
Study Guide 

COMMON CORE & ARTS CURRICULUM Standards In Focus  
 

READING STANDARD FOR LITERATURE 7: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story stays faithful to or departs from the text or 
script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors. 

 
SPEAKING & LISTENING STANDARD 1: Comprehension and Collaboration 
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade appropriate topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
 
ARTS EDUCATION—THEATRE Standard 3: Analyze, describe and evaluate works of art.  
ART.T.III.1 Understand characters’ thought process during dramatic scenes. 
ART.T.III.4 Suggest and implement alternative characters, settings, or events after viewing or participating  
  in a performance. 
ART.T.III.7 Question emotions and thoughts evoked by performance. 

Based on the 

book by  

Dr. Seuss 
 

 

 

Originally  

produced by the  

National Theatre 

of Great Britain 

Big ideas...  
Play.  Making choices.  Standing up for yourself. Rhyming. Creativity. Balance. Control.  
Opposites. Thinking “out of the box.” Rainy Days. 



        Welcome to  
 

“It’s fun to have fun but you have to know how,” said the Cat in the Hat.   
 

With fun rhyming words and catchy rhythm, this story has been delighting young readers for years.  Now on stage, you will 
hear every single word as it is in the book...only now it will be brought to life off of the page!  Even the littlest audience 
member will enjoy seeing the live action story and have fun responding to the show afterwards.  For all you educators, 
what a great way to get your class (no matter their age) involved in some creative thinking and activities! 
 

Research has shown that as the brain develops there is a need to educate the whole child through shaping key academic, 
social and critical thinking skills.  The Arts are vital to the teaching of empathy, emotional intelligence, imagination, crea-
tivity and introducing ideas that challenge us to see the world in a different way.  By exposing yourself, family, and  
students to live theatre, you are helping to expand their imagination and education.   
 

We at the Civic (And the over 40 volunteer youth that are involved as actors and crew members on this production!) hope 
that your audience experience sparks discussion between friends, classmates and families that will get imaginations   
working and put a creative component in your communication! 
 

Nicki Poer 
Director of Education & Outreach 

The One and Only… 

Dr. Seuss! 
Dr. Seuss’s real name was Theodor Seuss Geisel. He loved to read, draw, and 
make up silly stories as a child. He drew cartoons and wrote stories all 
through school and college.  He started signing his cartoons as “Seuss.”  
 

In 1937 Dr. Seuss wrote and illustrated a children’s book called And to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street.  
Although it was rejected twenty-eight times before it was finally published, children loved the book, and it became a 
huge success. Many wonderful storybooks followed. 
 

In 1954 a Life magazine article noted that books for beginning readers should be as much fun as the storybooks written 
by Dr. Seuss. So someone asked him to write a book for beginning readers. In preparation, Dr. Seuss read a list of easy 
words over and over. But it was hard to write a story with so few words. He almost gave up. Then he read the list one 
more time. The first two words that rhymed became his title: The Cat in the Hat. Dr. Seuss drew a cat with a tall, striped 
hat. Suddenly the story started to fall into place! But it was not easy. “Writing books for kids is hard work, a lot harder 
than most people realize,” Dr. Seuss observed.  
 

It took him over a year to write and draw the story of The Cat in the Hat. And what a story it was: the cat was full of mis-
chief! Kids couldn’t wait to turn the pages to find out what happened. The Cat in the Hat was easy to read, but more im-
portant, it made learning to read fun. 
 

This groundbreaking book was published in 1957. It was so successful that it launched a new career for Dr. Seuss, as pres-
ident and editor in chief of Beginner Books. This new division of Random House was created to develop fun,  
easy-to-read books for children.  The cat became its symbol, and Dr. Seuss often said that cats seemed to follow him  
everywhere for the rest of his life.  
 

Over his lifetime, Dr. Seuss never stopped doing what he loved to do most: writing, drawing, and having fun! His books 
are still favorites of children and their parents everywhere, and his stories will continue to delight readers for years to 
come.           (Biography from Dallas Children’s Theatre  www.dct.org) 



BEHIND THE SCENES OF Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat  
All of the actors that you will see onstage are between the ages of 9-18 years old; all of the people on the 
crews are also between the ages of 9-18—read below to find out more information on what the crews do. 

