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2008-2009
SEASON

A CHORUS LINE
september 19 - october 5

CYRANO
october 3 - october 18

WILLY WONKA
november 21 - december 13

DEATHTRAP
january 16 - january 31

THE BAKER’S WIFE
january 30 - february 15

THE AFFECTIONS OF MAY
february 13 - february 28

DOUBT
february 27 - march 14

INTIMATE APPAREL
march 27 - april 11

STAGE DOOR
april 10 - april 25

THE FULL MONTY
may 15 - may 31

SENIOR CLASS 
READER’S THEATRE

SENIOR CLASS SOCK HOP
october 24 - october 26

THE CURIOUS SAVAGE
april 24 - april 26

CIVIC YOUTH THEATRE
ESPERANZA RISING

november 7 - november 15

DISNEY’S
HIGH SCHOOL 

MUSICAL 2
march 20 - march 29

JAMES AND THE GIANT PEACH
april 24 - may 2

2008-2009 
Parish Theatre season presenter:

You won’t want to miss this
singularly sensational season!

hew!  We are in the midst
of a fun-filled, action-packed
summer here at the Civic.
Almost 200 students have
spent a part of their school
vacation at the Civic, partici-
pating in Youth Theatre classes
and camps.  Their energy and
excitement for the theatre are
truly infectious.  It’ s gratifying
to know that we are helping to
develop future perfor mers,
technicians and audience
members.    

Our first two productions
of the season, A Chorus Line
and Cyrano, have alr eady
been cast and are in rehearsal.
Directors, musical dir ectors,
choreographers, designers,
those who work in the shop
and a whole host of others are
hard at work, creating the
wonderful productions that
will launch our 80th season.

I know it’ s the middle of
summer and thoughts tend to
be focused on barbecues and
the beach. But if you haven’ t
yet purchased your season 
subscription, I would encourage
you to take a couple of 
minutes to do so. Subscription
admissions represent a 40%
savings off the regular price of
tickets. Subscribers can also
order additional, discounted
tickets for any performance.
For your convenience, we’ve
included a subscription order
form in this issue of the
Spotlight, or you can give 
the box office a call and 
they will be happy to 
help you.  Subscriptions are  
also available online at
www.kazoocivic.com.

If you’ve already purchased
your subscription, you’ll want
to think about ordering your
tickets early, before they go

on sale to the general public.
Last season, many of our 
productions sold out, making
it difficult for patrons to get tick-
ets to specific performances.
Our box office is now open
and ready to help subscribers
find the best seats for any of
the productions on our sea-

son.  As a subscriber you can
order all of your tickets at once
or on a show by show basis.

Our 2007 – 2008 season
was one of the most exciting,
popular seasons we’ve ever
presented and we couldn’ t
have done any of it without
the hard work and inspiring 
talents of over 1,100 volunteers.
I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of our 
volunteers for their commit-
ment and dedication to their
craft, and to the Civic.  I hope
to see everyone back this 
fall for another spectacular 
season of great theatre.  

If you’ve ever thought
about becoming a member of
the Civic volunteer family, but
weren’t quite sure how to go
about it, you should visit our
website or give our Dir ector 
of Volunteers, Preston Misner
a call.  He would be happy to
answer any questions you might

have and share with you all of
the wonderful opportunities that
are in store for you her e at 
the Civic.  

We have just put the final
touches on our fall class
schedule.  Students between
the ages of 6 and 15 can find
out all about the theatre while
participating in acting, improv
and makeup classes.  T wo
hours per session, these
classes meet once a week for
five weeks.  A detailed sched-
ule as well as a registration
form can be found inside this
Spotlight.  Additional registration
forms as well as scholarship
applications are available
online or by calling the business
office.  Scholarship funding and
class enrollment are limited,
so sign up today.

And speaking of classes,
we will be offering the 
first Inside the Civic 
Audition Workshop of the 
2008 – 2009 season on
Saturday, September 6th.
You’ll receive valuable infor-
mation and have an opportuni-
ty to rehearse your audition
material. This FREE workshop
is open to everyone from
beginners to the most experi-
ence performers. Detailed
information along with a regis-
tration form is available online.

We are delighted to be 
celebrating our 80th season,
but we can’t celebrate without
you.  So, whether you’re acting
on stage, working behind the
scenes as a technician, greet-
ing patrons as an usher, taking
classes or seeing a show , I
look forward to seeing you at
the Civic very soon.  

— Kristen Chesak
Managing Director

BOX OFFICE: 269-343-1313   BUSINESS OFFICE: 269-343-2280   WEB: www.kazoocivic.com

329 South Park Street | Kalamazoo | Michigan | 49007
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n June 14th many talented 
volunteers were recognized 
for their contribution to the
Kalamazoo Civic Theatre during
the Spirit of The Civic celebration.
Over 275 volunteers gathered in
the Civic Auditorium to celebrate
the triumphs of the past season,
and to recognize their peers for
their outstanding contribution. The
presentation was followed by lots
of food, fun and “catching up” in
the Carver Center Complex.

