
eloved for generations,
this classic tale of friendship,
loyalty and trust is one of the
most cherished stories of all
time.  As this enchanting stage
adaptation unfolds, Fern 
raises Wilbur - the runt of the
litter - into a terrific and 
radiant pig. When Wilbur
moves into a new barn, he
begins a second profound
friendship with the most
unlikely of creatures - a spider
named Charlotte, and their
bond inspires the animals
around them to come together
as a family. When the word
gets out that Wilbur's days are
numbered, it seems that only
a miracle will save his life. 

Directed by our Youth
Theatre Director, Zac
Thompson, the cast and crew
features over 50 students from
the Kalamazoo area.

Charlotte's Web plays in
the Civic Auditorium, 329
South Park, Kalamazoo,
October 27 - November 4.
Order your tickets today by
calling the Box Office at
269-343-1313 or visit our 
website at www.kazoocivic.com.

As always, we offer special
group rates.

Do you remember
the first time you
came to the
Civic?

If you were raised in
Kalamazoo, there’s a good
chance that your first
experience with the Civic was
through the Junior Civic or
Civic Youth Theatre program.
You might have come to see a
play with your grandmother or
your Scout troop.

Each season thousands of
children from Kalamazoo 
and surrounding areas are 
introduced to the joys of 
live theatre by attending or 
participating in our Youth

Theatre productions. 
From the beginning, student

participants have been
involved in all aspects of the
youth theatre program,
receiving training in voice,
movement, acting, costuming,
scenic design and lighting.

Currently, our Youth Theatre
season is comprised of three
productions. Additionally, we
offer a wide assortment of
classes, workshops and
camps throughout the year.

Our Youth Theatre program
has made a significant contri-
bution to the cultural life of
Kalamazoo for over 75 years by
cultivating performers, techni-
cians,  and audience members.

October 2006

Civic Youth Theatre
CHARLOTTE’S WEB

Based on the book by E.B. White
Adapted by Joseph Robinette

Civic Auditorium

Fri Oct 27 7:00pm

Sat Oct 28 2:00pm

Sat Oct 28 4:30pm

Sun Oct 29 2:00pm

Wed Nov 1 10:00am

Wed Nov 1 12:30pm

Thu Nov 2 10:00am

Thu Nov 2 12:30pm

Thu Nov 2 4:30pm

Fri Nov 3 7:00pm

Sat Nov 4 2:00pm

Sat Nov 4 4:30pm

Box Office:  269-343-1313 Business Office: 269-343-2280 www.kazoocivic.com

Beloved ClassicBeloved Classic

October 27 thru November 4
Civic Auditorium

Based on the book by E.B. White  |  Adapted by Joseph Robinette

B



he 78th season at the
Kalamazoo Civic Theatre is now
underway and what a great kickoff
to our season! 42nd Street opened
on September 22nd and was 
held-over due to its overwhelming
popularity. I hope everyone got a
chance to see this spectacular show.
We also opened The Merry Wives of
Windsor in the Parish Theatre on
October 6th.  If you haven't seen
this hilarious show yet - you won't
want to miss it!

Mitch Albom's Duck Hunter
Shoots Angel will open in the Parish
Theatre on November 3rd. Mitch is
the #1 sports columnist in the
nation and writer of international
bestselling books The Five People
You Meet in Heaven and Tuesdays
with Morrie. We are very fortunate
to be one of the first theatres in the
country to be granted the opportu-
nity to produce this work and I hope
you will join me for a hilarious
romp in the swamps of Alabama. 

Our Youth Theatre is gearing up
for Charlotte's Web, also playing in
November at the Auditorium.  I can

tell you that I am in awe of all of the
hard work and learning that goes
into each CYT production and
Charlotte's Web is no different.
Seventy students have embarked on
a journey that will conclude with 
this production that is performed
and run by students for students. 
If your student was unable to take
advantage of this opportunity,
please take a moment to visit our
website www.kazoocivic.com, as
we have many other opportunities
for students throughout the coming
season.

In addition to our season 
offerings in the Auditorium and the
Parish Theatre, we have several other
programs that you won't want to
miss this season. The Senior Class
Reader's Theatre will be perform-
ing USO Show in the Carver
Center Studio in November.  This
piece is a fond look back at the
songs that touched our lives during
times of war. The Senior Class
Senior Reader's Theatre is now in its
third season, and we are very eager
to announce that we are working

hard to expand opportunities in this
program.  We will be increasing
the number of opportunities to 
perform with the Senior Class
Reader's Theatre in a variety of 
settings in the coming season. 
Stay tuned for more details. 

