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DISTRACTED
PERFORMANCE DATES

NEXT UP IN THE CIVIC AUDITORIUM The Drowsy Chaperone ◆ TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW!

Fri April 15 8:00pm

Sat April 16 8:00pm

Thu April 21 7:30pm

Fri April 22 8:00pm

Sat April 23 8:00pm

Fri April 29 8:00pm

Sat April 30 8:00pm

Sun May 1 2:00pm

SIGNED PERFORMANCE
Thursday, April 21 at 7:30pm

FREE POST-SHOW 
TALKBACK

Saturday, April 23

APRIL 2011

FOR TICKETS CALL:
269-343-1313

or visit us online at: 

www.KazooCivic.com

Be sure to check out 
our facebook page 

for all of your latest Civic news

Facebook.com/KazooCivic

5th

Laugh at the Madness of Modern Life
s there something wrong

with 8-year-old Jesse? The
youngster is easily distracted.
But so are his Mother and
Father.  He raps, he swears,
he’s in trouble at school. He is
just too much. His distraught
mother turns to the internet,
professionals and even well
meaning neighbors seeking
help. Some say the problem is
Attention Deficit Disorder;
others blame allergies or
chemicals in the food or just
bad parenting. As her world
unravels, the young boy’s
mother wrestles with the ago-
nizing choice of whether or
not to medicate her child.  All
the while facing the multi-
tasking madness of her own
“modern life”. Where will she
find the answer? With her
provocative sense of humor,
award-winning playwright Lisa
Loomer gives us a new play
that asks: “Are we so tuned in
to our CNN sound bite world
that we’ve tuned out the
things that really matter?”
The subject matter and lan-
guage found in Distracted is
most appropriate for the more
mature members of the family. 

Distracted opened Off-
Broadway in 2009 starring
Cynthia Nixon.  At that time,
playwright Loomer noted that
she was inspired to write the
play shortly after her own
child enrolled in school.
“What I was seeing,” she said,
“was an increasing number of
children being diagnosed with
A.D.D., with bipolar disorder,

with anxiety disorder, with
depression.” She continued
by saying “This is an A.D.D.
society, and I don’t know
whether this is a dysfunction
or a difference. There are peo-
ple in the play who know, and
you’ll hear from them. I want
the audience to leave the the-
ater thinking about that. . .”

Our production of Distracted
is being directed by Kathy Mulay
(Deathtrap, The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee).  
The impressive cast features Civic
veterans Christine Andrews
(All My Sons, Misery), Allison
L. Crockett (On Golden Pond),
Mary Landreville (The Wizard
of Oz, Esperanza Rising, Lyle the
Crocodile), Kelly Moran Downey
(Is He Dead, The Baker’s Wife),
Michael  J. Morrison (A Chorus
Line) and Katherine Nofs
(Zombie Prom, Gypsy). Making
their Civic debuts are Elizabeth
Lane-Davies, Hayden Lane-Davies
and Charles Saulino.  April L.
Van Lester - Thuma is stage
managing the production.

By Lisa Loomer

April 15 – May 1
Parish Theatre  |  Comedy/Drama

(STRONG LANGUAGE)

DID YOU
KNOW?
• 

• 

Tickets are selling quickly so

you won’t want to wait, order

yours today! Call the Civic

box office at 343-1313
or visit the Civic online at

www.KazooCivic.com
Special ticket prices are available

for seniors, students and groups.

2010-2011 
Parish Theatre 

season presenter:

I
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he performing arts

provide value and

richness to our lives

that is unmatched by

any other experience.

That is why we are so

pleased to be able to

offer educational

opportunities to the

students who live in

and around Kalamazoo.

The young people

who participate in our

classes and camps

not only gain an understanding of

the theatre, but they also gain

valuable insights into their own

senses of creativity, communication

and self esteem.  This past season

446 young, aspiring actors and

technicians enjoyed life enriching

experiences while creating stories,

learning musical numbers and

developing skills in the areas of

costuming, props, electrics,

scenery and painting.  