According to Director of
Volunteers, Preston Misner, over
1,100 volunteers donated their
time and talent to the Civic
during the 2007-2008 season.
The actors that work on stage, the
technicians that work behind the
scenes, and the ushers that greet
patrons are all volunteers.

The Larkin H. Noble A ward,
which was established by our
Board of Directors and is given
in recognition of lifetime achieve-
ment and outstanding service, was
presented to Robert L. Smith.
Over the past four decades, Dr .
Smith has served the Civic in many
capacities.  An accomplished actor
and director, he has served on our
Board of Dir ectors and dir ected
several of our productions, including

Cinderella, Proposals, Elizabeth Rex
and most recently On Golden Pond.

The Spirit of the Civic Award,
which is on per manent display in
the theatre lobby, is bestowed
upon the person or group who best
represented the Spirit of the
Kalamazoo Civic Theatre during
the past season. The r ecipient of
the 2007-2008 Spirit of t he Civic
Award was Michael Andres.

Outstanding Achievement
Awards, given to volunteers
whose efforts went above and
beyond the traditional role for
which they volunteered, went to
Renee Smith, Kitty Henrikson,
Evan Andrews, Christina Pillsbury,
Ellie McCormick, Matthew Morris
McCormick, Greg Greenman,
Doug Baiers, Michelle Eldridge,
Coleman Long, Chris Ruppel,
Tim Kilmartin, John Schoolman,
and the entire running cr ew of
Ragtime, the Musical.

One highlight of the annual 
volunteer celebration is the 
awarding of the Excellence in
Performance Awards, which ar e
voted on by the volunteers. The
talented recipients of the 2007-
2008 Excellence in Per formance
Awards were Denene Mulay-
Koch, Jeremy Koch, Art Nemitz,

Marcus Jordan, Michael P. Martin
and Jennifer Lindsay.

The Nuts and Bolts A wards 
are given to crew members who
volunteered in at least three 
productions during the past
season. The 2007-2008 Nuts and
Bolts recipients were K oichi
Anderson, Michael Andres, E van
Andrews, Liz Barnes, Jane
Boswell, Bridin Clements, Sara
Davidson, Greg Greenman, John
Kochmanski, Matthew Mor ris
McCormick, Julie Minar, Christina
Pillsbury, Noah Pyzik, Sean Rogers,
Kelsey Socha, Lee S trausberg,
Lisa Watson and Vicki Whisler.

The Production Excellence
award, which is given to the 
production that most fully realized
all aspects of production including
performances, crew, direction, and
design was awarded to Avenue Q.

Any way you look at it, our
2007-2008 season was a
resounding success.  We played
to sellout houses and received
rave reviews. As a part of our
“volunteer family” you should be
very proud of your accomplish -
ments.  We thank you and look
forward to you joining us once
again, as we celebrate our 80th
anniversary season.

AUDITION DATES
Sun, Sept 14 at 4-8 pm
Mon, Sept 15 at 4-6 pm

WHERE
Muzzi Dance Studio, Carver Center

CASTING
Seeking a cast of 25-30 childr en (9-18
years) for various roles.  Some parts are
specifically written for Latino Americans,
but the Civic practices imaginative cast-
ing. The Mariachi band featur ed in the
show, will consist of a trumpet player ,
guitarist and percussionist.

REQUIREMENTS
Those auditioning will be asked to read
from the script and some may be asked to
sing at callbacks. (Being familiar with
Spanish is helpful but not required.) Those
wishing to be in the Mariachi band should
bring their instruments to auditions.

FIRST REHEARSAL
Mon, September 22, 2008 

PERFORMANCES
Nov 7 - Nov 15, 2008

DIRECTOR
CeCe Weeks

Upcoming
Auditions

Scripts are available and may be
checked out from the Business Office
with a $5.00 refundable deposit. If
you have previously volunteered or 
auditioned we are happy to provide
you with a completed audition form
when you arrive. Simply call or email
and let us know that you are planning
to audition and we'll have your audition
form ready for you. All of us at the 
Civic are committed to the practices 
of flexible, imaginative casting.  W e
encourage volunteers of all ethnicities
and backgrounds to participate in our
creative endeavors. Also, r easonable
accommodations will be made for
those requiring special needs.

For more information 
regarding show synopsis, 
auditions, volunteering or 

crew opportunities,

AUDITION DATES
Sun, Sept 14 at 5pm
Mon, Sept 15 at 5pm

WHERE
The Kittredge Room, Carver Center

CASTING
Seeking a cast of 20 actor/singers 50
and older.

