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W Artist in ResidenceArtist in Residence
e have been waiting

all summer to tell you about
an exciting new program at
the Civic. We are thrilled to
announce the creation of the
Artist-in-Residence Program!
As outlined in the following
pages, this great new pro-
gram allows us to bring a lit-
tle bit of the 'Big Apple' to
Kalamazoo.  This program
has been two years in the
planning and we just can't
keep it to ourselves any-
more.  In this, its inaugural
season, the Artist-in-Resi-
dence Program will bring
four highly talented artists to
the Civic, offering their skills
and insights in collaboration
with our staff, guest artists
and volunteers. Three of
these artists got their start
right here in Kalamazoo,
and we couldn't be prouder
of their accomplishments.
Needless to say, we are
delighted that they are able
to share their experiences
with us once again.

You won't want to miss
the exciting opportunities
we have planned for the
upcoming season.  Whether
you wish to take classes,
work on a production, see a
show or just visit with these
amazing individuals, this
program offers something for
everyone.

One of the best ways to

enjoy all that our season has
to offer is to purchase a sea-
son subscription.  Season
subscriptions have always

provided tremendous value.
Now you can also enjoy the
contributions of these gifted
individuals for the same
great rate. If you haven't
already taken advantage of
our incredible season sub-
scription rates, you can find
an order form online at

www.kazoocivic.com or call
the box office at 343-1313
and we will send you a
brochure in the mail.  We
also have great volunteering
opportunities in conjunction
with our Artist-in-Residence
Program. If you would 
like to work side-by-side 
these artists and other 
volunteers who love to 
have fun, email us at 
volunteer@kazoocivic.com
or give us a call at 343-2280
and we will be glad to tell
you more about our exciting
volunteer opportunities this
season.  

And don't forget to mark
your calendars for the Artist-
in-Residence events; you
won't want to miss a single
one of them!   

— Kristen Chesak
Managing Director

The Artist in Residence Program is 
made possible through the generous support 

of The Irving S. Gilmore Foundation
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WRITERS AND PLAYWRIGHTS 
ROUND TABLE LUNCHEON
When: Thursday, February 22nd, 11:30am to 1:30pm

Where: The Civic Auditorium Side Lounge

Fee: $15 (Includes the cost of lunch) 

Reservations: Advanced reservations are required. Limited to 15 guests.

This casual luncheon will provide local writers and playwrights an opportunity to
interact with highly respected author Dr. Alma H. Bond. In addition to the twelve
books and many articles she has had published, Dr. Bond has also written a play
on Maria Callas simply called Maria. In its review of her most recent novel,
BookWire Review noted: “Combining an astonishing depth of historical research
with a fertile imagination and great psychological insight, Dr. Alma Bond’s novel
Camille Claudel tells the story of a forgotten romance between two of the greatest
artists of the early 20th century.”

INSIDE THE CARVER 
CENTER STUDIO
When: Saturday, March 24th, 2:00 pm

Where:  The Carver Center Studio

Fee: $5

Artistic Director Morrie Enders will facilitate this fascinating discussion while 
Dr. Alma H. Bond recounts her experiences as one of our first interns, a position
she held back in 1946. Dr. Bond will share anecdotes relative to our theatre’s 
history and explain how her time at the Civic helped lay the foundation for what
would become a varied and impressive career.  Dr. Bond a highly regarded author
of twelve books was married to actor Rudy Bond, who appeared in the motion 
pictures On the Waterfront, A Streetcar Named Desire and The Godfather. The
afternoon will conclude with a question and answer session.

POST SHOW TALK BACK
When: Saturday, March 31st, following the performance of Master Class
Where: The Parish Theatre

Fee: FREE to patrons of the March 31st performance of Master Class

Audience members wishing to participate are invited to stay for a short question
and answer session with Dramaturge Dr. Alma H. Bond, the cast, crew, and
production staff.

Dr. Alma H. Bond,
who has spent years
researching the life of
Maria Callas for her book
The Autobiography of
Maria Callas, a Novel, will serve as Dramaturge for our
upcoming production of Master Class.  Her findings will offer
an amazing insight as we create the world of this complicated
opera diva.

