
✩✩✩✩✩✩

AUDITIONS
AUDITION DATES
Sunday, January 11th at 7:00pm
Monday, January 12th at 7:00pm

CALLBACKS
Wednesday, January 14th at 7:00pm 

LOCATION
The Civic Auditorium – The Mainstage Rehearsal Room
329 South Park St.

(Those auditioning are encouraged to 
arrive thirty minutes prior to audition time.)

CASTING
Seeking 9 woman and 1 man ages 16 and up 

REQUIREMENTS
Those auditioning will be asked to read from 
the script and will be taught a short tap 
combination.

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE
Rehearsals will be held Monday through 
Friday from 7:00pm-10:00pm beginning 
February 2nd - March 19th

PERFORMANCES
March 20, 2015 – April 4, 2015 

AUDITION PREP
FREE Inside the Civic Audition Workshops
Saturday, January 3rd, 2015
Noon - 2:15pm
Stepping Out Audition Workshop

DIRECTOR
Sandra Bremer

GENERAL INFORMATION
Scripts are available and may be checked out of the Business
Office with a $5.00 (cash only) refundable deposit.

To register or for more information visit

www.KazooCivic.com
or call the Director of Volunteers at 

269-343-2280 x1006
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ADVANCE 

REGISTRATION 

IS REQUESTED

This good-natured comedy chronicles the lives of a
group of women (and one man) attending a weekly

tap-dance class in a dingy church hall. Each of the eight
students, ranging from hopeless to barely competent,
strives to master the basics of tap and as the weeks
pass, the class' dancing actually improves. At first,
they’re more interested in joking and making friends
than learning steps and routines, but their focus sharpens
when they learn they've been asked to dance for a charity
event. In preparing for a real stage, they must overcome
anxiety, personality conflicts, personal problems and
some hilariously bad technique.  Can they do it?

By Richard Harris

March 20 – April 4
THE CIVIC AUDITORIUM  |  COMEDY

Unplug... and Reconnect!

“A surefire winner.”
– New York Daily News

http://www.kazoocivic.com/audition-registration
http://www.kazoocivic.com/audition-registration
http://www.kazoocivic.com/audition-registration
http://www.kazoocivic.com/audition-registration
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1. In your director’s notes you said you love this play.  
Why?

“Well…first it combines dance and theatre together, two things I can’t
live without.  I love a great play, and I love a great musical.  This play is
also so honest and so English.  Richard Harris wrote such a great script
and really captures the feeling of a community tap class.  Each character
has their own agenda and their own reasoning as to why they are there.
Each comes from different backgrounds and the characters are complex
and funny and in my opinion so REAL.”   

2. What is the physical world of this production including 
scenic and costume elements?

“The play takes place in a North London Church basement described as
“dingy”.  There is a great production number at the end however, so we
get some flash and sparkle.  I’m keeping it set in the time period it was
written.  1980’s!!!  So…the wonderful styles from that decade will reign
on the Civic stage.  Production meetings have been fun looking back at
all those incredible outfits.”

3. Would you describe each character including their 
potential age range?

“MAVIS: the teacher, ex-pro dancer, attractive, 30 - 50, Considerate,
organized and always obviously in charge of the group.
Required: proficient tap-dancer

LYNNE: eager to please, understatedly pretty, never wears make-up,
about 20 - 25, a student nurse. 

DOROTHY: small, anxious, birdlike, between 25 - 45, habit of repeating
other people’s last words… people’s last words.

MAXINE: Confident, attractive, Jewish business woman, big diamond
rings, 30 - 40.

ANDY: (woman), thin, 25 - 40, timid, bullied by her husband.

GEOFFREY: shy, quiet, honest, a bit bumbling, widower, has a crush on
Andy, 30 - 50. Desirable: able to play the piano

SYLVIA: short, bubbly, flirty, over-ample curves! Chews gum all the time,
25 - 40

ROSE: black, larger than life, Trinidadian/Asian, wearing obvious wig,
crucifix around her neck and lots of finger rings, 30 - 50.

