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MY FAVORITE YEAR
Civic Auditorium I Snappy MusicalSnappy Musical will keep Toes Tapping  

t was 1954! Ike and Mamie

were in the White House and

television spectaculars were

presented live.  Benjy Stone

was a wet-behind-the-ears

sketch writer on TV’s hottest

show – The King Kaiser

Comedy Cavalcade and King

Kaiser’s guest of the week was

Alan Swann, a faded

Hollywood matinee idol.

Benjy’s big assignment was to

baby-sit the reckless Swann

and keep him away from

booze, women, and the

newspapers until Saturday

night’s live performance. 

For Benjy Stone, 1954

would always be remembered

as the year he had his first

success as a writer and more

importantly, he learned that

some of the greatest moments

in live television – and in life

– start with a handful of

trouble.

Directed by Morrie Enders

with Musical Direction by

Don Dillon III and

Choreography by Garry

Palmer,  My Favorite Year

features Civic veterans  

Ken Holda (Benjy), Steve

Wixson (King Kaiser), Lou

Price (Sy Benson), Jacy

Neuman (Alice Miller),

Andrea Arvanigian (K.C.

Downing), Roger  W. Burleigh

(Leo Silver/Uncle Morty), Jim

Cummings (Alan Swann), Judy

Aukes (Belle), and George

Hebben (Rookie).  Also, as part

of the Ensemble are 

Chris Brown, Jason Nichols,

Matthew Scott Ninke,

Ashleigh Aaron Tillman, Kris

Allemang, Abbey Brooks,

Emily F. Chateau, Melissa

Leininger, Kelly K. Martin,

Mary McNinch,  Ashley

Elizabeth Rafferty and 

Kelly White. 

Making their Civic debuts

are Michael Andres (Herb

Lee), Caitlin Ryan (Tess), Betty

Alia (Aunt Sadie), David Doss,

Charles Curtis Lavert Sanders,

Ryan O. Singleton, Phillip K.

Tolbert, Kelly Feight and

Sheila Krofcheck as part of the

Ensemble.  

My Favorite Year will be

one of your favorite shows, 

so order your tickets today by

calling the Box Office 

at 269-343-1313 or visit

www.kazoocivic.com. As

always we offer special 

rates for groups, seniors 

and students.

Fri May 18 8pm
Sat May 19 8pm
Thu May 24 7:30pm
Fri May 25 8pm
Sat May 26 8pm
Thu  May 31 7:30pm
Fri June 1 8pm
Sat June 2 8pm
Sat June 3 2pm

Sponsored by:

Our 2006-2007 
Mainstage Season Presenter:

Box Office:  269-343-1313 Business Office: 269-343-2280 www.kazoocivic.com

Book by Joseph Dougherty • Lyrics by Lyn Ahrens  
Music by Stephen Flaherty

May 18 thru June 3, 2007
Musical | Civic Auditorium



Next Season

At our recent Inside the Civic Auditions
Workshop, Garry Palmer (above) and
Cindy Hunter (below) help students
prepare for the upcoming auditions for

Disney’s High School Musical.

Scripts are available and may be
checked out from the Business Office
with a $5.00 refundable deposit. If
you have previously volunteered or
auditioned we are happy to provide
you with a completed audition form
when you arrive. Simply call or email
and let us know that you are planning
to audition and we'll have your 
audition form ready for you. All of us
at the Civic are committed to the 
practices of flexible, imaginative 
casting.  We encourage volunteers of
all ethnicities and backgrounds to
participate in our creative endeavors.
Also, reasonable accommodations
will be made for those requiring 
special needs. 

For more information
regarding show synopsis,
auditions, volunteering 

or crew opportunities, call

269-343-2280
or visit our website at
www.kazoocivic.com

pring is finally here and it’s hard to
believe that our season will soon
be coming to a close.  I’d like to
thank all of you for making this a
spectacular season filled with
warm comedies, intense dramas,
and uplifting musicals.    

Our upcoming 79th season
promises bold new musicals,
timeless classics and expanded
educational opportunities for
adults and youth alike. I am
pleased that we will be bringing
our Artist-in-Residence program
back for another exciting year.
Nationally recognized artists will
be working within our community
throughout the season, offering
new and different perspectives and
skills to our community. 

As we prepare for another
phenomenal season, I’d like to
remind you that now is the perfect
time to purchase a season
subscription.  As a season subscriber
you can see all of our great shows,

enjoy early reservation privileges
and save up to 40% off the regular
price of admission.  And, as an
added bonus, if you order your
subscription by June 15th you will
receive an extra admission for free.
Order a double subscription and
receive two free admissions.
Additional information as well as a
subscription order form can be
found elsewhere in this newsletter.  