As always, I hope you will join
us for an upcoming event as a patron
or participant. There are many 
wonderful opportunities just ahead.

T

Learning and fun go hand in hand 
for these young actors during a  CYT

rehearsal of Charlotte’s Web.

Scripts are available and may be
checked out from the Business Office
with a $5.00 refundable deposit. If
you have previously volunteered or
auditioned we are happy to provide
you with a completed audition form
when you arrive. Simply call or email
and let us know that you are planning
to audition and we'll have your 
audition form ready for you. All of us
at the Civic are committed to the 
practices of flexible, imaginative 
casting.  We encourage volunteers of
all ethnicities and backgrounds to
participate in our creative endeavors.
Also, reasonable accommodations
will be made for those requiring 
special needs. 

For more information about
auditions, volunteering or
crew opportunities, call

269-343-2280
or visit our website at

www.kazoocivic.com

Scenes
BEHIND

THE SCENES

Auditions
UPCOMING
AUDITIONS

Audition Dates
Adults

Sun, Nov 12th  & Mon, Nov 13th at 7pm

Children
Sun, Nov 12th  & Mon, Nov 13th at 6:30pm

Processing of audition paperwork will begin 
one half hour before auditions

Where
Civic Auditorium Green Room • 329 South Park

Casting
Seeking a cast of 3 men able to play early 30's, 1
man able to play  40's-50's, 1 woman able to play
20's to early 30's and 1 woman able to play 40's for
leading and supporting roles. In addition, there is
one role for a boy able to play 8 years of age.    

Requirements
Auditionees will be asked to read from the script.  

First Rehearsal
Monday - November 20, 2006

Performance Dates
January 12 - 27, 2007

Director
Art Nemitz

Audition Dates
Adults

Sun, Nov 19th & Mon, Nov 20th at 8pm

Children
Sun, Nov 19th & Mon, Nov 20th at 7pm

Processing of audition paperwork will begin 
one half hour before auditions

Where
Muzzi Dance Studio in the Carver Center • 426 South Park

Casting
Seeking a cast of 6 women able to play 20's - 50's, 1 man able
to play a woman between 20's - 50's and 1 girl able to play an
8 year old for leading and supporting roles.   

Requirements
Those auditioning are asked to prepare 16 measures of an up-
tempo comedic Broadway style song. Please provide sheet
music, as an accompanist will be provided. Bring comfortable
clothes and shoes in which to perform a dance combination
which will be taught. Those auditioning for the girl are encour-
aged to bring tap shoes if they have them.  All may also be
asked to read from the script.  

First Rehearsal
Monday - November 27, 2006

Performance Dates
January 26 - February 10, 2007

Director Musical Director Choreographer
Morrie Enders Aaron Cassette Kathryn S. Williams

Our 2006-07 Season has something for everyone!

Kristen Chesak
Managing Director

C
O

LO
R

P
R

IN
T

IN
G

P
R

O
V

ID
E

D
B

Y
R

IV
E

R
R

U
N

P
R

E
S

S



From left to right: 
Shanna Parks, Michelle Robinson, Christine
Grodecki, Katrina Miller, Alizon Baretsky, Nick
Santiago and Crystal M. Lee

Interns

to order tickets, call 

269-343-1313
or visit our website at 

www.kazoocivic.com

In observation of

Veterans Day, our Senior

Class Reader's Theatre

will present a musical

review comprised of 

patriotic songs of hope

and remembrance. This

moving celebration will

serve as a heartfelt 

tribute to the brave men

and women who have served, and who continue to serve, in the armed forces.

Directed by Roger W. Burleigh, with Musical Direction by Lori Hatfield, the cast 

features Mary Ann Spalsbury, Laura Latiolais, Gwen Raseman, Lynette Baber, Glyni Fenn,

Priscilla Cronley Swiat, Donna Willoughby, Robert Griffin, Lou Irwin, Jr., Robert Husser, Bill

Richter, Gene Haulenbeek, David Senecal and Gary Willoughby. Making their Civic debuts are

Diane Byrne, Toni Stowe and Jay Miller.

Tickets are just $5.00 and may be purchased at the door
or by calling the box office.

USO ShowUSO SHOW

Fri Nov 10 2pm
Sat Nov 11 7pm
Sun Nov 12 2pm

sponsored by:

n 1945 we established an intern program that was
the first of its kind in the nation. The first intern hired
was Betty Ebert, who later married Jack Ragotzy.
Together they founded the Barn Theatre. Another 
former intern, James Pentecost, has gone on to stage
manage the Broadway productions of Romance,
Romance and LaCage aux Folles. In addition, Mr.
Pentecost served as Production Supervisor for the
Broadway revival of Gypsy starring Tyne Daly and
produced the Disney film Pocahontas. Tina
Newhouser, a Civic intern from 1992 - 1994 was part
of the stage management team for the Broadway
musical The Boy From Oz, starring Hugh Jackman.  

