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AUDITIONS AUDITION DATES
ADULTS (ages 16+)
Sunday, November 13th at 7:00pm
Monday, November 14th at 7:00pm

CALLBACKS
Wednesday, November 16th at 7:00pm

LOCATION
The Carver Center - 426 S Park St.

(Those auditioning are encouraged to 
arrive thirty minutes prior to audition time.)

CASTING
We will be seeking a cast of 2 men and 2 women.

REQUIREMENTS
Those auditioning will be asked to read from the script.

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE
Rehearsals will be held Monday through Friday 
from 7:00 PM – 10:00 PM beginning 
November 21st – January 12th

PERFORMANCES
January 13th - January 28th, 2017

DIRECTOR
Art Nemitz

GENERAL INFORMATION
Scripts are available and may be checked out of the Business
Office with a $5.00 (cash only) refundable deposit.
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January 13 – January 28
The CiviC AudiTorium •  ComedY

Empty nesters Greg and Kate have moved back to Manhattan
after 22 years in the suburbs.  But what happens when a
smart, sassy enchanting canine befriends Greg in Central Park?
A modern romantic comedy about a marriage…and a dog, Sylvia
is the funny and heartwarming comedy hit involving loyal dogs,
empty nesters, and of course, true love.  This comedy is a 
wonderful look into the complexities of love and commitment
and demonstrates what it truly means to be devoted to your
partner...and how do you choose between the love of your life
and man’s best friend?

By A.R. Gurney

To register or for more information visit

www.KazooCivic.com
or email Volunteer@KazooCivic.com

or call the Director of Volunteers at 
269-343-2280 x1013

Love dogs or just like to laugh? 
Go! I give it four barks!

– The New York Post

http://www.kazoocivic.com/audition-registration
http://www.kazoocivic.com/audition-registration
http://www.kazoocivic.com/audition-registration
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1. In your Director’s notes you wrote that “Perhaps a
theme, simply stated, could be: ‘Feeling lost? Bereft? 
Unloved? Get a dog!’”.   Would you expound on this?

“At the beginning of the play, Greg is at a watershed moment in his life.
He is middle-aged, he has lost interest in his job, his children are no
longer at home, and his wife is immersed in her own career.  He feels

all of these emotions: lost, bereft, and unloved.  What transforms him
and gives him newfound energy for life occurs when he brings home a
stray mutt, Sylvia.  She supplies the attention, love, and purpose his life
seems to lack.  He feels more positive, he feels younger, he takes more
interest in things, and he has more energy because of the change Sylvia
brings to his life.  The tables, however, are turned as Kate, his wife, sees
the change in her husband, and she begins to feel lost, bereft and
unloved.  It is not until she comes to accept Sylvia as an important part
of her life as well that Greg and Kate can begin the next phase of their
life together.

‘Get a dog’ doesn’t have to be literal, although for some people, a pet is
the answer for any depression or purposelessness they feel.  Anything
(pet, hobby, organizations, etc.) that provides a positive way of giving
someone a purpose in life and provides something to love can be the
catharsis needed for a happier life.”

2. Can you explain the thematic elements concerns
regarding what is ‘natural’ and what is ‘unnatural’?

“In many cases, what is ‘natural’ to one person is ‘unnatural’ to another.
For dog lovers, especially those that have entire wardrobes for their
dogs and who treat them as if they are their children, such actions may
be perfectly natural.  However, this type of bond with their pets is, in
others’ eyes, unnatural, weird, or silly.  To Kate, Greg’s attachment to
Sylvia is unnatural, whereas to Greg, it is perfectly natural.”  

3. How would you describe the play?  Is it a farce?
“‘Sylvia’ is definitely NOT a farce.  Any attempt to make it farcical would
be a mistake.  The humor in the play arises from the audiences’
recognition of the truth of the characters and the situation in which they
find themselves.  Yes, the audience must “suspend their disbelief.”
They must accept that a dog can talk and look like a female person.  But
listen to a dog lover talk to his or her dog.  Is this in any way different
from the way the human characters in the play talk to Sylvia or how the
humans seem to understand what Sylvia says to them?  If the characters
in the play are playing “the truth,” the humor will be evident, and the
audience will react appropriately because they will be able to recognize
the humanity in the characters and in themselves.”

