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My Fair Lady
September 26 – October 12
The Civic Auditorium
page 8

Shrek, the Musical
November 28 – December 14
The Civic Auditorium
page 9

86TH SEASON

Lend Me a Tenor
January 9 – January 24
The Civic Auditorium
page 10

The Who’s Tommy
January 23 – February 7
The Parish Theatre
page 11

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
March 6 – March 22
The Parish Theatre
page 12

Stepping Out
March 20 – April 4
The Civic Auditorium
page 13

Richard III 
April 10 – April 25
The Parish Theatre 
page 14

Crazy for You
May 1 – May 16
The Civic Auditorium
page 15

2014-2015

Unplug... and Reconnect
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CIVIC YOUTH THEATRE

SENIOR CLASS READER’S THEATRE

I Was a Rat!
October 17 – October 25

The Parish Theatre
page 19

The Hobbit
February 20 – February 27

The Civic Auditorium
page 20

Anne of Green Gables
May 15 – May 23

The Parish Theatre
page 21

Grand Ole Music
November 14 – November 22

The Parish Theatre
page 22

A Piece of My Heart
April 24 – May 3

The Carver Center Studio
page 23

with Theatre

The Sunshine Boys
June 13 – June 22

The Civic Auditorium
page 7

SPECIAL EVENT

Receive a FREE Admission with the purchase 
of a 2014-2015 Season Subscription
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FRIENDS OF THE CIVIC
Welcome to our 86th season! Live theatre 
is truly a special experience, and we thoroughly
enjoy being the place in which so many come 
to share their time, talents and treasures with their
friends and family.  By taking advantage of our 
season subscription, you can be a part of this 
experience and enjoy live theatre at a great price.  

The average American spends 9 hours a day in
front of a screen of some form.   We can 
communicate virtually anywhere and access 
information in a blink of an eye.  However, in the
midst of this digital age, it is easy to find ourselves
feeling disconnected from each other and 
constantly at the mercy of technology.  So here 
at the Civic, we invite you to take some time 
to unplug and reconnect with your community.
And our 86th season line-up provides the 
perfect opportunity to do so. 

You have in front of you your guide to the best
community theatre in town.  I’m sure you will agree
that we have put together a stunning season of
show stopping musicals, gritty dramas, and laugh
out loud comedies; all for your enjoyment.  

4

Unplug... and Reconnect
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You may find it difficult to choose which of the 
fabulous fourteen offerings to attend this season.
That’s why our subscription packages are flexible 
and friendly – allowing you to pick your shows, 
pick your nights and all for an unbeatable price 
(seriously – try to find a better deal in town). 

The Civic has had the honor of being your community
theatre for 85 years – making fun, affordable theatre
accessible to all.  I hope you will take advantage of all
the benefits our subscription has to offer.  Whether
you are renewing your subscription or trying it out for
the first time – you will not be disappointed at the
value or at the opportunity to share a night out with
your family and friends.  

I hope the Civic has been or will become a tradition 
in your family as we continue to offer wonderful 
opportunities to unplug…and reconnect!

Kristen Chesak
Managing Director

5

with Community
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As a subscriber, not only will you save up to 
40% off regularly priced tickets, but you’ll 
also enjoy unbelievable flexibility.  YOU decide
which productions you want to see!  You may 
order tickets for any performance at any time; 
long before they go on sale to the public.  

We all know on occasion, plans change.  
No need to worry.  Subscribers may exchange their
tickets without a penalty or exchange fee.

Whether you enjoy splashy musicals presented 
in the Auditorium or intimate dramas staged in 
the round, you’re in luck.  Your subscription 
admissions can be used for productions presented
in the Auditorium and in the Parish Theatre.

If you can’t use all of your subscription admissions
yourself, you can always share them with a friend.
Either way, you’ll enjoy award-winning theatre 
and the tremendous savings that come with a 
season subscription.

BENEFITS & SAVINGS

Season Subscription

Purchase your subscription before 
June 20th & receive a FREE admission

to our very special production of 
The Sunshine Boys!

Unplug... and Reconnect
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By Neil Simon

JUNE 13 – JUNE 22
THE CIVIC AUDITORIUM | SPECIAL EVENT

Theatre icon Jim Carver returns to
the Civic stage to star opposite 

Art Nemitz and Ben Zylman in one of
Neil Simon’s most popular comedies.