 

Stage Management 
The Stage Manager and Assistant Stage Managers begin their job generally about 8 weeks before auditions by  
attending design meetings for the production.  They also help facilitate auditions and callbacks.  During the early part 
of rehearsals, the Stage Manager’s primary responsibility is to record blocking, which is the movement of the actors 
on the stage.  Throughout rehearsals it is also the stage manager’s responsibility to help coordinate the placement 
and movement of all hand props as well as the placement and movement of furniture.  The Stage Manager is the com-
munication hub of a production.   
 

Lighting Crew & Light Crew Chief 
The Lighting Crew hung and patched all of the lighting instruments for the pro-
duction.  The Light Crew Chief is the light board operator for the entire run of 
the production. 
 

Sound Crew 
The Sound Crew created most of the sound effects for the production.  They 
then attended rehearsal to make the sounds happen at the same time as the 
action on stage. 
 

Costume/Makeup Crew 
The Costume & Makeup Crew is responsible for helping to construct costumes 
and help out with quick changes and repairs during the show run.    
 

Paint Crew 
The Paint Crew has participated in the complete process of painting set and 
props.   This crew’s job is finished prior to the run of the show and they are 
able to watch the production from the audience. 

 

Properties Build Crew 
The Props Crew had the task of collecting and building the props used in the show—they built many of the pieces you 
see onstage! Props consist of anything that an actor interacts with on stage as well as furniture and set dressings like 
curtains and pictures on the wall. 
 

Scenery Construction Crew 
We are proud to say that the Set Crew was very active in the construction process for the past five weeks.  They were 
here Monday-Friday from 4-6 PM to work on building the scenery.  This crew is very active in the Scene Shop and 
learned how to use many different tools—they even welded!   
 

Scenery/Props Run Crew 
This crew is very busy during the show—after you see it, you will understand why!  There are so many pieces of scen-
ery flying in and out and lots of props to take care of.   
 

Publicity/Usher Crew 
This hard-working crew began their work over four weeks before the production opened.  This crew put together the 
activity book that you will receive after the production.  This crew becomes the front of house staff for the run of the 
production.  They usher every performance and help to ensure that the audience (patrons) have an enjoyable experi-
ence. 

These hard-working crews keep the production running! 
Do you think that you would like to be onstage performing or backstage on a crew?   

If you are between the ages of 9-18 years old—go to www.kazoocivic.com for more info! 



Contact Us… 
Encourage your students to contact us and tell us  

what they thought of the play.   
 

We would love to read some of the writing inspired by the prompt in this study guide!   
 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre 
ATTN:  Nicki Poer 
329 S. Park Street 

Kalamazoo, MI 49007 
 

The Director of Education & Outreach is available for workshops before or after the production. 
Please contact Nicki Poer at education@kazoocivic.com or (269) 343-2280 X 1117. 

Before, After & In-Between 
BEFORE 
Prepare to see the play… 
 Read the book The Cat in the Hat. 
 Discuss how you think the Cat might do some of the tricks that he does. In a book, it is possible to draw a pic-

ture of anything but in real life, it will require some tricks for an actor to balance on a ball. 
 Design the scenery and back up the choices that you make by using the book. 
 Make sure everyone understands proper audience etiquette—sit quietly but laugh or clap when appropriate. 
 And make sure everyone knows that the lights go out in theatre but they always come back on!   
 

IN-BETWEEN 
Engage as an audience… 
 Pay attention to the Boy and Girl.  How does their story “get away” from them? 
 Watch the Kittens and the Things—notice that they all help the Cat but what are the differences in their jobs? 
 Who do you think the Narrator is?  Based on his voice, what do you think he looks like?  How old is he? Why is 

he telling you this story? 
 

AFTER 
Reflect on your experience… 
 What was the first thing you noticed when you entered the theater? What did you notice first on the stage? 
 What about the set? Draw or talk about things you remember. Did the set change during the play? How was it 

moved or changed? Was there any space besides the stage where the action took place? 
 How did the lights set the mood of the play? How did they change throughout? What do you think “house 

lights” are? How do they differ from stage lights? Did you notice different areas of lighting? 
 What did you think about the costumes? Do you think they fit the story? What things do you think the    
       costume designers had to consider before creating the costumes? 
 Was there music in the play? How did it add to the performance? 
 What about the actors? Do you think they were able to bring the characters to life? Did you feel caught up in 

the story? What things do you think the actors had to work on in order to make you believe they were the 
characters? 