In 1946, Pennsylvania native Alma Bond became the
second intern hired as part of our then recently developed
internship program. Ultimately, Dr. Bond left the theatre,
and, choosing to further her education, earned a Ph.D. in 
psychology.  In 1991, Dr. Bond retired from a highly successful
Manhattan practice to write full time. A member of the
Dramatists Guild, American Society of Journalists and Authors,
Florida Freelance Writers Association and the Writers Guild,
Dr. Bond has published 12 books including The Autobiography
of Maria Callas, a Novel.  Additionally, her award winning play
Maria (about Maria Callas) has been performed in New York.  

Dr. Bond was one of the first non-medical analysts to 
be made a member of the International Psychoanalytic
Association, and she is also a member of The American
Psychological Association. She was runner-up in the First
Novel Contest of Hemingway Days, and received many FFWA
State of Florida awards for fine writing. Dr. Bond is listed in
over twenty “Who’s Who” biographies, including Who’s Who
in America, International Authors and Writers Who’s Who, The
World’s Who’s Who of Women, and twenty other biographies.

If you would like to register for any of the events 
associated with our Artist in Residence Program, 
please visit our website at www.kazoocivic.com

where you will find the appropriate registration form. 
Or you may simply call the office at 343-2280.



CHOREOGRAPHERS’
ROUND TABLE LUNCHEON
When: Thursday, September 7th at 11:30am

Where: The Park Club

Fee: $20 (includes the cost of lunch)

Reservations: Advanced reservations are required. Limited to 15 guests

This is a wonderful opportunity for local Choreographers to engage in an informal
round table discussion with Ron. Whether sharing war stories or discussing 
choreographic techniques of legendary Broadway Choreographers with whom Ron
has worked, this is sure to be a fun, informative afternoon for those who love to
choreograph. You won’t want to miss it.

MASTER CLASS
Dancing on Broadway
This is an intermediate to advanced class 
geared towards experienced dancers.  

When: Saturdays, September 9th and 16th, 11:00am to 1:00pm

Where: The Muzzi Dance Studio

Fee: $40
Registration: Advanced registration is required. Limited to 30 participants.

During this informative class Ron will teach the choreographic styles of Bob Fosse
(Chicago, Damn Yankees and Cabaret) Onna White (The Music Man, Mame and
Take Me Along) and  Michael Kidd (Finian’s Rainbow, Guys and Dolls and Can Can.)
These are just a few of the Broadway legends with whom he has worked during his
illustrious career.  In addition Ron will offer a comparison of Susan Stroman’s and
Bob Fosse’s interpretations of the show stopping dance number Sing, Sing, Sing. He
will also undoubtedly discuss the role these choreographers played in the evolution
of musical theatre.

INSIDE THE CARVER 
CENTER STUDIO
When: Saturday, September 23rd, 2:00 pm

Where: The Carver Center Studio

Fee: $5

Mark your calendars to join Artistic Director Morrie Enders and guest Ron Schwinn
as they discuss the golden age of Broadway and Ron’s illustrious career.  It’s sure to
be a fascinating conversation as Ron talks about working for Bob Fosse and Gower
Champion, acting with Debbie Reynolds and Vivian Leigh and tap dancing with
Gene Kelly. The afternoon will conclude with a question and answer session.

POST SHOW TALK BACK
When: Saturday, September 23rd, following the performance of 42nd Street
Where: The Civic Auditorium

Fee: FREE to patrons of the September 23rd performance of 42nd Street

Audience members wishing to participate are invited to stay for a short question 
and answer session with Guest Choreographer Ron Schwinn, the cast, crew, and
production staff.

Broadway “gypsy”
Ron Scwhinn will set those
feet a-tappin’ as he choreo-
graphs our season opening
production of 42nd Street.
A veteran of 13 Broadway
productions, Mr. Schwinn
has worked with some of the greatest 
choreographers in the world.  And now he’ll be sharing his
incredible talents with the amazing cast of 42nd Street.