REQUIREMENTS
Those auditioning will be asked to sing 16
measures of a 1950's pop hit. W e will
also have some sheet music available at
auditions.

FIRST REHEARSAL
Mon, September 22, 2008 

PERFORMANCES
Oct 24 - Oct 26, 2008

DIRECTOR
Morrie Enders

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Lori Hatfield

AUDITION DATES
Sun, Sept 21; Children at 5pm Adults at 7pm
Mon, Sept 22; Children at 5:30pm Adults at 7pm

WHERE
Civic Auditorium Green Room

CASTING
Seeking a cast of 7 men, 6 women, 19 chil-
dren (6 boys, 5 girls, plus 8 Oompa
Loompas). Children must be at least 9
years old on the date of auditions.

REQUIREMENTS
Adults - 16 measures of a Broadway song
(not from Willy Wonka) Children - will be
taught a Willy Wonka song at auditions.
Both Adults and Children may be asked to
dance and read from the script

FIRST REHEARSAL
Mon, September 29, 2008 

PERFORMANCES
Nov 21 - Dec 13, 2008

DIRECTOR
Morrie Enders

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Thomas R. Mienk

CHOREOGRAPHER
Elizabeth Hughey

We encourage those auditioning to arrive thirty minutes prior to the audition time. An early arrival
will provide plenty of time to fill out necessary paperwork, get a drink of water and take a few deep
breaths before the audition begins.

Celebrating our Volunteers
Behind 

the Scenes

Robert L. Smith accepts The
Larkin H. Noble Award for his
lifetime of achievement and 
outstanding service.
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call 269-343-2280 or visit us online at www.kazoocivic.com
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contact Director of Volunteers, Preston Misner at volunteer@kazoocivic.com
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A very special 

“Thank You”
to all of our volunteers who helped make our

2007-2008 season an overwhelming success.

We look forward to seeing you this fall

for another successful season!

       



Student’s Name(s): ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Age: ____________  Grade: ____________  School: _________________________________________________

Parent’s Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: (h)_________________________ (w)_________________________ (cell)_________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________________  State: _____________  Zip: __________________

Parent’s Email: _________________________________________________________________________________

First Class: qty: _______@$60 =  $__________________  

Second Class: qty: _______@$40 =  $__________________

TTOOTTAALL AAMMOOUUNNTT EENNCCLLOOSSEEDD $ __________________

o Check: Payable to Kalamazoo Civic o VISA             o Mastercard   

Account No. : ____________________________________________________   Exp. Date: __________________

Signature:______________________________________________________________________________________

Mondays, September 29-October 27 
4:00pm-6:00pm
o Instant Acting
Youngsters who like to play and have fun while exploring
their creativity will put their impr ov techniques to
work as they take part in an adv enturous tale of 
their own creation.  Game s and e xercises will be
tailored to enhance the abilities of those participating.
Maximum enrollment: 26

Mondays, September 29-October 27 
4:00pm-6:00pm
o On the Scene
Students will have a gr eat time delving int o scene
study and char acter development as they work on
spooky classics like The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and
Dracula. This is one of our most popular cla sses so
you’ll want to register early. 
Maximum enrollment: 26

Saturdays, September 27–October 25
10:00am-Noon
o Acting and Improv
Do you want to be a better actor?  If so, y ou won’t
want to miss this class.  Participants work on character
development and the study of subtext through scene
work and monologue interpretation.  All actors from
beginning to experienced are encouraged to join 
this class.
Maximum enrollment: 14

Mondays, September 29-October 27 
4:00pm-6:00pm
o Fantasy Make-up
Imaginations will run wild a s students are 
introduced to the fundamentals of make-up design.
Just in time for Hallo ween, students will learn ho w 
to transform themselves, almost magicall y, into
fantastic fantasy creatures, fairies and animals.
Maximum enrollment: 14

Wednesdays, October 1-October 29
4:00pm-6:00pm
o FUNdamentals of Improv
Participants will sharpen their improv skills through a
series of exercises and improv games.  Fast, fun and
challenging, this dynamic class will culminate in the
creation of an original Halloween story.

Maximum enrollment: 26

Saturdays, September 27–October 25
1:00pm-3:00pm
o Horror Make-up
Latex and stage blood are just a couple of the cool
things that participants in this cla ss will use a s
they’re introduced to the ar t of mak e-up design.
Students will learn how make-up is used to define a
character and enhance a play.  And best of all, they’ll
be ready to create the perfect make-up for Halloween. 
Maximum enrollment: 12

Wednesdays, October 1-October 29
4:00pm-6:00pm
o Get Into the Act
Using classic folk t ales as source material, this 
introductory level class will provide students with 
an opportunity to develop self confidence a s they
explore all aspects of theatre.

