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AUDITIONS AUDITION DATES
ADULTS & YOUTH (ages 9+)
Sunday, November 13th at 7:00pm
Monday, November 14th at 7:00pm

CALLBACKS
Thursday, November 17th at 7:00pm

LOCATION
The Kalamazoo Civic Auditorium - 329 S Park St.

(Those auditioning are encouraged to 
arrive thirty minutes prior to audition time.)

CASTING
We will be seeking a cast of 18 to 20 actors. One role is specifically
written for an African American male. Youth between the ages of 
9-15 will be considered for one male and one female role. Youth
auditioning must be under 5 feet in height.

REQUIREMENTS
Those auditioning are asked to sing 16-32 
measures of a song. Please bring sheet music as an accompanist is
provided. Those auditioning may be taught a dance combination
and may be asked to read from the script.

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE
Rehearsals will be held Monday through Friday 
from 7:00 PM – 10:00 PM beginning 
November 28th - January 26th, 2017

PERFORMANCES
January 27th - February 12th, 2017
(Potential holdover through February 19th)

DIRECTOR / CHOREOGRAPHER
Jay Berkow

MUSICAL DIRECTOR
Courtney Carpenter

GENERAL INFORMATION
Scripts are available and may be checked out of the Business
Office with a $5.00 (cash only) refundable deposit.
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January 27 – February 12
The PARISh   TheATRe •  MUSICAL

Based on the true story of conjoined twins and famed early 20th
century entertainers Violet and Daisy Hilton, Side Show is a
remarkable musical about acceptance, love, and embracing one’s
uniqueness.  Though they are conjoined, they yearn for very 
different lives.  One twin loves the limelight, the other longs for a
simpler life.  Starting out as a circus side show act, they soon
become stars on the Orpheum Circuit.  Violet and Daisy seem to
have everything they have ever wanted.  But the one thing they
don’t have, is the fulfillment of their hearts’ desires.  Side Show
features soulful music, stunningly beautiful lyrics and powerhouse
show stopping numbers.  Side Show is a true story that will touch
audience’s hearts.

Book & Lyrics by Bill Russell
Music by Henry Krieger 

To register or for more information visit

www.KazooCivic.com
or email Volunteer@KazooCivic.com

or call the Director of Volunteers at 
269-343-2280 x1013

Goes right to the heart 
of every emotion without ever 

becoming sentimental.
– Chicago Sun-Times

http://www.kazoocivic.com/audition-registration
http://www.kazoocivic.com/audition-registration
http://www.kazoocivic.com/audition-registration
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1. In your director’s notes you stated that “the story is 
particularly poignant”.  Would you expound on the universal 
themes of the show even beyond the Hilton sisters?

“The musical Side Show is based on the historically true story of the
Hilton sisters, conjoined twins who became nationally famous during
the height of vaudeville, but ended their lives in poverty and obscurity.
While the minority populations in the US continue to battle for equal
treatment and respect, the members of our society that are most often
marginalized are the physically challenged.  This story of isolation,
strength and humanity speaks to all of us.”

2. You’ve also describe the feel of the show like a
“scrapbook”. How is this so?

“The musical tells the Hilton sisters’ story in a non-linear fashion, mov-
ing through their lives while offering flashbacks to earlier events.  There
is definitely a feeling of viewing the story and the period of the musical
as if it is a look back at a familiar time – like a scrap book of the lives
they are leading.”

3. Would you briefly describe the musical’s characters
other than Violet and Daisy?  

“Terry is the entrepreneur who discovers the Hilton sisters at the Side
Show and with the help of a Buddy, a dancer and choreographer
endeavors to make them Vaudeville stars.  Terry is a very confident and
passionate man.  Buddy is a closeted homosexual who truly loves what
he does and the opportunity to make it to the big time.  Jake is an
African American performer working as the Cannibal King in the Side
Show.  He is a close friend of Daisy and Violet’s and follows them to
work on their Vaudeville act.  He is secretly in love with Violet.  Sir is the
owner of the Side Show.  He is a controlling and abusive boss who
treats the “freaks” as less than human and considers them tantamount
to his property.” 