As part of the summer activities
at the Civic we are including
stagecraft classes as part of our
youth theatre summer class
schedule. I believe that the
backstage experience is just as
important as the experience
volunteers receive onstage and
hope that students will take
advantage of these classes, which
will be taught by our very own
professional staff of designers and
technical directors. Youth Theatre
classes and camps provide
students between the ages 6 and

18 with a great introduction to the
theatre and a terrific opportunity to
brush up their theatrical skills.

As we look forward to the 79th
season, let’s not forget to look back
at what a great season we’ve had.
The volunteer celebration will be
held June 16th in the Civic
Auditorium, so save the date! We
look forward to coming together to
celebrate all of the achievements
of the season.  

Kristen Chesak
Managing Director

SScenes
BEHIND

THE SCENES

AuditionsUPCOMING
AUDITIONS

Next Season Holds Great Promises

We encourage those auditioning to arrive thirty minutes prior to the audition time. An early arrival
will provide plenty of time to fill out necessary paperwork, get a drink of water and take a few
deep breaths before the audition begins.
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Audition Dates
Children: Sun, May 20 and Mon, May 21 at 6pm
Adults: Sun, May 20 and Mon, May 21 at 7pm

Where
Carver Center
Casting

Seeking a cast of 30 to portray characters that make
up the Jewish immigrant, African American and upper
middle-class WASP communities found in the show.
Also needed are an African American boy able to

play 3 to 5 years and a Caucasian boy and girl able to
play ages 10 to 13. All roles are available. 

Requirements
Those auditioning are asked to prepare 16 measures of
a Broadway song not from Ragtime. Be prepared to
learn a short dance combination and you may be

asked to read from the script.
First Rehearsal

There will be an initial company meeting on 
Tue, May 29 at 7pm.  First rehearsal Mon, Aug 6 at

7pm.
Performance Dates

Sept. 21 – Oct. 6, 2007
Director Musical Director     Choreographer

Morrie Enders Cindy Hunter Elizabeth Hughey

Audition Dates
Sun, May 20 and 

Mon, May 21 at 7pm
Where

Carver Center
Casting

Seeking a cast of 20 to 30 to play leading and
supporting roles
Requirements

Those auditioning are asked to prepare a one minute
memorized Shakespearean monologue and may be
asked to read from the script. If you are unable to

prepare a monologue, selections will be available for
you at auditions. 
First Rehearsal

There will be an initial company meeting on Tue,
May 29 at 7pm.   The production will begin

rehearsals on Mon, Aug. 27 at 7pm.

Performance Dates
October 12 – October 27, 2007 

Director
Mychelle Hopkins
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$ave
up to and see 

Great Theatre

civic youth 
theatre

payment information:

DISNEY’S
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL
october 26 - november 3
TALES of a FOURTH
GRADE NOTHING
february 29 - march 8
HOLES
may 9 - may 18

STARS and STRIPES
november 9 - november 11
LOOK HOMEWARD 
ANGEL
may 2 - may 4

senior class 
reader’s theatre

RAGTIME, the musical
september 21 - october 6
MACBETH
october 12 - october 27
THE WIZARD of OZ
november 23 - december 8
ON GOLDEN POND
january 11 - january 26
AVENUE Q
january 18 - february 2

SHAKESPEARE in HOLLYWOOD
february 8 - february 23
THE ODD COUPLE
march 7 - march 22
THE FOURSOME
march 28 - april 12
HOLLYWOOD ARMS
april 4 - april 19
LITTLE WOMEN, the musical
may 16 - may 31

2007-2008 season

Order by June 15th 
& Receive one 
FFRREEEE  Admission
AAddddrreessss _________________________________________________________________

CCiitty_______________________________________________________________________

SSttaattee________________________________________ ZZiipp______________________

PPhhoonnee (H)_____________________________   (W)______________________________

� $195 double adult: � $175 double senior (65+):
16 admissions Student (with valid ID):

16 admissions
Qty ________________ Qty ________________
Amt $______________ Amt $______________

� $100 single adult: � $90 single senior (65+):
8 admissions Student (with valid ID):

8 admissions
Qty ________________ Qty ________________
Amt $______________ Amt $______________

� Check (payable to Kalamazoo Civic Theatre)
� Visa©
� MasterCard©

Account #__________________________________________________________ Exp___________

Signature____________________________________________________________________________

