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don’t miss this World premiere musical opening october 16th!

here aren’t too many theatres that can boast 
of producing a world premiere musical, written

specifically for them!  The excitement is building as
we move toward opening night of the Civic Youth
Theatre’s production of Sherlock Holmes and the
Mystery of the Crown Jewel on October 16th. 

Janet Yates Vogt and Mark Friedman, the authors
of the popular versions of last season’s Anne of Green
Gables and our 2010 world premiere production of Sleepy
Hollow, A Musical Tale approached the Civic with the
Sherlock title as a possible collaboration.  They had been
considering writing a musical based on the Sherlock
Holmes characters, as they are both longtime fans of
the books and movies.  The Civic jumped at the chance
for another partnership with Mark and Janet, as working
on a collaboration with the writers provides the Civic
with a unique opportunity to give our volunteers a
chance to work on a piece that no other theatre has
done before!

Auditions and casting for Sherlock Holmes and the
Mystery of the Crown Jewel took place last spring,
earlier than usual for an October production.  Casting

the production early enabled Janet and Mark to come
to Kalamazoo in June for a week long workshop with
the company.   Mark stated that it is always helpful to
hear the lines being read out loud and the songs sung,
so as the authors, they could determine what does
and doesn’t work.

Throughout their week in Kalamazoo, there were
constant changes to lines, along with adding and deleting
pages of dialogue.  The young cast was challenged
artistically, and the company was able to learn what it
is like to work with the authors on creating a new, original
piece of theatre.  Janet and Mark also found it very
helpful to work with Sandra Bremer, the Director of
the production, along with the Civic’s Artistic staff, all
who were allowed to give input and suggestions.  But
it became even more than that.  Sandra stated, “My
favorite hour of the workshop was when we had some
free time, and the actors got to ask Janet and Mark
anything they wanted.  Sure, they wanted to know
about the show, but they really wanted to know about
these two talented people and who THEY really were.
That’s when this exchange became more than only a
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ASL Interpreted performance

2015-2016 Season Presenter:
Book, Music, and Lyrics

by Janet Yates Vogt and Mark Friedman

Based on the Sherlock Holmes Adventures 

by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

SHErloCK HolMES
and the mystery of the Crown Jewel

prodUCTioN Team:
Director: Sandra Bremer
Musical Director: Kelle love haselton
Scenic Designer: Tyler Brogla
Costume/Hair/Makeup Designer: emily N. Brink
Lighting/Sound Designer: annmarie miller
Technical Director: ryan C. Burke
Properties Master: Stacy Bartell
Fight Choreographer: atis Kleinburgs
Stage Manager: Shelby alexander +

CaST:
(Listed in alphabetical order)
Alfie: Sarah aiello +
Queen’s Bodyguard/Townsperson: Christopher aranda +
Watson: dJ Brannan +
Georgie: rosie Coryell +
Wiggins: liam Fagan * +
Pip: Thomas Frink +
Moriarty: mitchell harpenau +
Queen Victoria/Townsperson: Caroline Jordan +
Mrs. Hudson: Coryne paige mannes +
Tilly: Kailey powers +
Holmes: alex Smith +
Police or Bobby/Townsperson: Sam Tilbury +
Inspector Lestrade: Calvin Willson +
Jack: damon Willson +
Townsperson: Colin evans +, mcKenna laabs +, 
Trinity posey +, Sara roelof * +, hayley rossio +,
Cormac roth * +, Jada Thrash +, Sara verduzco +

CreW:
Asst. Stage Managers: Casey ruggles +, Sarah Wisser
Front of House Crew: abby Butkiewicz v +, 
Charlie deGraves, malik Farrakhan, annika Flores +,
Tia Geer v +, Kelsey Jordan
Follow Spot Operators: max Butkiewicz v +, 
Jalyn dubois v, Sara elfring +, Sierra hoss +, 
Creg Johnson +, lauren Jacox +
Light Board Operator: david harn iii v +
Sound Run Crew (Live Mixing): Cameron ryder
Sound Run Crew (Playback): Grace marshall v
Electricians Build Crew: Sophia Carahaly +,
luke polus v +, Josh Weston v +
Props Build Crew: liam Braun, hannah lane-davies,
vivian marshall v, Gabe Naylor +
Costume Crew: aamira Farrakhan v, 
megan henderson v +, alisha richardson +
Scenery Build Crew: hayden lane-davies +, 
Simone marshall v, rJ Wisser v
Paint Build Crew: Jillian Bell v +, Stella Carahaly v +,
zander Collier v, annabel hemmer v

* Denotes Civic Theatre Debut
v Denotes First Time Crew Member
+ Denotes Academy of Theatre Arts Student

Friday October 16 7:30pm
Saturday October 17 1:00pm •
Saturday October 17 4:00pm
Sunday October 18 2:00pm
Wednesday October 21 9:30am
Wednesday October 21 Noon
Thursday October 22 9:30am
Thursday October 22 Noon
Friday October 23 7:30pm
Saturday October 24 1:00pm
Saturday October 24 4:00pm