4. What type of volunteers are you looking for in 
the ensemble?

“I am looking for singing actors within the general age range of 16-60
and all physical types.  Some characters do require dancing – but not all.”  

5. What opportunities are there for youth ages 9-15?
“There are two Russian dancers who are little people in the production.
It might make sense to have the roles played by youth under 5’”.

6. Are there any videos, recording’s you’d recommend 
volunteers viewing before auditions?

“Freaks, a film by Todd Browning (1932);
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XzF6k5P7uDo  
(cut version available on Youtube)

Chained for Life, a rather bad low budget movie starring the Hilton 
sisters from 1952; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qJ9TNQvyrA
(available on Youtube)

The Lives and Loves of Daisy and Violet Hilton by Dean Jensen

American Vaudeville by Charles Stein

http://www.charlottemagazine.com/Charlotte-Magazine/July-2008/A-
Tale-of-Two-Sisters/”
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Jay Berkow has served as a Professor of
Theatre and Director of Music Theatre
Performance at Western Michigan University
since 2004.  A frequent director for the Civic,
Jay’s productions include Evita, Into the Woods,
The Who’s Tommy, How to Succeed in Business
Without Even Trying, A New Brain, The Drowsy
Chaperone, and Jekyll and Hyde, The Musical.
Recent productions he has directed at WMU
include Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson, Drood,
The Man of La Mancha, Hair, Ragtime, 9 to 5,
Hairspray, and Caroline, or Change.  A much

sought after professional director and playwright, he is the co-author
and director/choreographer of the Off-Broadway hit Jolson & Co. which
ran for two seasons in NY, has been seen in regional theatres across
the U.S. including the highly praised production at the Theatre at 
the Center, as well as a United Kingdom national tour.   His biographical
musical based on the life of Gene Kelly, What a Glorious Feeling, 
premiered at the Mason Street Warehouse Theatre and has been 
produced at the Theatre at the Center (Chicago), Adirondack Theatre
Festival, Oregon Cabaret Theatre, the Depot Theatre, the Bristol
Riverside Theatre and enjoyed a commercial production in Cape Town,
South Africa.  In collaboration with composer David Ogrin, Jay is
developing a new musical based on the life of Mata Hari.  The show
has received a Broadway workshop produced by Howard Kagan (On
the Town, Porgy and Bess, Pippin).  Jay’s comedy The Cure for Love
was featured at the Barter Theatre as part of their 75th Anniversary
season, as well as in the WMU 2012 season.  Jay has worked with
Terrence McNally, John Kander and Fred Ebb as the director of the 
Off-Broadway revival of The Rink, and directed the Off-Broadway 
productions of Red Hot Mama and The Lady in Penthouse B.  Jay’s
regional credits include Florida Studio Theatre, Indiana Repertory,
Theatre South Carolina, Playhouse on the Square, Adirondack Theatre
Festival, Depot Theatre, Gateway Playhouse, Virginia Repertory,
Connecticut Repertory, Coconut Grove Playhouse, American Stage,
Florida Repertory Theatre, Theatre Works, the Burt Reynolds Theatre,
Riverside Theatre, Circa ‘21 Playhouse, and many others. For ten years
Jay served as Producing Artistic Director for the Clinton Area Showboat
Theatre in Iowa.  He is represented by Bret Adams, Ltd.
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7. Do you have any other suggestions on how volunteers 
should best prepare for auditions?

“Sing a one-minute selection that is similar in style to the score.  You may
sing from the show if you like.  Relax and have fun with the audition.”

8. Why did you want to direct Side Show?
“Since I was fortunate enough to see the original Broadway production of
the show and am friends with Emily Skinner (the original Daisy), I have
been fascinated with this moving and haunting story.  The musical opens
our eyes to an often hidden part of humanity and history.  And the story
both breaks your heart and inspires.”

3

JAY BERKOW
Director of 

Side Show
(continued from page 2)

WE ASKED THE
DIRECTOR

Make Our House Your Theatre Home


