
+

Whit: Joseph ruppert

Crooks: dale mitchell 
+

CreW:
Asst. Stage Manager/Sound Board Operator: 

anna Grossi

Asst. Stage Manager/Floor Manager: lou irwin, Jr.

Light Board Operator: dixie edwards

* Denotes Civic Debut
+ Denotes Academy of Theatre Arts Student

 

By John Steinbeck
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upComIng AT A gLAnCE

inside the Civic
Free YoUTh aUdiTioN WorKShop

march 12

and Then there Were None (SCrT)
aUdiTioNS

march 6 & 7 at 6:00pm

hairspray
aUdiTioNS

march 6 & 7 at 7:00pm

“HANDS ON A HARDBODY” RADIO PROMOTION“OF MICE AND MEN” PHOTO SHOOT “STEEL MAGNOLIAS” PHOTO SHOOT

Saturday, march 12th
at The Carver Center Free WorKShopS For Youth 

ages 9 through high School Seniors.
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Second Chances,
Changing lives

cause. Ron had grown up in what was then
known as the Junior Civic, and he acquired the
skills and guidance to feel comfortable in front 
of an audience. Ron said, “The Civic does a vital
service in training young people. Those skills 
are lifelong!” 

Ron made his Civic ‘re-debut’ in Arsenic and
Old Lace in 2014, reprising the role of Dr. Einstein
which he had played 50 years earlier in a
Kalamazoo Central H.S. production. Ron and his
wife, dixie edwards, have become enthusiastic
volunteers and Civic supporters. Ron says his
involvement with the Civic now is “the most 
fulfilling way to fill your time as a retiree.”

We invite you to come and see the entire 
company in Of Mice and Men. Steinbeck is one of
the greatest storytellers of the twentieth century,
and this piece remains one of the most poignant
statements of being human that contemporary
theatre has produced. And thank you Ron, for
sharing your story.

For T ICKETS V IS IT

www.kazooCivic.com
or call the Box office at 

269-343-1313

STILL LIFE WITH IRIS AudITIon & CoSTumE dESIgn WoRkSHopS

CoSTUme deSiGN WorKShop
10:30am-Noon

aUdiTioN WorKShop
11:30am-1:30pm

aUdiTioN daTeS
Sunday, march 20th at 4:00pm
monday, march 21st at 4:00pm

loCaTioN
The Carver Center – Muzzi Dance Studio
426 South Park St.
(Those auditioning are encouraged to 
arrive thirty minutes prior to audition time.)

CaSTiNG
Seeking a Company (actors and production crew)
of approximately 30 youth (For onstage roles and
production crew opportunities which may include
Props, Costumes/Make-Up, Paint, Lighting, 
Sound, Assistant Stage Management and a
Scenery Building crew) ages 9 through a Senior 
in High School. Students must have turned 9 on 
or before the day of the first rehearsal.

rehearSal/CreW SChedUle
Rehearsals and crews will meet 
Monday through Friday from 4:00pm-6:00pm 
april 11th – may 19th

reQUiremeNTS
Those wishing to audition are required to register
in advance for either the Sunday, march 20th or
monday, march 21st audition date. By registering
in advance you will receive your audition paperwork,
as well as, all pertinent information via email prior
to the auditions.
• A parent or guardian is required to attend the 
first 60 minutes of auditions.

• Those auditioning for onstage roles will be 
asked to read from the script.

• Those auditioning for crew positions will be 
asked to listen to designer presentations, speak 
to designers/technicians and indicate interest 
for specific crews.

• All students auditioning will need to indicate 
a preference for “acting only”, “Tech only” 
or “either/or”.

perFormaNCeS
may 20th – may 28th  

direCTor
Kevin dodd

Free

iNSide The CiviC 

aUdiTioN prep &

TeCh WorKShopS

Saturday, 

march 12th  

advaNCe 

reGiSTraTioN 
iS reQUired

“OF MICE AND MEN” - MITCH VOSS & DAVID NOYES



  & and Then there Were None (SCrT)
TiCKeTS Go oN Sale
march 14 at 10:00am

pring is a busy time here at the Civic –
we have lots of great shows left in 

the season, and we are planning some equally
exciting productions for our 
88th season!  