Tax deductible contribution $____________

� Matching donation forms enclosed*

Processing Fee                       $_______________

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $_______________

The Civic Theatre’s donors make it possible for us to continue to provide quality theatre to southwestern Michigan. Won’t you include a tax-deductible (as defined by IRS guidelines)
contribution? By doing so, not only will you have the satisfaction of being a valued supporter of the arts, but you’ll also receive special recognition in all 2007-2008 programs (excluding
those used for Youth productions). Your generosity is greatly appreciated. * If you work for, or are retired from, a company that matches donations, please include the necessary forms.

you may order your subscription by:

2.00

phone: 269-343-1313

fax: 269-343-0532

online: www.kazoocivic.com

mail: Kalamazoo Civic Theatre
Attn: Season Subscription
329 South Park Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49007o
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Week 1 (July 9-13)
Ages Morning Session - 9am to 12pm

6-9 � Ya Gotta Start Somewhere

10-13 � On the Scene

Week 2 (July 16-20)
Ages Morning Session - 9am to 12pm 

6-9 � Instant Acting

10-13 � FUNdamentals of Improv

10-13 � Stagecraft Costume

Week 3 (July 23-27)
Ages Morning Session - 9am to 12pm

6-9 � Get into the Act!

10-13 � Memorable Monologues

10-13 � Stagecraft Props

Ages Afternoon Session - 1pm–4pm

6-9 � Instant Acting

10-13 � FUNdamentals of Improv

Ages Afternoon Session - 1pm–4pm

6-9 � Get Into the Act

10-13 � Memorable Monologues

Ages Afternoon Session - 1pm–4pm

6-9 � Ya Gotta Start Somewhere

10-13 � On the Scene

Ages Evening Session - 6pm–8pm 

14-18 � Acting and Improv

Ages Evening Session - 6pm–8pm

14-18 � Monologues…Alone

Ages Evening Session - 6pm–8pm

14-18 � Make a Scene

14-18 � Stagecraft Makeup

Save $35 or more…
We want to make this
summer a family affair at
the Civic.  For each full
price class tuition ($85)
we are offering you a
second tuition for just
$50, which can be used for
the same student or
another member of the
family.

For example:
• A student can take a 

morning class for $85 
and take an afternoon 
class the same week for
just $50 

• A student can take a 
class one week for $85 
and another class later 
in the summer for $50 

• A student can take a 
class for $85 and 
another member of the 
family can take a class 
at any time for just $50 

We will provide
supervision for students
staying through the lunch
hour. (Students are asked to
bring a lunch.)

If you are enrolling more
than one student, please
visit our website at
www.kazoocivic.com for
additional registration
forms.  Please use a
separate form for each
student, but tabulate all
charges on one form

REGISTRATION FORMSummer ‘07

July 9-28
Ages 9am - 4pm

12-18 � Shakespeare Camp

July 30-August 18
Ages 9am - 4pm

9-13 � Musical Camp

14-18 � Musical Camp

CL
A
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Student’s Name __________________________________________  Age__________ Grade___________________

Parent’s Name___________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (H)_____________________ (W)_____________________ (Mobile) _________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________________________State____________ Zip_____________

First Class qty _______@$85 = ______________  

Second Class qty _______@$50 = ______________ 

Early drop off/late pick up service qty ______ @$25 each week per student= ______________
for class participants 

Summer Camp(s) qty _______@$325 = ______________

Early drop off/late pick up service qty _______@$75 per student= ______________ 
for summer campers        

Late registration fee (After June 25)      qty _______ @$10 per student = ______________

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ ______________

� Check: Payable to Kalamazoo Civic � VISA         � Mastercard   

Acct. No.______________________________________________Exp. Date_______________________

Signature______________________________________________________________________________

Return to: Civic Youth Theatre Classes, 329 South Park, Kalamazoo, MI 49007. Or Fax 343-0532.
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10-13 � Stagecraft Scenery (This is a two-week class; 2nd week held July 16-20)
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CLASS SCHEDULESummer ‘07

Scholarship applications and registration forms are available online at www.kazoocivic.com

Get into the Act
This introductory level 
class is a great way for our
youngest actors to “test
the waters.”  It is designed
to expand the child's
imagination and increase
concentration and self-
confidence.
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Ya Gotta Start
Somewhere
Through a series of creative
games and fun exercises,
students will learn the
basics of character creation
and be introduced to all the
cool technical elements of
theatre.

Instant Acting
This is the perfect class 
for those youngsters who
want to play and have
fun while exploring their
creativity. Improv games
and exercises will be
tailored to enhance the
abilities of those participating.  