We recently mailed our 2011-2012

Theatre Arts Education Catalog,

which outlines the classes and

camps we’ll be offering as part of

our upcoming season.   We’re really

excited about the assortment of

opportunities we’ve put together;

truly there is something for every-

one regardless of age, experience

or skill level.  If you are a student

age 6 to 18 or have a student in

your life that might benefit from

taking classes at the Civic I would

encourage you to take a look at

our catalog.  If by chance you 

didn’t receive one in the mail, just

give us a call at 343-2280 and

we’ll be happy to send one to you.

Or you can always access it online

at www.KazooCivic.com. We’ve

worked very hard to keep tuition

prices affordable and have main-

tained our practice of offering 

discounts for multiple classes

taken during the same session.

And as a reminder, scholarships 

are available for

every class or camp

session.  Scholarship

applications for the

summer session are

already available

online. 

There are over

7,000 community

theatres in the

United States and

on military bases

overseas and the

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre is ranked

number three in the country.  So

what makes us the third in the

nation?  Well, certain considerations

such as size of budget, number of

productions and annual participation

are quantifiable.  Equally important,

although less easily calculated is

our strong tradition of excellence –

whether it’s producing theatre of

the highest caliber or offering life

changing educational experiences

to students of all ages.  Without

the time, talent and treasure supplied

by our community, we would not

be a successful and thriving 

community theatre.   Here at the

Civic, we rely on 1300 volunteers

and 29 staff members to produce 

a season for the education and

enjoyment of approximately

35,000 patrons.  If you have had

the opportunity to participate in a

production this season either as a

volunteer or a patron, you know

that we are not your average 

community theatre.  It is inspiring

to be surrounded by the amazing

amount of talent and generosity

that our community has to offer.

Thank you for being a part of 

the Civic!

◆ KRISTEN CHESAK
Managing Director

Be a part of the community, 
be a part of the Civic

T

82 SEASONS OF QUALITY THEATRE
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KRISTEN CHESAK
Managing Director

NOW PLAYING
IN THE CIVIC AUDITORIUM

Where art comes to life.

By Thornton Wilder

thru April 16
Civic Auditorium  |  American Classic

As compelling today as it was when first 

performed in 1938, this American classic 

celebrates the beauty of life as it is played out

against a simplistic backdrop of daily rituals.

Throughout the morning and the rest of the 

day, the townspeople of Grover’s Corners eat

breakfast, work in town, do household chores,

garden, gossip, go to school, attend choir 

practice, and admire the moonlight. As they

unfold, these timeless activities provide us with 

a deeply moving, universal glimpse into the 

concerns of all humankind.

sponsors:

Call the Box Office Today at 343-1313 for Tickets or order online at www.KazooCivic.com!

“… a beautifully evocative play”
– The New York Times
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Where art comes to life.
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NOTE: See The Civic’s Theatre Arts Education catalog or call for Youth Theatre Class/Camp Cancellation Policies.  
The catalog is available online at www.KazooCivic.com or call 299-343-2280 and one will be mailed to your home.

SAVE$25 *
or moreon classes

BUILD FOUNDATIONS for Ages 6-8
Monkey Around  (7/11-7/15 • 9 AM-12 PM)
Through stories about animals, the dramatic journey begins as creatures come
off the pages to life through vocal exercises, movement activities and the use 
of imagination. Recommended for first-timers.

Telling Tales  (7/11-7/15 • 1 PM-4 PM)
Tall tales, fairytales, myths, legends and folklore will be explored in this unique
introduction to storytelling, improvisation and design.  Students will develop 
fantastical fairytale fortresses and lands far, far away as they create the setting
and then perform the story itself.

Aye, Aye Adventure  (7/11-7/15 • 1 PM-4 PM)
Dive deep into a dramatic journey as you board the ship and sail the Seven Seas
taking inspiration from pirate stories and legends.  Use your imagination or you may
have to walk the plank!