Ron Schwinn is a true Broadway “gypsy.” After 
making his professional debut with the famed St. Louis
Municipal Opera, Ron first appeared on Broadway in the
1960 revival of Finian’s Rainbow.  Since then, Mr. Schwinn
has spent over four decades working in professional 
musical theatre.  In addition to Finian’s Rainbow, Ron’s
Broadway credits (thirteen in all) include Take Me Along, 
Half a Sixpence, No, No, Nanette and the original 
productions of Chicago and 42nd Street.  Additionally, Mr.
Schwinn has performed in five national tours and numerous
films and television productions.

Hailed by the New York Times as “one of the patriarchs
of Broadway dancing gypsies,” Mr. Schwinn has worked with
many Broadway legends including Bob Fosse, George Abbott,
Michael Bennett, Chita Rivera and Gwen Verdon.

A student of the American Ballet Theatre School,
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo School, and Ballet Arts, Ron is
an accomplished Choreographer and Director.  Some of his
favorite assignments include Kismet, Runaways, Once
Upon a Mattress, Crazy for You and 42nd Street.



We are very pleased
that Broadway favorite
Jerry Dixon will be returning
to the Civic to direct 
our upcoming production
of Crowns. Jerry will be
remembered by Civic audiences for his show stopping 
rendition of Old Man River, which he performed as part of
our Gala Reunion Concert.  

Jerry made his Broadway debut in 1990 in the hit 
musical Once On This Island. He was then cast in the
Broadway production of Five Guys Named Moe.  Produced
by Cameron Mackintosh, this high-octane extravaganza
was a celebration of the music of Louis Jordan.  

Equally comfortable in the more intimate environments
found Off-Broadway as he is on the Great White Way, Jerry
has appeared in Bright Lights, Big City and Taking a Chance
on Love:  The Lyrics and Life of John Latouche.  He was also
featured in Thunder Knocking On the Door for Yale Rep.

In 2002 Mr. Dixon garnered a Drama Desk
Nomination for his work in the Off-Broadway production of
Jonathan Larson’s tick, tick, BOOM!. Also in 2002, Jerry 
performed in a benefit concert performance of Once On
This Island, the funds from which were donated to
Broadway Cares and The Cantor Fitzgerald Relief Fund.

In addition to being an accomplished performer,
Jerry has also become a much sought-after director. Most
recently he staged a very successful production of tick, tick,
BOOM! in Singapore. Mr. Dixon’s directorial credits include
Practical Magic for the Actor’s Studio Theatre and The Body
Electric at Bucks County Playhouse.

JERRY DIXON IN CONCERT
When: Friday-Sunday, December 15th, 16th & 17th 
(15th & 16th at 8pm, 17th at 2pm)
Where: The Parish Theatre
Fee: $35
You’ll want to join Jerry as he celebrates the winter holidays in concert with Seasons
of Joy, a beautiful blend of new songs and traditional favorites. According to Jerry
“These are Christmas songs that sound like love songs. It’s a good date show!” 
Presented in association with H Productions 

DINNER WITH JERRY
When: Tuesday, January 9th at 6:30pm
Where: Just Good Foods
Fee: $20 (includes the cost of dinner)
Reservations: Advanced reservations are required. Limited to 15 guests.

Join Jerry for dinner and an insightful discussion on his life and career. This casual
evening offers some great one – on – one time with one of Broadway’s favorite performers.

MASTER CLASSES
Musical Theatre Lyric Interpretation
When: Saturday, January 13th, 11:00am to 1:00pm
Prerequisite:  Actors aged 16 through adult 
Where: The Carver Center Studio
Fee: $25
Registration: Advanced registration is required. Limited to 20 participants.

It matters not how songs in musical theatre are created. Whether it be music first,
then lyrics – or libretto that is created, then set to music – actors should deal with
the text first. Jerry’s lyric interpretation session addresses not only what meaning the
actor can extract from the author’s words, but how to put that meaning into action.
On your feet, on-the-spot learning will let you come away with valuable techniques
on how to become the author’s greatest tool. 
Participants must prepare one musical theatre song and be prepared to present it
for critique.