At the pinnacle of Vaudeville, 
Willie Clark (Carver) and Al Lewis

(Nemitz) were the undisputed Kings
of Comedy before splitting 

unceremoniously. When Clark’s
nephew, Ben (Zylman), gets a 

lucrative television offer for Lewis
and Clark to give one last show, the

two are lured into a grudging reunion
and sparks fly in this classic comedy
of showbiz and friendship. Directed

by Sandra Bremer, this is truly going
to be a very special event!

“It’s ham on wry...Simon’s sure footed 
craftsmanship and 

his one liners are as exquisitely 
apt as ever.”

– New York Post 

with Savings
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Book and Lyrics by Alan Jay Lerner
Music by Frederick Loewe 

Adapted from George Bernard Shaw's play and 
Gabriel Pascal's motion picture 'Pygmalion’

SEPTEMBER 26 – OCTOBER 12
THE CIVIC AUDITORIUM | MUSICAL

We are thrilled to be opening our 
86th season with one of the most 
exquisite musicals ever written. 
Professor Henry Higgins loves 
language. Cockney flower girl 
Eliza Doolittle yearns to speak like a
lady. Tempers flare when his curiosity
and her passionate determination
launch a daring social experiment 
designed to turn a lower-class ugly
duckling into a high-society swan—
with unexpected results for both of
them. The “loverly” score includes 
the time honored classics I Could
Have Danced All Night, On the 
Street Where You Live, The Rain in
Spain, Get Me to the Church 
on Time and I've Grown 
Accustomed to Her Face.

“A masterpiece of musical comedy…
A terrific show!”

– New York Daily Mirror

8

Production Sponsors:

Unplug... and Reconnect
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Music by Jeanine Tesori 
Book and Lyrics by David Lindsay-Abaire 

Based on the DreamWorks Animation Motion Picture 
and the book by William Steig

NOVEMBER 28 – DECEMBER 14
THE CIVIC AUDITORIUM | MUSICAL

“SHREKTAKULAR!”
– Sunday Telegram

9

Part romance and part fractured 
fairy tale, this ogre-sized family 

musical is coming to Kalamazoo just
in time for the holidays! We hope

you’ll join our unlikely hero and his
loyal steed Donkey as they embark 

on their quest to rescue the 
beautiful (if slightly temperamental)

Princess Fiona from a fire-breathing,
love-sick dragon.  Throw in a bad
guy with a short temper, a cookie
with an attitude and over a dozen

other fairy tale characters, and
you've got the kind of adventure 

that calls for a real hero. 
Luckily, there's one on hand...and 

his name is Shrek!

Production Sponsors:

with Musicals
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Production Sponsors:

By Ken Ludwig

JANUARY 9 – JANUARY 24
THE CIVIC AUDITORIUM | COMEDY

It's 1934 and the Cleveland 
Grand Opera Company is preparing
to welcome world-famous tenor 
Tito Morelli for a sold-out, one night
only performance of Otello. But 
when the star arrives desperately 
late with his ego and his jealous 
wife in tow, things don't go exactly
according to plan. A double dose 
of tranquilizers, an over-sexed 
soprano, and a mistaken suicide 
note add up to complete chaos! 
What transpires is a furiously paced
comedy with more than a touch 
of the Marx brothers; complete 
with slamming doors and 
laugh-out-loud humor.

“Non stop laughter.”
– Variety

Unplug... and Reconnect
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Production Sponsor:

Book by Pete Townshend
Music and Lyrics by Pete Townshend

Additional Music and Lyrics by John Entwistle and Keith Moon
Book by Des McAnuff

JANUARY 23 – FEBRUARY 7
THE PARISH THEATRE | ROCK MUSICAL

Based on the iconic 1969 rock 
concept album,  Pete Townshend 

and Des McAnuff's tale of 
a young boy's journey from pain 

to triumph is the most electrifying
rock and roll musical experience 

to play in a theatre. The story 
of the pinball-playing, deaf, dumb 

and blind boy who overcomes 
his adversities has inspired, 

amazed, and puzzled audiences for
more than 40 years. With a score 

that includes Tommy Can You Hear
Me, I'm Free, Pinball Wizard and 
See Me, Feel Me, this show is a

must-see for fans of The Who and
musical theatre alike. 

