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This Powerful Contemporary Drama is a Must See
saw the most interesting play last night – 
you should see it!”  Don’t you love going

to the theatre, and seeing a play you have never
even heard of, and sharing your discovery with
your friends?

Part of the Civic’s mission is to produce a
diverse spectrum of theatre, and that includes
new works never produced in the Kalamazoo
area, or works which our audiences may not have
heard of, such as this month’s contemporary
drama, 4000 Miles. Producing these works is an
important part of our goal to delight and challenge
both our audiences, and our volunteers.  

4000 Miles will remind audiences what separates
generations, but also what brings them together.

After suffering a major loss while on a cross-
country bike trip, 21 year old Leo shows up at his
Grandmother Vera’s West Village apartment.  And
that’s when the real journey begins. Arriving with
a bike, no money and nowhere to go, he’s just
looking for a place to stay and a little help from the
feisty 91 year-old. Over the course of a single month,
these unlikely roommates infuriate and bewilder each
other.  Ultimately they discover the fragile connec-

tion they share, and that the difference between 
growing up and growing old, isn’t so different.

Former WMU Theatre Department Professor
and Chair Emeritus D. Terry Williams returns to
the Civic to direct 4000 Miles.  A surprising play
in which the premise alone could provide all sorts
of comic dialogue, but the depth and heart of the
relationship between Leo and Vera make this a
truly powerful story.  According to Williams, “The
tender and mercurial relationship between the
warm-hearted grandmother, Vera, and her anxious
but caring grandson, Leo, is filled with humor,
pathos and compassion. This moving and funny
one-act play will reveal many wonderful moments
about both of these surprising characters.”
Allison Crockett is playing Vera, a no-nonsense

grandmother who is also a member of the
Communist party.  When asked if she found that
challenging, Crockett replied, “Don’t know if I’ve
ever met a card carrying Communist, but my
friends and I are all a bunch of lefties so Vera and
I see eye to eye on most things political.”
Crockett enjoys working with such a small cast,
and is honored to finally work with Williams.  In

I

ASL Interpreted performance

PERFORMANCE DATES:2015-2016 Season Presenter:

Friday            April 8th          7:30pm
Saturday        April 9th          7:30pm
Thursday       April 14th        7:30pm
Friday            April 15th        7:30pm
Saturday        April 16th        7:30pm
Sunday          April 17th        2:00pm
Friday            April 22nd        7:30pm
Saturday        April 23rd        7:30pm

4000 MILES
PRODUCTION TEAM:
Director: D. Terry Williams
Scenic Designer: David Kyhn
Costume/Hair/Makeup Designer: 
Barbara B. Moelaart

Lighting/Sound Designer: Kristen Chesak
Technical Director: Phillip A. Miller
Properties Master: Stacy Bartell
Stage Manager: Jeanne LaHaie

CAST:
Leo Joseph-Connell: Aaron C. Rutherford
Vera Joseph: Allison L. Crockett +

Bec: Renee Beaudoin *

Amanda: Shuyuan Wang *

CREW:
Asst. Stage Manager: Renee Beaudoin *

Sound Board Operator: Geoff LaHaie
Light Board Operator: Gari Voss

* Denotes Civic Debut
+ Denotes Academy of Theatre Arts Student

 

By Amy Herzog

PICTURED ABOVE: AARON RUTHERFORD AND
SHUYUAN WANG IN REHEARSAL FOR ‘4000 MILES’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

“

[Due to mature content and language, ‘4000 Miles’ is recommended for patrons 16+.]



Hairspray & Still Life with Iris (CYT)
TICKETS GO ON SALE
April 18 at 10:00am

UPCOMING AT A GLANCE

4000 Miles
OPENS

April 8 at 7:30pm

And Then there Were None (SCRT)
OPENS

April 15 at 2:00pm

ACADEMY OF 
THEATRE ARTS

“STUART LITTLE” PHOTO SHOOT   “AND THEN THERE WERE NONE” REHEARSAL

CONTINUED FROM COVER PAGE

This Powerful
Contemporary Drama

is a  Must See
playing a 91 year old character, Crockett finds the
biggest challenge is helping the audience make
sense of Vera’s non-sequiturs and frequent word
loss, and making sure the dialogue is relevant
to the audience even as they feel her frustration.  

Amy Herzog’s dramatic comedy received the
Obie Award for Best New American Play, was 
a finalist for the 2013 Pulitzer Prize for Drama,
and was named the “best play of 2012” by 
TIME magazine.

Hairspray
OPENS

May 6 at 7:30pm

  
  

 

“STUART LITTLE” 
BEHIND THE SCENES

“4000 MILES” REHEARSAL

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING
AUDITION WORKSHOP
Time: 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Work with the director to prepare for auditions for
this character-driven Shakespearean piece.

OKLAHOMA! AUDITION WORKSHOP
Time: 12:30 PM - 4:00 PM 
The director, music director, and choreographer 
will all be on hand to help participants prepare to
audition for this American musical theatre classic.

Saturday, May 7th
The Carver Center  •  For Adults Ages 16+

For details or to register online 
please visit www.KazooCivic.com

ADVANCED REGISTRATION IS REQUESTED

FREE AUDITION PREP

Enroll online today at www.KazooCivic.com or call 269-343-2280.