Musical Theatre Scene Exploration
When: Saturday, January 20th, 11:00am to 1:00pm
Prerequisite:  Actors aged 16 through adult  
Where: The Carver Center Studio
Fee: $25
Registration: Advanced registration is required. Limited to 20 participants.

In the past, there was a great chasm between the skill and quality of actors in a
“straight” play, versus those in a musical play. Happily for those of us who are not
just waiting for the next musical number, that gap has all but disappeared. Writers
are creating characters with more depth and complexity. Contemporary issues being
dealt with in the modern musical are calling for nuances and edge like never before.
Even the revivals of the classics are constantly reshaped to provide opportunity for
today’s musical theatre actor to reach artistic heights – dramatic, comic, tragic and
everything in between. Jerry will help you break down musical theatre scenes in
exactly the same fashion as any work by Mamet or Shakespeare.

INSIDE THE CARVER 
CENTER STUDIO
When: Saturday, January 27th, 2:00pm
Where: The Carver Center Studio
Fee: $5
You won’t want to miss out on this opportunity to spend an informal afternoon with
Jerry as he is interviewed by Artistic Director Morrie Enders. As he discusses his
impressive career, Jerry will share stories of his journey from Kalamazoo to Broadway.
An informative question and answer session will conclude the afternoon.

POST SHOW TALK BACK
When: Saturday, February 10th, following the performance of Crowns
Where: The Civic Auditorium
Fee: FREE to patrons of the February 10th performance of Crowns

Audience members wishing to participate are invited to stay for a short question and
answer session with Guest Director Jerry Dixon, the cast, crew, and production staff.



Following an 
illustrious career that
includes performances
on Broadway as well 
as in television and 
film, Peg Small will
return to the Civic
to star as Grandma Kurnitz in Neil Simon’s Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Lost in Yonkers.

Ms. Small has worked with some of the most 
prestigious regional theatres in the country including the
Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera, the Barter Theatre, the
Coconut Grove Playhouse and the Virginia Stage
Company. Her starring roles include Emily Stilson in
Wings for the Missouri Repertory Theatre, and her work 
in Eve at Body Politic in Chicago garnered her a Jeff
Award nomination.

Off–Broadway, Peg has appeared in The Fiery
Furnace, Remembrance, The Importance of Being
Earnest, and Isn’t it Romantic. Ms. Small made her
Broadway debut in Tennessee Williams’ Orpheus
Descending, performing opposite Vanessa Redgrave.  She
also understudied the roles of both Martha and Abby in
the Broadway revival of Arsenic and Old Lace starring
Jean Stapleton and Marion Ross.

In addition to her impressive theatrical credits, Peg 
has also appeared on television in national commercials 
as well as on the NBC soap opera Another World.  Most
recently she appeared in the Oscar nominated film Kinsey
opposite Liam Neeson.  

LUNCH WITH PEG
When: Tuesday, February 13th at Noon
Where: The University Roadhouse
Fee: $15 (includes the cost of lunch)
Reservations: Advanced reservations are required. Limited to 15 guests

This is a perfect opportunity for any college student interested in pursuing a career
either in theatre or film to participate in an informal conversation about the ups and
downs of the business with someone who has been there.  In addition to sharing tips
on finding an agent, preparing for an audition and working with “celebrities”, Peg
will be happy to answer any questions you might have.

MASTER CLASS
The Art of Auditioning
When: Saturday, February 24th from 11:00am to 1:00pm
Where: The Carver Center Studio
Registration: Advanced registration is recommended. Limited to 25 participants
Experience: This master class is geared to intermediate and experienced 
performers. Participants must come with a prepared monologue along with a resume
and headshot if possible. Scripts for cold readings will be available upon arrival.
Fee: $25

Participants are asked to prepare a monologue for presentation. Peg will offer
constructive criticism, pointers and suggestions aimed at helping the performer 
connect with the text in a more fully realized way. She will also lead a practical 
session focusing on cold reading techniques.  Drawing on her years of experience
as a professional actress, Peg will offer tips on how to make the best impression 
during the audition process.  In addition, she will provide valuable insight into what
casting agents, directors and producers are looking for as they conduct auditions.