VERA: neat, proper, snob, but well-meaning, expensive tastes in clothes
(but doesn’t quite get it right), immaculate hair & make-up aspiring 
middle-class, 35 - 50.

MRS. FRASER: the pianist, 50+, coat & hat, reads magazines, intolerant,
sarcastic, grumpy, believes she is doing everyone a favor just by being
there. Desirable: able to play the piano”

4. Do volunteers need to have previous tap experience to
be considered?

“No…however, they do have to be able to move.  Kathryn Bishop will
be choreographing and teaching the tap.  She is wonderful, and just
recently taught the adult Tap Class for the Civic Academy.  This is a
PLAY; I’m looking for strong actors.  That will be my priority.”  

SANDRA BREMER
Director of 

Stepping Out

WE ASKED THE
DIRECTOR

Sandra is an accomplished actress who has 
performed all over the United States. However,
she started right here in Kalamazoo. Under the
careful and watchful eyes of amazing teachers
and directors like Jim Carver, Kathy Mulay and
Art Nemitz, Sandra honed her skills on the
Kalamazoo Civic and New Vic stages; she is
grateful and owes her career to Kalamazoo's
dedication to the Arts. Sandra toured the 
country in 4 different national tours; Bob
Fosse's Sweet Charity, The Pajama Game, The

Pirates of Penzance and Tintypes. Putting away the suitcase Sandra
settled down in Louisville Kentucky, and became a resident company
member of Derby Dinner Playhouse. Some of her favorite roles
included Mama Rose in Gypsy, Mame in Mame, Fanny Brice in Funny
Girl, Annie Oakley in Annie Get Your Gun and Sheila in A Chorus Line.
She also performed the role of Grizabella in CATS at Beef and Boards
in Indianapolis to critical acclaim. After 25 years of performing and
many, many roles later along with the birth of her beautiful daughter
Bonnie, Sandra set her sights on the other side of the boards 
and began choreographing and directing. She has directed our 
productions of The Sunshine Boys, Irving Berlin’s Annie Get Your Gun,
Nancy Drew: Girl Detective, Smokey Joe's Café, The Musical
Adventures of Flat Stanley, Jr. and All Shook Up. She has also 
directed Bunnicula, Pinkalicious, The Marvelous Wonderettes, Ring of
Fire and The Winter Wonderettes at Farmers Alley Theatre. Additional
credits include Chicago, The Full Monty, La Cage Aux Folles,
Oklahoma!, Cabaret, A Chorus Line, Parade and The Wizard of Oz.
Sandra has a special passion for directing children's theatre. She has
staged four productions of Cinderella for Derby Dinner Playhouse and
The Headless Horseman and The Musicians of Bremen for
CenterStage of Louisville. Sandra is thankful to be back in Kalamazoo
and directing here at the Civic.

SANDRA BREMER
Director

B I O G R A P H Y

Unplug... and Reconnect!

(continued on page 3)



5. How should volunteers prepare for the auditions?

“READ THE SCRIPT!!! Come to the workshop. All the characters in
‘Stepping Out’ are unique.  The break down is very specific with who is
who in the play.  I do want these people to be real and they must be played
with honesty.”  

6. Should volunteers watch the movie?

“Yes, it will help with the overall feel of the play.  However, the movie is
different.  Think of it as a vehicle for Liza, the play is more about ALL the
characters.”  

7. Stepping Out is a comedy. Can you teach funny?  Do you
have any advice on how to play comedy?  

“You can’t really teach funny.  It’s best to have a good script and stay honest.
‘Stepping Out’ is a good script.  Stay true to what the playwright wanted
and the comedy and or drama will happen.”  
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Unplug... and Reconnect!

SANDRA BREMER
Director of 

Stepping Out
(continued from page 2)

WE ASKED THE
DIRECTOR

Unplug... and Reconnect!


