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Rising Above Adversity
wo countries. Two cultures.

Two languages. Is this too
much for a young girl to
overcome? Esperanza might
have thought so but, put
to the test, she proves to
be stronger and more
resourceful than she would
ever dream. This beautifully
written stage adaptation of
the award-winning children's
novel is the story of a wealthy
Mexican girl whose privileged
existence is shattered when
tragedy strikes. Forced to
flee her country and work
in a migrant labor camp,
Esperanza learns to rise above
her difficult circumstances
and discover what she's
truly made of. Set during
the great depression of the
1930's, Esperanza Rising is
the hopeful tale of one
young girl's triumph over
adversity.

Directed by CeCe Weeks,
the talented cast is comprised
of Civic Youth Theatre
veterans Megan Cochrane,
Kylee Kynaston, Kadie
Alpers, Tevin Monroe, Luis
Basurto, Erika Ackerman,
Nora Carpenter, Edwin
Basurto and Sky Lester as
well as Civic newcomers
Claire Kavanaugh, Madeline
Ohman, Meagan Baker,

Acacia Costales, Sydney
Gonser, Felippe Santos,
Amelia Walker, Melinda
Wielinga, Ella Ackerman,
Cindy Duhart, Amethyst
Stewart, Shaundell Jackson,
Kathalyn Nic, Brooke
Boyd, Laura Wielinga, and
Elimey Duhart.

Ximena Davis and Erica
Brockway, who are making
their Civic debuts, along
with Mary Landreville and
Jasmine Franklin will be
featured in the Mariachi band.

Returning to the Civic as
part of the hard working
crew are Amber Lester,
Brianna Herter, Keith Lussier,
Liz Barnes, Cameron
Andrews, Kristin Sturdy,
Abigail Snow, Jessica
Rushlau, Shelby Lussier,

Andrew Carpenter, Abbie
Burtis, Natalie Marie Sturdy.
First time crew members
include Devyn Phillips,
Sydne Gernaat, Erika Bo,
Kathie Longstroth, Lauren
Jess, Nick Pryor, Elizabeth
Blanchard, Andrea Kelly
and Hannah Wiest.

Uplifting and entertaining,
Esperanza Rising is a
production that will be
enjoyed by all members of
the family. Tickets are now on
sale and can be purchased by
calling the Box Office at
343-1313 or visit us at
www.kazoocivic.com.

As always we offer special
group rates.

BOX OFFICE: 269-343-1313 BUSINESS OFFICE: 269-343-2280 WEB: www.kazoocivic.com

329 South Park Street | Kalamazoo | Michigan | 49007

T

fri nov 7 7pm
sat nov 8 1pm
sat nov 8 4pm
sun nov 9 2pm
tue nov 11 9:30am
wed nov 12 9:30am
wed nov 12 12pm
thu nov 13 9:30am
thu nov 13 12pm
fri nov 14 7pm
sat nov 15 1pm
sat nov 15 4pm

For TICKETS call

269-343-1313
or visit us online at

www.kazoocivic.com
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Brunch
at the 

Park Club
It’s going to be a wonderful 

opportunity for children of all ages 
to enjoy a Willy Wonka inspired 

menu featuring a wide assortment 
of confectioner’s treats.  

For reservations or additional 
information 

call the Park Club at 

381-0876
or

www.parkclub.net

We hope you’ll join us on 

Sunday,
November 23rd

for a very special

FIRST REHEARSAL
Monday, December 1, 2008

PERFORMANCES
January 30 - February 15, 2009

DIRECTOR
Craig Gibson

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Marie Kerstetter

CHOREOGRAPHER
Craig Gibson



In 1945 we established an intern
program that was the first of its
kind in the nation. The first intern
hired was Betty Ebert, who later
married Jack Ragotzy. Together
they founded the Barn Theatre.
Another former intern, James
Pentecost, has gone on to stage
manage the Broadway productions
of Romance Romance and LaCage
aux Folles. In additon, Mr. Pentecost
served as Production Supervisor
for the Broadway revival of Gypsy
starring Tyne Daly and produced the
Disney film Pocahontas.

Tina Newhouser, a Civic intern
from 1992 - 1994 stage managed
Say Goodnight Gracie on Broadway
and was part of the stage man-
agement team for the Broadway
musical The Boy From Oz, starring
Hugh Jackman. Civic intern Amy
Jackson (2000 - 2002) worked on
the design team for The Oprah
Winfrey Show. And, as you may
know, our Managing Director
Kristen Chesak and Artistic
Director Morrie Enders began their
careers as Civic interns.

Over the years our intern

program has grown in scope. We
recruit and interview candidates
from all over the country to fill
internship positions, which are
offered as nine or twelve month
contracts, based on the position.
Upon completion of their first
season, interns may apply to renew
their contract for a second year.

From the first concept meeting
for an upcoming production
through strike, our interns
contribute to the creative process.
This valuable program provides a
transitional step between one’s
formal education and a professional
career. It’s an opportunity for
an intern to put into practice
the fundamentals learned in the
educational arena.

We currently employ the talents
of seven interns. Our second
year Stage Management Intern,
Joshua D. Stewart is originally
from Tolono, Illinois. He is a proud
graduate of Illinois State University.
Returning to our costume shop
is second year Costume Design
Intern Nicole Peckens, a

Kalamazoo native, who, as a high
school student, was a member of
our Apprentice Program. Joining
Nicole is first year Costume
Design Intern Kimberly Maida, a
graduate of Rhode Island College.

A graduate of Columbus State
University, Rebecca Leigh Jeffords
is our second year Lighting and
Sound Design Intern. K. Rose
James, our first year Technical
Direction Intern, is from Portland,
Maine. She earned her degree in
Technical Theatre from Evergreen
State College.

We are pleased to be welcoming
two first year Scenic Design
Interns to our staff. Coral Hurley
is a recent graduate of the
University of Minnesota. Originally
from Arizona, Douglas Clarke
graduated from Arizona State
University.

One only has to spend a little
time with these seven talented
artists to appreciate the contribution
they will make to the Civic. Please
join us in welcoming them in to the
Civic family.

RAGTIME, the musical

You won’t want to miss this
exciting chance to receive FREE
coaching for your upcoming
auditions. Whether you’re looking for
help with singing or acting you’ll
find it here. And best of all, there
is a workshop tailored to every-
one’s needs – from beginner to the
most experienced.

ADVANCED REGISTRATION
REQUESTED.

Your advanced registration will be
very helpful in the preparation of
this exciting workshop. Please take
a few minutes to check out the
workshop information and registra-
tion form found on our website.
We’re looking forward to helping
you be as prepared as you can be.

FREE
AUDITION WORKSHOPS

Saturday, November 1
12:00pm-5:00pm � Carver Center[

Additional information and registration forms available at

www.kazoocivic.com

Meet the Interns

[
Pictured (Left to Right): Rebecca Jeffords, Joshua D. Stewart, Coral Hurley,
Douglas Clarke, K. Rose James, Nicole Peckens and Kimberly Maida