INSIDE THE CARVER 
CENTER STUDIO
When: Saturday, March 3rd at 2:00pm
Where:  The Carver Center Studio 
Fee: $5

You’ll want to join Peg Small as she recounts experiences from her impressive
career.  Having worked in regional theatre, on Broadway, and in television and film,
Peg is sure to share stories relating to her roles, her shows and maybe even her 
co-stars. Moderated by Artistic Director Morrie Enders, this is going to be an informal
conversation with a fascinating actress. And of course, we’ll make sure there’s 
plenty of time for you to ask questions.

DINNER WITH PEG
When: Sunday, March 25th, following the matinee performance 
of Lost in Yonkers
Where: The Park Club
Fee: $25 (includes cost of dinner)
Reservations: Advanced reservations are required. Limited to 30 Guests

Share a wonderful dinner with noted stage and screen actress Peg Small.  Set in the
intimate environment of the Park Club this is sure to be a memorable evening filled
with casual reminiscences of Peg’s early days at the Civic and her experiences on
Broadway with Vanessa Redgrave and Jean Stapleton. If you enjoy a “behind the
scenes” look at show business, you won’t want to miss this fun-filled dinner.

POST SHOW TALK BACK
When: Saturday, March 17th, following the performance of Lost in Yonkers
Where: The Civic Auditorium
Fee: FREE to patrons of the March 17th performance of Lost in Yonkers

Audience members wishing to participate are invited to stay for a short question and
answer session with Guest Star Peg Small, the cast, crew, and production staff.
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Civic Theatre

All of us at the Civic are committed 
to the practices of flexible, 

imaginative casting.  We encourage 
volunteers of all ethnicities and 

backgrounds, regardless of 
experience, to participate in 

our creative endeavors.  Also, 
reasonable accommodations will be

made for those requiring special needs.

Scripts are available for perusal in
the business office. A $5.00 deposit 
is required, and will be returned 

upon return of the script.

For more information about 
auditions, volunteering or crew 

opportunities, call 

269-343-2280
or visit our website at 

www.kazoocivic.com

AUDITIONS
Sept 10 & Sept 11 at 4pm

Civic Youth Theatre | Muzzi Dance Studio

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre

Civic Theatre

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre
Kalamazoo Civic Theatre

c Theatre   Kalamazoo Civic Theatre

THE KALAMAZOO
CIVIC THEATRE

329 South Park Street | Kalamazoo | Michigan | 49007

N O N - P R O F I T

O R G A N I Z AT I O N

U S  P O S TA G E  

PA I D
K A L A M A Z O O ,  M I

P E R M I T  N O . 7 1 4

eloved for generations, this classic tale of friendship,
loyalty and trust is one of the most cherished stories 
of all time. As this enchanting stage adaptation
unfolds, Fern raises Wilbur - the runt of the litter - into
a terrific and radiant pig. When Wilbur moves into a
new barn, he begins a second profound friendship
with the most unlikely of creatures - a spider named
Charlotte, and their bond inspires the animals around
them to come together as a family. When the word
gets out that Wilbur's days are numbered, it seems
that only a miracle will save his life. 

B

Audition Dates
Sun, Sept 10 at 4pm
Mon, Sept 11 at 4pm

Please plan on arriving between 
3-3:30pm for processing.

Where
Muzzi Dance Studio
426 S. Park

Casting
Seeking a company (ages 9-18)
including an Assistant Director,
Assistant Stage Manager, 20 actors
to play various roles and a wide
variety of tech crew personnel.

Requirements
Please bring a one minute 
memorized monologue and be 
prepared to read from the script.

Director
Zac Thompson

Based on the book by E.B. White
Adapted by Joseph Robinette
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