Maximum enrollment: 26

Wednesdays, October 1-October 29
4:00pm-6:00pm
o Creature Make-up
With what they learn in this mak e-up class, 
students will be the scarie st ghouls, witche s, and
pirates at any Halloween party. It’s sure to be a lot of
fun and a great way for participants to expand their
creative horizons.
Maximum enrollment: 12
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SAVE $20
OR MORE…

We want to make taking classes at the
Civic a family affair. For each full price
class tuition ($60) we are offering 
you a second tuition for just $40 ,
which can be used for the same student
or another member of the family.

FOR EXAMPLE:
• A student can take a class for 

$60 and another class for $40

• A student can take a class 
for $60 and another member 
of the family can take a class 
for just $40 

If you are enrolling more than one 
student, please use a separate form 
for each student, but tabulate all 
charges on one form.

Fall 2008 Classes
Ghouls, Goblins, and Ghost Stories
A Trick-or-Treat goodie bag filled with fun classes revolving around the Halloween season.

Deadline for Fall Class Registration is September 19th

Scholarship application forms and additional registration forms available at www.kazoocivic.com
Return to: Civic Youth Theatre Classes, 329 South Park, Kalamazoo, MI 49007. Or FAX 343-0532.

Deadline for Scholarships is 5pm
September 12th, 2008 ][

                                                                          



AND SEE
GREAT THEATRE

Name__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________ City __________________________________________

State_______ Zip________________   Phone (H)_______________________________ (W)________________________________

Tax deductible contribution $__________________



        

Matching donation forms enclosed *

Processing Fee                                    $__________________

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $__________________

Payment information

 Check (payable to Kalamazoo Civic Theatre)  Visa©  MasterCard©

Account #_______________________________________________________ Exp _____/_____

Signature__________________________________________________________________________

The price of each subscription includes a $5.00 building preservation fee.

5.00

DOUBLE SINGLE DOUBLE SENIOR (65+) SINGLE SENIOR (65+)
ADULT ADULT /STUDENT /STUDENT
 $200  $105  $180  $95 

(16 admissions) (8 admissions) (16 admissions) (8 admissions)

Qty _______ Qty _______ Qty _______ Qty _______

Amt $____________ Amt $____________ Amt $____________ Amt $____________

For tickets visit www.kazoocivic.com or call the box office at 269-343-1313.

SENIOR CLASS 
READER’S THEATRE

CIVIC YOUTH THEATRE

special
event

limited
engagement

IT’S NOT TOO LATE
TO SAVE UP TO

SENIOR CLASS SOCK HOP
october 24 - october 26

THE CURIOUS SAVAGE
april 24 - april 26

ESPERANZA RISING
november 7 - november 15

DISNEY’S
HIGH SCHOOL 

MUSICAL 2
march 20 - march 29

JAMES AND THE 
GIANT PEACH
april 24 - may 2

september 19 - october 5

october 3 - october 18

november 21 - december 13

january 16 - january 31

january 30 - february 15

february 13 - february 28

february 27 - march 14

march 27 - april 11

april 10 - april 25

may 15 - may 31

YOU MAY ORDER YOUR SUBSCRIPTION BY 
phone: 269-343-1313

fax: 269-343-0532

online: www.kazoocivic.com

The Civic Theatre’s donors
make it possible for us to 
provide quality theatre to 
southwestern Michigan. Won’t
you include a tax-deductible 
(as defined by IRS guidelines)
contribution? By doing so, 
not only will you have the 
satisfaction of being a valued
supporter of the arts, but you’ll 
also receive special recognition
in all 2008-2009 programs
(excluding those used for 
Youth Productions). 

Your generosity is 
greatly appreciated.

*If you work for, or are 
retired from, a company that
matches donations, please 
include the necessary forms.

mail: Kalamazoo Civic Theatre
Attn: Season Subscription

329 South Park Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Email__________________________________________



RAGTIME, the musical

N O N - P RO F I T

O RGA N I Z AT I O N

U S  P O S TAG E  

PA I D
K A L A M A Z O O ,  M I

P E R M I T  N O . 714

THE KALAMAZOO 
CIVIC THEATRE

329 South Park Street | Kalamazoo | Michigan | 49007

Esperanza Rising
10:00am-1:30pm

Senior Class Sock Hop
12:30pm-1:30pm

Willy Wonka
1:30pm-5:00pm

You won’t want to miss this
exciting chance to receive FREE
coaching for your upcoming 
auditions. Whether you’re looking for
help with singing, dancing or acting
you’ll find it here.  And best of all,
there is a workshop tailored to
everyone’s needs – from beginning
to the most experienced. 

ADVANCED REGISTRATION
REQUESTED.

FREE
AUDITION WORKSHOPS

Saturday, September 6
10:00am-5:00pm H Carver Center

[ ]
Registration forms available at

www.kazoocivic.com

Register by 

5pm on Sept. 3rd

and become eligible to win 

a FREE single season subscription.

                                          