“Not merely an 
entertainment juggernaut…

an emblem of its era”
– The New York Times

2014-2015 Parish Theatre 
season presenter:

with Awe
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By Tennessee Williams

MARCH 6 – MARCH 22
THE PARISH THEATRE  |  DRAMA

Set in the heat of the Mississippi
Delta, Tennessee Williams’ 
explosive Pulitzer Prize winner sends
shockwaves through the theatre as
the Pollitt family gathers to celebrate
Big Daddy’s 65th birthday. Maggie
“the Cat” still burns hot for her 
ex-football star husband, but the 
disinterested Brick retreats to 
the comfort of a whiskey bottle.  
All the while, his money-hungry
brother and sister-in-law plot 
to secure more than their share of 
the family fortune. As the hot summer
evening unfolds, the veneer of 
Southern gentility is eroded away 
by accusations of lies, deception,
sexual desire and greed.

“…a play of tremendous dramatic 
impact…enormous theatrical power.”

– New York Post

2014-2015 Parish Theatre 
season presenter:

Unplug... and Reconnect
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Production Sponsor:

r

By Richard Harris

MARCH 20 – APRIL 4
THE CIVIC AUDITORIUM  |  COMEDY

This good-natured comedy chronicles
the lives of a group of women (and

one man) attending a weekly 
tap-dance class in a dingy church

hall. Each of the eight students, 
ranging from hopeless to barely 

competent, strives to master the 
basics of tap and as the weeks pass,
the class' dancing actually improves.

At first, they’re more interested in 
joking and making friends than 

learning steps and routines, but their
focus sharpens when they learn

they've been asked to dance for a
charity event. In preparing for a real
stage, they must overcome anxiety,

personality conflicts, personal 
problems and some hilariously bad

technique.  Can they do it?

“A surefire winner.”
– New York Daily News

with Excitement
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By William Shakespeare

APRIL 10 – APRIL 25
THE PARISH THEATRE | TRAGEDY

“You’re not just going to 
the theater; you’re experiencing 

what makes it magic!”
– New York Post

14

Richard, Duke of Gloucester is 
determined that he should wear
the crown of England. He has 
already dispatched one king and
that king’s son; now all that stands
in his way are two credulous 
brothers and two helpless
nephews - the Princes in the
Tower. And woe be tide those; 
the women he wrongs or the
henchmen he betrays; who dare 
to raise a voice against him. 
Monstrous, but theatrically electric,
Richard is Shakespeare’s most
charismatic, self-delighting villain,
reveling at every moment in his 
homicidal, hypocritical journey 
to absolute power.

2014-2015 Parish Theatre 
season presenter:

Unplug... and Reconnect
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Music and Lyrics by George Gershwin and Ira Gershwin
Book by Ken Ludwig

Co-Conception by Ken Ludwig and Mike Ockrent
Inspired by Material by Guy Bolton and John McGowan

Originally produced on Broadway 
by Roger Horchow and Elizabeth Williams

MAY 1 – MAY 16
THE CIVIC AUDITORIUM | MUSICAL

As this fun-filled all-singing, 
all-dancing extravaganza unfolds,
stage-struck banker Bobby Child 

is sent to Deadrock, Nevada 
to close down the local theatre. 

But when he falls head over heels
for the theatre owner’s daughter, 

he finds himself putting on 
a top-notch production to save 

the theatre.  Romance, mistaken
identities, and show-stopping 

musical numbers ensue, all adding
up to irresistible fun. The 

incomparable score includes 
the Gershwin favorites

I Got Rhythm, Someone to Watch
Over Me, Nice Work if You 

Can Get It and Embraceable You.

“Wonderful, Wonderful, Wonderful…
Crazy for You is really there!”

– Washington Post

15

Production Sponsors:

with Classics
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◆ Our subscribers love to bring their friends and family 
to the theatre.  That’s why we offer them a $2 discount
on all additional tickets purchased for productions 
presented in the Civic Auditorium or Parish Theatre.

◆ We are very pleased to provide our subscribers with 
tuition discounts on all classes and camps offered 
as part of our Academy of Theatre Arts.

◆ Our subscribers can enjoy the whole season 
or choose specific productions they want to see, 
tailoring a season to their own interests.

◆ Subscribers may reserve tickets for any performance 
at any time, via phone, FAX, mail or email – even 
before they go on sale to the public.

◆ As a subscriber, you may use your subscription 
admissions for productions presented in the Civic 
Auditorium and the Parish Theatre.