We had the distinct pleasure
of announcing our upcoming
season to an enthusiastic
crowd of volunteers, patrons,
donors, and sponsors on
Tuesday, February 23rd.  We
couldn’t be happier about the
opportunity to produce great
musicals like Oklahoma!,
Pirates of Penzance in Concert,
and area premieres  of Side
Show, and A Christmas Story,
the Musical!  Our lineup of plays
is equally exciting with Sylvia,
To Kill A Mockingbird, Much Ado About Nothing,
and the area premiere of By The Way, Meet
Vera Stark. The Civic Youth Theatre has a 
wonderful lineup including a beautiful stage
adaptation of The Borrowers, Ramona Quimby,
and the beloved disney’s Beauty and the Beast,
Jr. And our Senior Class Reader’s Theatre will
have the pleasure of performing a staged reading
of A.R. Gurney’s The Dining Room, in addition
to Pirates of Penzance in Concert.

Choosing a season to produce is one of the
most challenging and rewarding activities we do
here at the Civic each season.  Providing a

diverse season of offerings for
our volunteers and audiences 
to enjoy is at the heart of 
what we do.  I’d like to take 
this opportunity to thank our
playreading committee and
staff, who worked tirelessly to
come up with an sensational
season that will challenge,
entertain and delight  us all year
long.  Keep your eye out in may

for your season subscription

brochure, and be one of the

first to secure your ticket to

great shows all season long.

If you are like me, winter is
wearing on far too long, and I am ready for
spring.  But until mother nature catches up, I am
looking forward to staying warm and enjoying
our upcoming productions of Stuart Little and
4,000 Miles, and I hope you are too. And if you
haven’t seen Of Mice and Men, it is playing now
through March 19th in the Parish Theatre.  I truly
hope you are enjoying our 87th season of 
offerings and will join us again for the 88th season
for another year of great theatre. – KC

announcing our 88th Season lineup!

S

Kristen Chesak
Executive Director

academy of Theatre arts
SpriNG BreaK daY Camp BeGiNS

april 4

Still life with iris (CYT)
aUdiTioNS

march 20 & 21 at 4:00pm

Stuart little (CYT)
opeNS

march 18 at 7:30pm

“STUART LITTLE” REHEARSAL INSIDE THE CIVIC TECHNICAL 
WORKSHOP: GENDER BENDING MAKE UP

ADVANCEMENT CAMPAIGN ANNOUNCEMENT“OF MICE AND MEN” COMPANY

enroll online today at 

www.kazooCivic.com
or call 269-343-2280.

noW REgISTERIng!
2016 SpriNG BreaK 

daY CampS!
(For Students Grades K-9)

FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE!

On February 9th The Kalamazoo Civic Theatre
announced that it has raised $3.8 million as
part of its $5.1 million The Art of Enriching
Lives campaign, a fundraising effort to invest
significant resources in refurbishing the Civic,
purchasing technologically advanced production
equipment, and seeding a facility maintenance
endowment fund. 

Now, we need your support to help us reach our
important goal! Please contribute today by making
a one-time gift, or a multi-year pledge to be paid
over three years. Your contributions will protect
the honored traditions of your community theatre.

Several critical infrastructure needs will be
addressed, including replacing the roofs on 
the Civic Auditorium, Parish Theatre and Carver
Center. The copper roof on the Civic Auditorium
is the original roof from 1931!

Plans also include replacement of carpeting and
repair and reupholstering of furniture in the Civic
Auditorium.  Patrons will also enjoy the addition
of seating risers and wheelchair accessibility
features, upgrades to lighting and sound 
equipment, WiFi installation and substantial
improvements to the HVAC system.

help us continue to offer safe, comfortable,
state-of-the-art facilities for generations 
to come!

www.KazooCivic.com
Simply click on the Support Tab  

or call Brett Carr, Development Director 

at 269-343-2280

AN ADVANCEMENT CAMPAIGN

donations can be made 
online at: 
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PErForMANCE DATES:
Friday march 18th 7:30pm
Saturday march 19th 1:00pm
Saturday march 19th 4:00pm
Sunday march 20th 2:00pm
Wednesday march 23rd 9:30am
Wednesday march 23rd Noon
Thursday march 24th 9:30am
Thursday march 24th Noon
Friday march 25th 7:30pm

For TICKETS CAll

269-343-1313
or visit www.KazooCivic.com

Production Sponsors:

2015-2016 
Season Presenter:

March 18 – March 25
The CiviC AudiTorium • PLAY • CiviC YouTh TheATre

All the charm, wisdom and joy of the E.B. White original are captured in this endearing

stage adaptation.  A most unusual mouse who happens to be born into an ordinary

New York family, Stuart struggles to survive in his super-sized world of humans. Shy

and thoughtful, his greatest adventure comes when his best friend, a beautiful little

bird named Margalo, disappears from her nest. In no time at all, his life becomes a

series of adventures and misadventures, which are brought vividly to life on stage.

Children of all ages will fall in love with this timeless tale.

Adapted by Joseph Robinette

Original by E. B. White