On the Scene
Focusing on scene work,
this popular class offers
participants a chance 
to work on character
development and script
analysis while learning
the importance of focus,
attention and interaction
with other actors.

FUNdamentals
of Improv
Imagination and resourcefulness,
two important tools for
any good actor, will be
developed through this
innovative approach to
acting.  It's going to be
fast and fun and most of
all it's going to challenge
participants to think on
their feet. No acting or
improv experience is
necessary.  

Memorable
Monologues
How do you choose the
perfect monologue for
an audition?  And once
you've chosen it, what
does it all mean? This
class will help students
sort out all the questions
and provide lots of
helpful techniques that
can be used in the
preparation and presentation
of an impressive monologue. 

Acting and Improv
This dynamic class provides
students with an opportunity
to explore a more in depth
approach to character
creation through the use of
improvisation. Although it is
an introductory class, the
pace will be determined by
the skill level of the
participants.  

Monologues…
Going it Alone
Students will study age
appropriate material as
they prepare and present a
monologue suitable for
auditions. Script analysis,
focusing on character and
circumstance, will enable
participants to dig deeply
into the subtext as they
bring the words on the
page to life. 

Make a Scene
This popular class looks at 
character development and
the study of subtext
through scene work. As
they prepare and present
scenes, students will be
introduced to the concepts
of dramatic structure and
character interaction. All
actors, from beginning to
experienced, are welcome. 

ARE
AVAILABLE!

SC
HOLARSHIPS

application deadline 
is June 25.

Whether you’re experienced or just starting out, you’ll have fun and enhance
your theatrical skills...and best of all, our educational classes are taught by
theatre professionals.

Stagecraft 
Costumes or Props
For the first time we will
be offering a series of
classes focusing on the
design and construction
of costumes or props.
Participants will work
“hands on” with our
designers while expanding
their creativity in the
shop.  All material costs
are included in the price
of tuition.

Stagecraft
The art of MAKEUP
DESIGN and application
will be explored in this
introductory course.  While
working with everything
from old age makeup to
latex scars and false
moustaches students will
learn how to enhance
character creation through
the proper use of makeup
application.  The cost of all
materials is included in the
price of tuition.  

Stagecraft Scenery 
This TWO-WEEK class 
will be offered Mon-Fri, 
July 9-20. Participants will
work with tools and
techniques utilized during
scenic construction. This
will include being intro-
duced to hand and power
wood-working tools, and
painting tools. All material
costs are included in the
price of tuition.

For your convenience, we offer early drop off and pick up for class participants. You may drop your
student(s) off up to one hour prior to the scheduled class time and pick them up to one hour after the
scheduled class time. The charge for this service is $25 and advanced registration is required.
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Musical Theatre Camp:  
Gotta Sing! Gotta Dance

9am to 4pm   •   Mon thru Fri   •   July 30 -  August 18
Section A - Ages 9 - 13   •   Section B - Ages 14-18

Camp Fee: $325

It's time to clear your throat, lace up your dancing shoes and get
ready to stop the show! While taking a fun-filled look at ground-
breaking musicals from Oklahoma! to Wicked, campers will
perform songs that have made Broadway  history.  In addition,
they will take a peak behind the scenes at the technical elements
that go into making a successful musical.  On August 18th, after
three dynamic weeks of instruction, rehearsal and tech work,
campers will offer an all singing, all dancing presentation
featuring the best of Broadway.  This camp has proven to be so
popular that we will be offering two sessions this summer. One
session will be offered to students between the ages of nine and
thirteen and the other will be available to students between the
ages fourteen and eighteen.

Shakespeare Camp:  
Scenes from The Tempest

9am to 4pm   •   Mon thru Fri
July 9 - 28   •   Ages: 12-18 • Camp Fee: $325

Instructor Zac Thompson will take students to the magical world of
Shakespeare as he helps them break down one of the Bard's most
popular plays into bite size pieces.  As they rehearse scenes and dig
into monologues, campers will learn to decode Shakespeare's
language, and find the real meaning behind all the big words.  And,
to top it off, students will explore all the technical elements that go
into putting on a show.  Sure to delight and amaze your young actor,
this exciting three week camp will culminate on July 28th with a
presentation of scenes and monologues from The Tempest.

CAMPER PARENTS: For your convenience, we offer early drop off
and pick up for camp participants. You may drop your student(s) off early
as 8:00 am and pick them up late as 5:00 pm. The charge for this service
is $75 and advanced registration is required.

Scholarship and registration forms are online at www.kazoocivic.com

CAMP SCHEDULESummer ‘07