◆ Subscribers may use up to two subscription 
admissions (four admissions with a double 
subscription) per production.

◆ Not sure when you might want to see a show?  
No problem. Subscription admissions may be used 
for any performance during the week. If you should 
need to exchange your tickets, you may do so 
without penalty.

◆ If you can’t use all of your admissions, you may 
share them with a friend.
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Purchase your subscription before 
June 20th & receive a FREE admission

to our very special production of 
The Sunshine Boys!

WHO DOESN’T LIKE TO SAVE MONEY?
As a Civic subscriber, you can see any show, 
including My Fair Lady, Shrek, the Musical, 
The Who’s Tommy or Cat on a Hat Tin Roof

for as little as $12.75 per admission.  
That’s a savings of up to 40% off the regular price! 

BENEFITS & SAVINGS
Subscription
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Name _________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________   State_______ Zip_____________

Phone (h) _____________________________ (c) _____________________________

Email__________________________________________________________________

* If you work for, or are retired from, a company that matches 
donations, please include the necessary forms.

Tax Deductible Contribution                    $____________
q Matching donation forms enclosed*

Processing Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.00

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED   $____________

q Check (payable to Kalamazoo Civic Theatre) q Visa© q MasterCard©

Acct. No.______________________________________________________________

Signature___________________________________________ Exp. ______ /______

ORDER ONLINE:
www.KazooCivic.com

MAIL THIS ORDER FORM TO: 
THE KALAMAZOO CIVIC THEATRE

329 South Park St., Kalamazoo, MI 49007

PHONE: 
269-343-1313

FAX: 
269-343-0532

     q DOUBLE ADULT           q SINGLE ADULT
                (16 admissions)                           (8 admissions)    

              $234                          $124
    Qty. ______ Amt. $___________             Qty. ______  Amt. $___________

 q DOUBLE SENIOR (65+)   q SINGLE SENIOR (65+)

          /STUDENT                   /STUDENT
                (16 admissions)                           (8 admissions)    

              $204                            $114
    Qty. ______ Amt. $___________             Qty. ______  Amt. $___________

e! 

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE
Order Form
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YOUTH & SENIOR

One of our goals, as your community theatre, is to
provide volunteers and audience members of all
ages with theatrical experiences of the highest caliber.

Each season, since the early 1940’s thousands of
students from the greater Kalamazoo area have been
entertained and educated through attendance of or
participation in our Youth Theatre program.  For many
of our young patrons, a Youth Theatre production
serves as an introduction to theatre as an art form. 

Students involved in a Youth Theatre production
learn very quickly that it takes a lot of hard work to
put on a show.  As they memorize lines, paint
scenery and collect props, they are also building
friendships and developing self-confidence that will
last them a lifetime.

Our Senior Class Reader’s Theatre program was 
established nine years ago as a way of providing
more performance opportunities for our veteran 
actors.  Needless to say, it has proven to be very
popular with volunteers and patrons alike.  This 
fall our senior class will be presenting Grand Ole
Music, an original musical review that will pay tribute
to the Grand Old Opry.  Next spring this talented
group will stage A Piece of My Heart.

Theatre Programs
Unplug... and Reconnect
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By Barbara Field
Based on the Book by Philip Pullman

OCTOBER 17 – OCTOBER 25
THE PARISH THEATRE | PLAY

Just as the hit musical Wicked
introduced us to a new perspective

on a time-honored tale, so does 
the fun-filled play I Was a Rat.  

Excitement abounds when a furry
little rodent is magically transformed

into a little boy. Given the name
Roger, he faces a series of 

misadventures as he looks for his
place in the strange human world
around him.  Through a series of

mishaps he even manages to get
thrown in jail!  Luckily, Bob, the old
cobbler and his wife, Joan, have a

warm home and welcoming hearts.
If only Roger can stay out of trouble

long enough to enjoy them.

Producing shows with
students ages 9 through High School

CIVIC YOUTH THEATRE

with Laughter
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By J. R. R. Tolkien

FEBRUARY 20 – FEBRUARY 27
THE CIVIC AUDITORIUM  |  PLAY

Between the Dawn of the Faeries 
and the Dominion of Men lives a 
conservative, although content hobbit
named Bilbo Baggins. Like most 
Shirefolk, his main concerns are his
four breakfasts and nine separate 
suppers.  But when the mysterious
Gandalf the Grey arrives in the Shire,
Bilbo’s simple life is turned upside
down.  Reluctantly, the homebody
Bilbo joins a company of dwarves for
the adventure of a lifetime. With 
the Goblin Army close at their heels, 
the band of travelers races to 
uncover the vast treasure guarded by 
the dreaded dragon, Smaug. As he 
embraces this adventurous side of
himself, using his wits and common
sense, Bilbo discovers wisdom and
maturity he never knew he possessed.