OPENHOUSE

Saturday, May 7th

Carver Center • Noon-2:00pm

Financial aid is available for 
students of all ages!

Applications are available 
online at 

www.KazooCivic.com

This summer come home to the Academy of Theatre Arts! 
You can choose to relax, have fun, and expand your skills in a comfortable 

environment—there is something for everyone!



any of you have great memories of 
the Civic – maybe you were part of

Junior Civic, or you make it a tradition to bring
your family to the holiday
show each season, or maybe
you enjoy a production with
family or friends through 
your season subscription each
month.  Perhaps you have
enjoyed the exhilaration of
performing and the accolades
of a curtain call.  Or maybe you
have had the pleasure of
watching your son or daughter
participate in live theatre for
the first time. Your connection
to the Civic is special and as
a steward of the Civic, I
understand how important
safe, clean and comfortable facilities are to
your experience.  

By now hopefully you’ve heard that we
have embarked on a campaign to raise capital
funds for much needed repairs and upgrades
to our facilities.  We also hope to increase the
principle of our endowment ensuring that
funds will be available for future generations
to continue to maintain the Civic.   Our ultimate
goal is to raise $5.1 million dollars that will
allow us to perform essential repairs to our
facilities such as replace the copper roof,
repair the existing water damage made by
the roof; repair and replace the heating and
cooling systems as well as replace the carpet
and upholstery. We also hope to be able to
make upgrades to our lighting systems,
replace the draperies in all three of our venues
and replace outdated production equipment.
The hearing assistance system in the
Auditorium will be upgraded to a T-loop system
and a similar system will be installed in
Parish.  And we will be able to enjoy WiFi in
all of our buildings for the first time ever.  

Upgrading and repairing our facilities will
allow us to continue to offer excellent theatrical
productions and educational experiences to our

community in safe, state of 
the art facilities for the 39,000
patrons, 1,100 volunteers, and
850 students each season. 

I am pleased to be able 
to report that thanks to the 
generosity of our community,
we have raised $4.4 million
dollars to date! We are very
close to our goal, and now have
an extraordinary opportunity 
to double any future gifts 
for this campaign!  Thanks to 
the generosity of The Irving S.
Gilmore Foundation, we have
secured a dollar-for-dollar

matching gift to help us reach our goal and
start work on repairing our beautiful facilities.

I am asking for your help to finish our
campaign and guarantee that these upgrades
and repairs can take place so that the Civic 
is here for you and future generations, 
offering the same opportunities and creating
wonderful memories for a lifetime.  Please
give to this campaign.  You can go online at
www.KazooCivic.com\change-lives or call
the office at 343-2280 for staff member
assistance.  Together we can ensure that the
Civic remains a cornerstone of our cultural life
here in Kalamazoo for generations to come. – KC

Matching Gift Announced for the Art of Enriching Lives Campaign

M

Kristen Chesak
Executive Director

Academy of Theatre Arts
SUMMER OPEN HOUSE
May 7 (Noon - 2:00pm)

Oklahoma!
AUDITIONS

May 15 & 16 at 7:00pm

“4000 MILES” REHEARSAL “STUART LITTLE”
REHEARSAL

ACADEMY OF THEATRE ARTS“AND THEN THERE WERE NONE” 
REHEARSAL

   

Inside the Civic
FREE AUDITION WORKSHOPS

May 7

Much Ado About Nothing
AUDITIONS

May 15 & 16 at 7:00pm

ADVANCEMENT 
CAMPAIGN GOAL

$4.4 Million

www.KazooCivic.com
Simply click on the Support Tab  

or call Brett Carr, Development Director 
at 269-343-2280

Donations can be made online at: 

$3 Million

$2 Million

$1 Million

“There’s something about 
this building being downtown,
right in the heart of the city. 

It’s vital to the heart and soul 
of Kalamazoo.”

– Christina Griffin
(Patron / Volunteer)

TODAY

ACADEMY OF THEATRE ARTS  
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COLOR PRINTING PROVIDED BY RIVERRUN PRESS;  ART DIRECTION BY JANET GOVER;  GRAPHIC DESIGN BY TAMARA DIAMOND

THE KALAMAZOO 
CIVIC THEATRE

329 South Park Street | Kalamazoo | Michigan | 49007

    

TICKETSON SALENOW!

ASL Interpreted performance

PERFORMANCE DATES:
Friday           April 15th        2:00pm
Saturday       April 16th        7:30pm
Sun               April17th         2:00pm
Friday           April 22nd        7:30pm
Saturday       April 23rd        7:30pm
Sunday         April 24th        2:00pm

FOR TICKETS CALL
269-343-1313
or visit www.KazooCivic.com

Production
Sponsors:

2015-2016 
Season Presenter:

April 15 – April 24
THE CARVER CENTER STUDIO • MYSTERY

SENIOR CLASS READER’S THEATRE

It’s Agatha Christie at her murderous best!  Ten strangers are lured by a mysterious host
for a relaxing weekend at a remote island resort. Once the guests have arrived there is
a suspicious death. The guests are trapped! The host accuses each person, via a
recording, of having escaped justice for a past murder. Unable to leave the island, the
guests begin to share their darkest secrets... until they begin to fall, one by one. The ever
dwindling party rushes to unmask the hidden killer in their midst. Who is the murderer?
Who is next? This classic whodunit will keep you guessing right up until the very end.

By Agatha Christie