CIVIC YOUTH THEATRE
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UPCOMING AT A GLANCE

“SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE MYSTERY OF 
THE CROWN JEWEL” REHEARSAL

“DON’T CRY FOR ME KALAMAZOO”
HAVING FUN BEHIND THE SCENES

FRONT OF HOUSE CREW “SHERLOCK HOLMES 
AND THE MYSTERY OF THE CROWN JEWEL” WORKING ON PUBLICITY

   

academy of Theatre arts
Fall SeSSioN BeGiNS
october 5 at 10:00am

Sherlock holmes... (CYT)
opeNS

october 16 at 7:30pm

mary poppins
TiCKeTS Go oN Sale

october 26 at 10:00am

The Great american Songbook (SCrT)
opeNS

october 30 at 2:00pm

  
  

 

e opened the season just a couple of 
short weeks ago with a sensational

production of Evita!  And we are eagerly
awaiting the finishing touches on a world
premiere musical, Sherlock
Holmes and the Mystery of
the Crown Jewel,  that our
CYT students have been
working on with Director
Sandra Bremer, Musical
Director Kellee Love
Haselton, and playwrights
Janet Yates Vogt and Mark
Friedman since early June!

The Senior Class Reader’s
Theatre is also busy beginning
their rehearsal process for
the much anticipated The
Great American Songbook
that will be performed in
the Auditorium this year.  I
hope you have already joined us for Evita
and that you are making plans to see more
great theatre this year.

Each season we have so many 
opportunities for our audiences to come see
quality theatre that entertains, educates,
and encourages us to broaden our horizons.
But did you know that we have so many
opportunities here at the Civic to enjoy
yourself, learning new skills, or maybe putting
already much appreciated skills to new
uses?  The Kalamazoo Civic Theatre utilizes
the time and talent of about 1,100 volunteers
annually.  That is a lot of man power when
you think about it.  The most obvious places
you see our volunteers are in our actors and
ushers, but did you know that in addition to
these talented folks we also utilize volunteers
in almost every aspect of our organization?
Volunteers help sew and construct costumes,
they paint scenery, they act as our crew

members changing scenery, they operate
spotlights, and they run our sound systems.
They also help answer phones, proof 
publications, enter data into our databases,

sell tickets to patrons, and
even serve goodies at
intermission to sponsor
night patrons.  The adage “it
takes a village” has never
been truer.  

So if you have ever
wondered what happens
“behind the scenes” at 
the Civic, I invite you to
come down and help us
out.  If you interested in
sharing your time and 
talents, please feel free 
to contact our Director of
Volunteers, Preston Misner,
at 269-343-2280, or

Volunteer@KazooCivic.com to learn about
all of the opportunities available here at 
the Civic.

Hope to see you at the theatre soon! – KC

it Takes a village

W

Kristen Chesak
Executive Director

professional collaboration; it was a connecting human
experience as well.”

The process of writing a new script for Janet and
Mark begins with the challenge of writing that first
scene (which may or may not be the opening scene)
and getting something started.  They always have a
rough outline of the story and will begin by laying out
the scenes.  Then they decide which genre of music they
will use – contemporary, period, folk or a combination
of many styles.  Mark stated that “Sherlock Holmes
started out fast because the material was so familiar,
but then required many rewrites as we added to the
mystery and wove the characters in and out.” 

Yates Vogt and Friedman met in college at the
University of Cincinnati, and began playing music
together in a band.  After a time, they began to write
their own music to perform in concert, and then started
writing for a variety of genres and publishing songs.
They published their first musical in 1999, and now
have 8 musicals published and licensed in New York
City, which are playing at theatres around the country
and overseas.   

Janet Yates Vogt and Mark Friedman will be in the
audience the second weekend of Sherlock Holmes
and the Mystery of the Crown Jewel – and will be part
of a ‘Meet the Company’ talk back with the audience
at the October 23rd performance.  As the mystery
unfolds, they will be watching the audience reaction,
hoping everyone will be surprised at the outcome!

CoNTINUED FroM CoVEr PaGE

don’t miss this World premiere
musical opening october 16th!

Now iPhone and Android users
have a faster and easier way to
purchase tickets, read show 
synopsis, view videos, and be 
notified of special offers when
they use our brand new App! 

Simply search for Kalamazoo
Civic Theatre in the app store
and download it for FREE Today!

Did You Know?