Fantastical Folk  (7/18-7/22 • 9 AM-12 PM)
Elves, fairies, pixies, talking animals—all of these fabled folk will come to life in
this class for young actors.  Learn how to use a script and deliver lines confidently.

Telling More Tales  (7/25-7/29 • 9 AM-12 PM)
Building upon previously learned skills in storytelling, improvisation and design,
you will continue to explore tall tales, fairytales, myths, legends and folklore to
create lands far, far away and strengthen your voice and acting skills.

Song Stretch  (7/11-7/15 • 9 AM-12 PM)
Future glee club members and musical theatre performers can get started in this
combination class!  Learn to coordinate the singing voice with the moving body to
the music.

Creation Station  (7/18-7/22 • 1 PM-4 PM)
There are no limits to what you can do in this creativity-charged exploration 
of movement, imagination and design.  Characters will be imagined, created 
and brought to life as you tap into your inner actor and your inner 
costume/makeup designer!

Dancing for Young Actors  (7/25-7/29 • 1 PM-4 PM)
In this theatre dance class specific to young dancers, learn the basics of proper
technique for the musical stage.  Ballet and jazz technique will be transformed
into age-appropriate choreography and character.

GAIN FOCUS for Ages 9-11
Joking Around  (7/11-7/15 • 9 AM-12 PM)
This is no laughing matter—comedy is hard work...and lots of fun!  In this popular
class, focus on movement and voice work that will get a laugh while developing a
serious creative process. Recommended for first-timers.

Speak the Truth  (7/11-7/15 • 9 AM-12 PM)
Learn to live truthfully in the given circumstances as your actor’s instinct is honed
in this scene study class.  Students will rehearse short scenes and learn what it
takes to audition for a play.

Beyond Blocking  (7/18-7/22 • 9 AM-12 PM)
Cross, counter-cross, upstage & downstage—how does it all go together?  Work
with an instructor and students from the Directing I class on a scene to develop
the story through character work and blocking.

Singing for Actors  (7/11-7/15 • 1 PM-4 PM)
Learn the ins and outs of the voice—from warming up to learning a song.  
The basics of reading music and skills to build a strong, healthy vocal instrument
will be explored.

ChoreoControl  (7/18-7/22 • 1 PM-4 PM)
Get control of your movement while working your voice and acting skills, too!
This class combines the voice and body to help students prepare for musical 
theatre in the future.

Make Moves  (7/25-7/29 • 9 AM-12 PM)
Do you think you can make up your own movement and create choreography?
In this beginning movement class, you will learn the fundamentals of dance and
creative movement then tackle creating your own choreography.

Dancing for Actors  (7/11-7/15 • 1 PM-4 PM)
Learn the basics of proper dance technique for the musical stage.  Ballet 
and jazz technique will be explored while training is put to use transforming
movement into age-appropriate choreography and character.

GETTING TECHNICAL:  Steel Toe Boot Camp**  (7/25-7/29 • 1 PM-4 PM)
In this whirl-wind adventure through technical theatre training, gain practical skills
in costumes, props, electrics, scenery, paint and more.  On the final day of class,
participate in an exciting theatre Olympics event that will showcase and test the
skills, speed and dexterity that was developed in class. 

FOLLOW THROUGH for Ages 12-14
All Around  (7/11-7/15 • 1 PM-4 PM)
Explore all aspects of acting—from script analysis to clowning to improvisation 
to solo performance as you become a stronger, bolder actor. 
Recommended for first-timers.

Accents and Dialects  (7/18-7/22 • 1 PM-4 PM)
Apply the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) to dialects and accents for the
stage.  British, American Southern, Irish, New England and others will be learned
and applied using various stage texts.

Singing for Actors  (7/25-7/29 • 9 AM-12 PM)
Learn the ins and outs of the voice—from warming up to learning a song.  
The basics of reading music and skills to build a strong, healthy vocal instrument
will be explored.

Triple Trouble  (7/25-7/29 • 1 PM-4 PM)
Explore exactly what it takes to be a musical theatre performer in this singing,
acting and dancing combination class.

