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AUDITIONS

AUDITION DATES
Sunday, September 28th at 6:00pm
Monday, September 29th at 6:00pm

CALLBACKS
Wednesday, October 1st at 6:00pm

LOCATION
The Carver Center – 426 South Park St.

(Those auditioning are encouraged to 
arrive thirty minutes prior to audition time.)

CASTING
Seeking 16 to 18 men and women 
ages 50 and up 

REQUIREMENTS
Those auditioning will be asked to prepare 16-32 bars of a song.
Please bring sheet music an accompanist will be provided. Your
audition selection does not need to be memorized.  If you are unable
to prepare an audition song selection will be available and taught 
at auditions.

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE
Rehearsals will be held Monday through Friday from 5:30pm-
7:00pm October 13th - November 13th.

PERFORMANCES
November 14th – November 22nd 

AUDITION PREP
FREE Inside the Civic Audition Workshops
Saturday, September 13th, 2014
Technical Workshop: Scenic Painting & 
Grand Ole Music Audition Workshop

DIRECTOR/MUSICAL DIRECTOR
Hal Hobson

To register or for more information visit

www.KazooCivic.com
or call the Director of Volunteers at 

269-343-2280 x1006
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ADVANCE 

REGISTRATION 

IS REQUESTED

How-w-w-DEE-E-E-E!” Welcome to our tribute to the
Grand Ole Opry and the incredible artists who have

called it “home”.  Featuring country, bluegrass, gospel and
some good old-fashioned comedy, this original musical
revue will celebrate the work of country legends like Patsy
Cline, Loretta Lynn, Minnie Pearl and Charlie Pride as well
as the contemporary chart-toppers who have followed in
their footsteps.  You’ll be clapping along as we transform
the Parish Theatre into the Ryman Auditorium!

November 14 – November 22
THE PARISH THEATRE  |  MUSICAL

“
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1. Would you describe the Senior Class Reader’s Theatre 
program?

“It's for actors and singers who are over 50, to give them an opportunity
to showcase their talents and gifts.  In the fall, we produce a thematic
musical revue, and in the spring we present a staged reading of a drama.
The style is Reader's Theatre, so books are held in hand as the actors
perform.  The lines are learned, but do not have to be memorized.
Costumes, character and movement are incorporated to evoke the
appropriate settings.”

2. What is your concept for ‘Grand Ole Music’?

“This revue celebrates the performers who graced the stage of the Ryman
Auditorium for the Grand Ole Opry radio program, and also features those
who came later, who were influenced by the Opry sound and style.  The
songs have roots in bluegrass and gospel, with cowboy and hillbilly 
elements thrown in!  The play will run in two acts, with an intermission.”

3. Who are some of the iconic singers / groups you will 
draw on for this production? 

“The Carter Family, Hank Williams, Ernest Tubb, Elvis Presley, Patsy
Cline, Porter Waggoner, Patty Page, Roger Miller, Eddy Arnold, John
Denver, Statler Brothers, Tammy Wynette, Dolly Parton, Tanya Tucker,
Johnny Cash, and more!”  

4. What are some of the songs you will hear in this
production?

“Will the Circle Be Unbroken, Hey, Good Lookin', I Can't Stop Loving You,
Your Cheating Heart, Love Me Tender, Crazy, Green, Green Grass of
Home, King of the Road, Tennessee Waltz, Keep on the Sunny Side, Turn
the Radio On, San Antonio Rose, Hello Mary Lou, Stand By Your Man,
Jolene, Delta Dawn, Ring of Fire, and more.” 

5. Do you plan on using any of the old comic sketches 
from the Grand Ole Opry in the show?

“Absolutely!  We will feature Grandpa Jones, Archie Campbell and of
course, Minnie Pearl!  How-dee!  There are also some songs of humor-
ous nature, like "If You've Got the Money, Honey" and "Too Old to Cut
the Mustard".”

6. Will there be any movement or dance in the production?

“Yes, we will be incorporating some dancing and movement - some
square dance steps, etc.  If a singer has trouble moving, though, I would
still encourage them to audition.  It is not required that everyone in the
cast is a dancer, and allowances will be made to accommodate any
mobility issues.”  

7. How should one best prepare for auditions?

“The best way to prepare is to choose a song from within the style, get
the sheet music to the song, and sing it a lot!  Preferably with an accom-
panist, so you're used to hearing the cues to start and stop.  The more
familiar you are with your song, its words, meanings and emotions, the
more comfortable you will be at auditions.  For anyone who does not
have a song in time for auditions, we will be using "Will the Circle Be
Unbroken", which will be taught as a group, then sung individually.
Also, do some research into the songs, styles and history of the Opry.
There are lots of clips on You Tube to help.”

8. Can I participate if I am not a soloist?

“Most of the people who are auditioning are usually hoping for a solo of
their own, and I try to give each cast member their moment to shine on
stage.  If you see yourself more as a group singer, I'd urge you still to
audition.  There are songs that are performed as a group or duet or trio,
that may make you feel more comfortable.  Part of the experience in
performing in a production is to improve your skills, and gain confidence
in performing.”

HAL HOBSON
Director of 

Grand Ole Music

MEET THE
DIRECTOR

Hal moved to Kalamazoo from Lansing
over 16 years ago. Local audiences
have enjoyed his performances in Side
by Side by Sondheim at The New Vic
Theatre, The Yellow Boat for WMU and
Forever Plaid, Plaid Tidings at Farmers
Alley Theatre. In addition to Broadway
Bound and Brighton Beach Memoirs,
Hal has also been featured in our 

productions of Nuncrackers, The Baker’s Wife, Mame and Ragtime, the
Musical. He has created and directed our tremendously successful
Senior Class Reader’s Theatre productions of Songs from the Silver
Screen and Vintage Vegas. “Thanks to Peter for his support.”

HAL HOBSON
Director

B I O G R A P H Y

(continued on page 3)
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9. What will the rehearsal process be like?

“Rehearsals for the Senior Reader's Theatre are earlier in the evening
and not as long as for our main stage plays.  They run from 5:30 pm -
7:00 pm, Monday through Friday. It is unlikely that you would be called
to rehearse all 5 days of the week.  Usually 3 days a week, or 4 at the
max, until we have the whole show put together.  Once we get closer to
the performance dates, however, everyone will need to be available for
most all the rehearsals, and certainly during the week prior to the show.
In rehearsals, you will be working with the director and the music 
director to learn your song, stage the movement of the song, and work
on the full-cast numbers that open and close each act of the show.” 

10. How do you “act” a country song?

“Ask yourself questions like: What kind of a person is singing the song?
What's their background?  What is the person experiencing or going
through at the time?  What style of song is this - comedic? Heartbreak?
Romance? Feel-good? Dance?  Is there a story line to the song?  What
happened first, next, at the end?  Can I relate this song's story to a 
similar experience in my own life?”

11. What is your wish for volunteers who participate in 
‘Grand Ole Music’?  

“As an ensemble, we always have a great time working on the songs
and staging the production.  There is a joyous camaraderie, and supportive
spirit that exists.  Theatre is truly a collaborative art, each person refining
their piece of the puzzle to make a dazzling whole, and that's a great
experience to be a part of.”  

HAL HOBSON
Director of 

Grand Ole Music
(continued from page 2)

MEET THE
DIRECTOR