PLAYWRIGHTS  JANET YATES VOGT AND MARK FRIEDMAN



“SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE MYSTERY OF 
THE CROWN JEWEL” REHEARSAL

“EVITA” PROMO PHOTO SHOOT
OUTAKE

“EVITA” BEHIND THE SCENES

    

   

inside the Civic
Free aUdiTioN WorKShopS

october 31

For detailed production, audition and workshop information or to register online please visit www.kazooCivic.com

To register visit www.KazooCivic.com

or email volunteer@KazooCivic.com 

or call 269-343-2280 x1006

aUdiTioN daTeS
Sunday, November 8th at 7:00pm

monday, November 9th at 7:00pm

loCaTioN
Kalamazoo Civic Theatre – Greenroom
329 South Park Street
(Those auditioning are encouraged to 
arrive thirty minutes prior to audition time.)

CaSTiNG
Seeking one man and one woman able to
play mid 20's-30's and two women and two
men able to play late 60's to late 70's.

reqUiremeNTS
Those auditioning will be asked to read from
the script.

rehearSal SChedUle
Rehearsals will be held Monday through Friday 
from 7:00pm – 10:00pm beginning 
November 23rd - January 14th

perFormaNCeS
January 15th – January 30th

direCTor
Ben zylman

advaNCed 
reGiSTraTioN iS 

reqUeSTed

aUdiTioN daTeS
Sunday, November 8th at 7:00pm

monday, November 9th at 7:00pm

loCaTioN
Kalamazoo Civic Theatre - Rehearsal Room
329 South Park Street
(Those auditioning are encouraged to 
arrive thirty minutes prior to audition time.)

CaSTiNG
Seeking 15 men and women ages 16 and up. 
Note: Roles are written specifically for one
Hispanic/Latino man, one Hispanic/Latino woman, 
and one African American man.

reqUiremeNTS
Volunteers are asked to prepare 16-32 measures of 
a song. Please bring sheet music as an accompanist
will be provided. Volunteers will be taught a dance
combination and may be asked to read from the script.

rehearSal SChedUle
Rehearsals will be held Monday through Friday 
from 7:00pm – 10:00pm beginning 
November 30th - January 28th

perFormaNCeS
January 29th - February 13th

direCTor/ChoreoGrapher
Sandra Bremer

mUSiCal direCTor
michael peterman

   

mary poppins
opeNS

November 20 at 7:30pm

over the river and Through the Woods
aUdiTioNS

November 8 & 9 at 7:00pm

hands on a hardbody
aUdiTioNS

November 8 & 9 at 7:00pm

Saturday, october 31st
Free WorKShopS For adults ages 16+

at The Carver Center

BEHIND-THE-SCENES
“HANDS ON” ELECTRICS!
TECHNICAL WORkSHOP

Time: 11:00am-Noon
Teaching Artist: AnnMarie Miller

OVER THE RIVER 
AND THROUGH THE WOODS

AUDITION WORkSHOP
Time: Noon-1:15pm

Teaching Artist: Ben Zylman

HANDS ON A HARDBODY
AUDITION WORkSHOP

Time: 1:30pm-4:00pm
Teaching Artists: Sandra Bremer, 

Michael Peterman

In this “hands on” technical workshop,
Resident Lighting & Sound Designer
AnnMarie Miller will introduce you to the
many volunteer opportunities in the
electrics department including hanging,
focusing, and follow spot operation.

advanced registration is requested

You will have the opportunity to sing your
audition music and receive feedback as
well as work on potential audition scenes
with the director, Sandra Bremer.

You will have the opportunity to read the
potential audition scenes and receive
feedback from the director, Ben Zylman.

UPCOMING AUDITIONs and AUDITION PReP

“EVITA” REHEARSAL
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COLOR PRINTING PROVIDED BY RIVER RUN PRESS;  ART DIRECTION BY JANET GOVER;  GRAPHIC DESIGN BY TAMARA DIAMOND

The Kalamazoo 
CiviC TheaTre

329 South Park Street | Kalamazoo | Michigan | 49007

    

October 30th – November 1st
The CIVIC AUDITORIUM • MUsICAl ReVUe

seNIOR ClAss ReADeR’s TheATRe

We hope you’ll join us as we celebrate a uniquely american collection of popular music

that had its origins in Tin Pan alley, Broadway and Hollywood. From the 1920s to the

1960s, songs by George Gershwin, Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern and Cole Porter were

made famous by the likes of Frank Sinatra, al Jolson, Judy Garland, Bing Crosby and

Ella Fitzgerald. These are the songs that captured the innocence of youth, the songs

that nursed broken hearts, and the songs that underscored the promise of a brighter

tomorrow.  In short, these are songs that have woven themselves into the fabric of the

american tapestry.

Production Sponsor:

ASL Interpreted performance

Friday October 30 2:00pm
Saturday October 31 7:30pm •
Sunday November 1 2:00pm

PErForMaNCE DaTES:

2015-2016 
Season Presenter:

TICKETS 

ON SALE NOW!

HURRY - ONLY 3 PERFORMANCES!!!

For TICKETS Call

269-343-1313
or visit www.KazooCivic.com

New this year – due to the ever
growing popularity of our Senior
Class Reader’s Theatre program
we will be presenting this year’s
musical revue on the mainstage!