Educating and entertaining
students of all ages

CIVIC YOUTH THEATRE

Unplug... and Reconnect
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Book, Music and Lyrics by Janet Yates Vogt and Mark Friedman
Based upon the book 

"Anne of Green Gables" by Lucy Maud Montgomery

MAY 15 – MAY 23
THE PARISH THEATRE  |  MUSICAL

For over a century, readers 
have been captivated by 

Lucy Maud Montgomery’s classic 
tale of a feisty red-haired orphan 
who finds happiness in Avonlea.  

As this heartwarming musical 
adaptation unfolds, the Cuthberts 

are expecting to adopt a boy 
but are in for quite a surprise 

when clever young Anne Shirley 
steps off the train.  Despite her 

penchant for getting into trouble,
Anne also manages to work 

her way into the hearts of 
everyone she meets. Filled with 

wonderful music and timeless 
characters, this is the perfect 

show for the whole family.

Impacting the lives of
young people

CIVIC YOUTH THEATRE

with Adventure
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Production Sponsor:

Designed to meet the needs 
of actors 50 and older. 

SENIOR CLASS READER’S THEATRE

NOVEMBER 14 – NOVEMBER 22
THE PARISH THEATRE | MUSICAL

“How-w-w-DEE-E-E-E!”  
Welcome to our tribute to 
the Grand Ole Opry and the 
incredible artists who have 
called it “home”.  Featuring country,
bluegrass, gospel and some 
good old-fashioned comedy, 
this original musical revue 
will celebrate the work of country 
legends like Patsy Cline, Loretta
Lynn, Minnie Pearl and Charlie Pride
as well as the contemporary 
chart-toppers who have followed 
in their footsteps.  You’ll be 
clapping along as we transform 
the Parish Theatre into the 
Ryman Auditorium!

Unplug... and Reconnect
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Production Sponsor:

Productions are “reader’s theatre” in nature,
lines and lyrics are learned but not memorized.

SENIOR CLASS READER’S THEATRE

By Shirley Lauro

APRIL 24 – MAY 3
THE CARVER CENTER STUDIO | PLAY

This powerful play follows six
women as they relive their 

memories of serving in Vietnam 
during the 1960s. These unsung

heroes were among several 
thousand American women who
volunteered during the Vietnam 
War, serving as nurses, civilian 

humanitarian workers and 
entertainers under frustrating and

harrowing conditions. Their 
compelling choices to serve and 

the lifelong consequences wrought
by their service are played out

against a background of sound 
and imagery, pinpointing the 
significant moments in each

woman’s journey. 

with Heroes
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TO PURCHASE 
YOUR SEASON SUBSCRIPTION: 

Return the enclosed order form, 
or call the Box Office at 

269-343-1313
or visit www.KazooCivic.com

Box Office is open Monday-Friday 10am-6pm, Saturday 2pm-5pm 
and 90 minutes prior to all performances.

SAVE with a Season Subscription
$150 $234 Double Adult
$148 $204 Double Senior (65+)/Student

$68 $124 Single Adult
$62 $114 Single Senior (65+)/Student

Single T icket Savings:
Season Subscribers save $2 on each 
additional ticket purchased.

THURSDAY & SUNDAY PERFORMANCES
PRICE with a Season Subscription

$20 $18 Adult
$18 $16 Senior (65+)/Student
$13 $11 Children 12 & under

FRIDAY & SATURDAY PERFORMANCES
PRICE with a Season Subscription

$24 $22 Adult
$22 $20 Senior (65+)/Student
$13 $11 Children 12 & under

SENIOR CLASS READER’S THEATRE & 
CIVIC YOUTH THEATRE PRODUCTIONS

$7   Senior Class Reader’s Theatre & Youth Theatre      
$5   Youth Theatre Groups of 20 or more

Season 
Subscription 
Savings:
Receive 8 admissions with a single subscription. 
Receive 16 admissions with a double subscription.

Tickets
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