Dancing for Actors  (7/18-7/22 • 9 AM-12 PM)
Learn the basics of proper dance technique for the musical stage.  Ballet
and jazz technique will be explored while training is put to use transforming
movement into age-appropriate choreography and character.

GETTING TECHNICAL:  
Steel Toe Boot Camp** (7/25-7/29 • 9 AM-12 PM)
In this whirl-wind adventure through technical theatre training, gain 
practical skills in costumes, props, electrics, scenery, paint and more.  On
the final day of class, participate in an exciting theatre Olympics event that will 
showcase and test the skills, speed and dexterity that was developed in class.

2011 Summer Classes

**A $10 Materials Fee Applies to all Getting Technical Classes

(All Summer Classes run Monday-Friday)

For more information, scholarship application forms and registration forms visitm!
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DAY
CAMP FEE

$275
DAY

CAMP FEE
$165

ACTING FOCUS:
Folktales From Afar
For Ages:  9-14
Camp Limit:  30 Campers
Date:  Monday-Friday, July 25-July 29    
Time:  9 AM-4 PM

Have you ever wondered what kinds of stories are told in Tanzania,
Nigeria, Malaysia or Finland?  In this dynamic week-long experience,
campers will travel around the world to explore and rehearse scripts of
folktales from across the globe.  Skills in acting and reading will be 
sharpened—work will be done to strengthen and best utilize the actor’s
tools of voice and body.  Campers will also learn how to take direction
and make strong acting choices on their own which can only help in any
future auditions a camper chooses to go to!  

MUSICAL THEATRE FOCUS:
Juke Box Rock
For Ages:  9-18
Camp Limit:  50 Campers
Date:  Monday-Friday, August 1-August 12   
Time:  9 AM-4 PM

Broadway has gone rock-n-roll and musical numbers have invaded 
television.  Recently, many pop songs have had musicals created around
them—Mamma Mia, Rock of Ages, All Shook Up, Jersey Boys, Million
Dollar Quartet, Xanadu and The Wedding Singer—and then there is Glee
and many dancing and singing competitions on television.  In this musical
revue, campers will explore making popular songs theatrical as they 
challenge all of their triple threat skills in singing, acting and dancing.
Focus will be on song interpretation, acting, choreography and gaining
vocal strength as the students prepare and rehearse to perform the 
revue at the end of camp on the Civic Auditorium Stage! 

*WE WANT TO MAKE
TAKING CLASSES 

AT THE CIVIC 
A FAMILY AFFAIR
For each full price class tuition 

of $80 we are offering you a second
tuition for just $55, which can be

used for the same student or 
another member of the family.

VE

5 *

FINALE STUDIO for High School Students
Stage Combat  (7/11-7/15 • 9 AM-12 PM)
Safety and technique first!  Students will learn the basics of the art of stage combat—from simple moves 
to choreographing an unarmed fight.  No prior experience necessary.

Acting for the Musical Stage  (7/25-7/29 • 1 PM-4 PM)
It is not just singing and dancing—the song must come to life and have meaning behind it!  Explore 
scenes and songs from popular musicals to gain a stronger technique in musical theatre performance in
this combination class.

Directing for the Stage  (7/18-7/22 • 9 AM-12 PM)
Learn the basics of staging, blocking, process and script analysis from the director’s point of view.  
This class will work with the BEYOND BLOCKING class on the actualization of short staging projects.

GETTING TECHNICAL:  Scenic Design**  (7/11-7/15 • 1 PM-4 PM)
From the first idea to research and creation, you will conceptualize scenic designs for a one-act play as 
you work with Scenic Designer, David Kyhn.  Classes will be spent on research, model creation and final
presentation of the designs.  Get a leg up and ahead so you are ready for college or to design for your school.

GETTING TECHNICAL:  Lighting Design** (7/18-7/22 • 1 PM-4 PM)
How does stage lighting help in telling the story of a play?  Learn what it takes to put together a 
lighting concept and design from the beginning in this hands-on class culminating in a design project.  
Get a leg up and ahead so you are ready for college or to design for your school.