Artist-in-Residence Alma Bond, who will be 
serving as Dramaturge for our upcoming
production of Master Class also worked  as a Civic
intern back in 1946.  And, as you may know, our
Managing Director Kristen Chesak and Artistic
Director Morrie Enders began their careers as 
Civic interns.

Over the years our intern program has grown in
scope.  We recruit and interview candidates from all
over the country to fill internship positions, which are
offered as nine or twelve month contracts, based on
the position. Upon completion of their first season,
interns may apply to renew their contract for a 
second year.

From the first concept meeting for an upcoming
production through strike, our interns contribute to
the creative process. This valuable program

provides a transitional step between one's formal
education and a professional career. It's a time when
fundamentals learned in the educational arena can
be put into practice.  

We currently employ the talents of seven interns.
Our second year Costuming Intern Alizon Baretsky is
a graduate of State University of New York at
Geneseo. Joining Alizon in the costume shop this 
season is Kalamazoo native Shanna Parks who
recently graduated from Emerson College in Boston.
Originally from Bemidji, Minnesota, Michelle
Robison is returning for her second year as our Stage
Management Intern. Michelle is a graduate of
Bemidji State University.  Second year Scenic Design
Intern Nick Santiago, who hails from California, is a
graduate of Grinnell College. Joining Nick is first year
Scenic Design Intern Katrina Miller from Morris,
Illinois. Katrina was a Theatre major at Northern
Illinois University in Dekalb.  Crystal M. Lee, our first
year Lighting and Sound Intern, comes to us from
Galveston Island, Texas. She is a graduate of Sam
Houston State University in Huntsville, Texas.  Our
first year Technical Direction Intern Christine
Grodecki is originally from Shelby Township but, as a
graduate of Kalamazoo College, she has called
Kalamazoo home for quite a while.

One only has to spend a little time with these
seven talented artists to appreciate the 
contribution they will make to the Civic. Please join
us in welcoming them to Kalamazoo and the Civic.

MEET OUR
INTERNS

November 10, 11, & 12
Musical Review | Carver Center Studio Theatre

I

SENIOR
CLASS
Reader’s Theatre

      



to order tickets, call 
269-343-1313
or visit our website at 

www.kazoocivic.com

November 3 thru November 18
Comedy | Parish Theatre

Have you ever wondered
about those crazy stories in the
supermarket tabloids? You
know, like the sightings of
Elvis at the local Stop & Shop
or the space aliens that ate
Baltimore. Are they just made-up
baloney or is there a glimmer of truth in there
somewhere? This quirky new comedy by
Mitch Albom (Tuesdays with Morrie and The
Five People You Meet in Heaven) goes about
answering such questions.  Two “good old
boys”, Duane and Duwell Early, believe they
have brought down a celestial being hovering
over the swamps of Alabama.  Enter a jaded
tabloid writer and a photographer from New
York City who want an exclusive on this break-
ing “angel story” and you have an evening of
fun and laughter, filled with zany characters. It's
an out-of-this-world tale full of magical surpris-
es, unexpected second chances, and knee-slap-
ping humor.

Directed by D. Terry Williams, the cast features
Andrea Arvanigian as Kansas, Nikki Dobos as
Woman, Dave Holyoak as Sandy, Preston
Misner as Duwell, Tony Serra as Gator Man,
Clenten Sims as Lenny and Adam Weiner as
Lester. Making their Civic debuts are Matt
McCormick in the role of Duane and Runako
Marshall in the role of Banker.
(Adult Situations)

By Mitch Albom

sponsored by:

Duck Hunter
Shoots AngelMitch Albom’s

DUCK HUNTER
SHOOTS ANGEL

Fri Nov 3 8:00
Sat Nov 4 8:00 
Thu Nov 9 7:30
Fri Nov 10 8:00
Sat Nov 11 8:00
Sun Nov 12 2:00 
Fri Nov 17 8:00
Sat Nov 18 8:00

Civic Theatre

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre

Civic Theatre

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre
Kalamazoo Civic Theatre

v c Theatre   Kalamazoo Civic Theatre

THE KALAMAZOO
CIVIC THEATRE

329 South Park Street | Kalamazoo | Michigan | 49007
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