CLASS SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE:
Tuesday, June 23, 2011

CLASS REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 
Tuesday, July 5, 2011

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE:
Monday, July 11, 2011

CAMP REGISTRATION DEADLINE:
Monday, July 18, 2011

2011 SU
M

M
ER

 CLASSES &
 D

AY CAM
PSLOOKING FOR A 

CHALLENGE?
TRY A SUMMER

CAMP!

or email or call 
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SIGNED PERFORMANCE
Thursday, May 12 at 7:30pm
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Call the Box Office Today at 343-1313 for Tickets or order online at www.KazooCivic.com!

Music and Lyrics by Lisa Lambert and Greg Morrison
Book by Bob Martin and Don McKellar

May 6 – May 22
Civic Auditorium  |  Musical Comedy

Get ready to be transported to a magical, wonderful world! A world where the critics are in

awe, the audiences are in heaven and the neighborhood is buzzing with excitement. Welcome

to The Drowsy Chaperone, the new musical comedy that is swooping into town with tons of

laughs and the most 2006 Tony Awards of any musical on Broadway! It all begins when a

die-hard musical fan plays his favorite cast album, a 1928 smash hit called The Drowsy
Chaperone, and the show magically bursts to life in his tiny apartment. You’ll be instantly

immersed in the glamorous, hilarious tale of a celebrity bride and her uproarious wedding day,

complete with enough thrills and surprises to send you soaring.

F

wwBeverages courtesy of Imperial Beverage.

Cost for the entire 
fun-filled evening is 

just $40.00

Ladies 
Night Out

Ladies, round up all your friends and
join us for this fun-filled annual event.
The pre-show reception, complete with

wine and hors d’oeuvres, 
will begin at 6:30pm in the side lounge

of the Civic Auditorium. 

At 7:45pm we’ll move into the
Auditorium, for a wonderful 

performance of The Drowsy Chaperone.

If you already have your ticket 
to the show, cost for the pre-show 

reception is $22.00.

Space is limited so make your 
reservations today!

CALL THE BOX OFFICE:
269-343-1313

or visit us online at: 

www.KazooCivic.com

Where art comes to life.

Friday, May 13th 
at 6:30pm

FUND RAISING EVENT

Fri May 6 8:00pm
Sat May 7 8:00pm
Thu May 12 7:30pm
Fri May 13 8:00pm
Sat May 14 8:00pm

Sun May 15 2:00pm
Fri May 20 8:00pm
Sat May 21 8:00pm
Sun May 22 2:00pm

sponsors:
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DON’T MISS OUR VERY SPECIAL

LADIES NIGHT OUT
PERFORMANCE OF

THE DROWSY
CHAPERONE

FRIDAY, MAY 13TH
Look inside for

more information.
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P E R M I T  N O . 714

THE KALAMAZOO 
CIVIC THEATRE

Where art comes to life.
329 South Park Street | Kalamazoo | Michigan | 49007
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

NEXT UP IN THE PARISH THEATRE The Hundred Dresses ◆ TICKETS GO ON SALE TO THE PUBLIC Mon, Apr 25th

YOU CAN’T
TAKE IT

WITH YOU 
PERFORMANCE DATES
Fri April 29 2:00pm

Sat April 30 7:00pm

Sun May 1 2:00pm

sponsors:

m!

By Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman

April 29 – May 1
Carver Center Studio  |  Comedy  |  Senior Class Reader’s Theatre

Grandpa Martin Vanderhof reigns over a delightful madhouse.  On any given day you’ll run

into his children and grandchildren, their spouses, and folks who just came for a visit and

never left.  All are artists, writers, and inventors who never let a lack of talent interfere with

having a good time.  The comedy is over the top in this wacky tribute to nonconformity,

but the moral of the story is thought provoking:  Find in yourself the courage to do with

your life what you really want to do.

TICKETS
ARE JUST

$5

FOR TICKETS CALL:
269-343-1313

or visit us online at: 

www.KazooCivic.com.
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