4. Describe each of the characters?
“Greg: A middle-aged, well-educated, upper-middle class, erudite New
Yorker - an unhappily employed currency trader by profession - has lost
his connection to anything real in the world - mild mannered - blithely
goofy about Sylvia - possesses a clueless sweetness - finds Sylvia’s
abject adoration of him irresistible - is in the throes of a mid-life 
existential crisis – becomes obsessed with Sylvia - finds a connection
between her and her natural world and his own “primitive” self - the
dog becomes the replacement for a wife who seems insensitive to his
personal existential crisis - Sylvia becomes the route through which he
divorces himself from everything meaningless in his current life - he
moves from being almost completely checked out on his marriage to
successfully transitioning into the next phase of his life.

Sylvia: A scruffy, Labrador/poodle mutt. The actress needs to find realistic
human actions suggestive of doggy behavior - jumps all over furniture
- slobbers over Greg - innocently adorable - endearing - equal parts
doggy charm and girly sex appeal - embarrassingly primitive instincts -
with Greg, is in a state of total canine happiness - she opens up Greg’s
world - Greg is her “god.”
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(continued on page 3)

ART NEMITZ
Director of 
Sylvia

WE ASKED THE
DIRECTOR

Art is well-known in the community as an actor
and director for the Kalamazoo Civic Theatre,
having made his first appearance on our stage
in 1966 as a “chorus boy” in How to Succeed in
Business Without Really Trying. During his long
career, he has acted in and directed over 200
productions in community theatre, educational
theatre, and in summer stock. For over 15
years, he was a director of the Civic’s summer
KCYT/CST program. For ten years, he directed
Portage’s “Summer Shakespeare-in-the-Park”
series at Celery Flats.  He has served on WMU’s

Theatre Guild and on the board of the Whole Art Theatre.  He currently
sits on the Civic’s Executive Committee and is secretary of the Civic’s
Board of Directors. He is a member of the American Association of
Community Theatres (AACT) and of the Community Theatre Association
of Michigan (CTAM), having served on its board as well as being a Past
President. Art has adjudicated at Michigan AACT-Fests, at Ohio’s OCTA
festivals, and for the SETC in North Carolina. He was the state chair of
the 2013 Michigan AACT-Fest. He has served as AACT rep at festivals
in Pennsylvania and Alabama. He has received a Kalamazoo
Community Medal of Arts by the state of Michigan for his commitment
and contribution to the arts, the Civic’s Larkin Noble Award for lifetime
achievement, and the Dorothy Arnett Volunteer Service Award for his
contributions to the Kalamazoo Civic. In 2003, he was recognized by
AACT as Michigan's outstanding actor for his role in the Civic’s Visiting
Mr. Green. His most recently roles were in the Civic’s productions of
The Sunshine Boys and Lend Me a Tenor. He won first place in the
2015 CTAM Playwriting Contest for his play The Zimmerman Annual
Fourth of July Picnic.

ART NEMITZ
Director

B I O G R A P H Y
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Kate: Attractive - well-groomed - somewhat high strung- wry, yet the
audience should empathize with her - her children have grown and gone
- her “empty nest” provides opportunity for personal freedom to expand her
horizons - too wrapped up in her teaching career to notice her husband 
desperately needs her - her major focus is teaching Shakespeare to middle
school students who could care less - is passively aggressive toward Sylvia
- does not want to be burdened with caring for a dog as she has better
things to do - does not at all understand the Greg/Sylvia bond.

Tom (Man in Park): Savvy dog owner - well-educated - affluent

Phyllis (Kate’s Friend):  A snooty Eastside New Yorker - a wealthy, neurotic
socialite – middle aged. Not a dog lover.

Leslie (Therapist): Sexually ambiguous. Dry, unemotional. Under stress,
loses his/her cool.

My intention is to cast an adult actress as Sylvia and an adult male as
Tom/Phyllis/Leslie as the author intended.”

5. How should volunteers prepare for auditions?
“Having some knowledge of the play or having read the script prior to
auditions would be helpful for those auditioning.  There are clips of the
show on YouTube which might be helpful.  For those women auditioning
for the role of Sylvia, familiarity with how dogs react to stimuli, walk, run,
or get attention would be helpful.  Sylvia does not run around on all fours,
so actresses that can incorporate the mannerisms of dogs while still 
maintaining human posture would be at an advantage.  For those auditioning
for Greg and Kate, age range is important. They are middle-aged adults,
with grown children.  For those auditioning for Tom (straight male) / Phyllis
(upper class adult female/Leslie (androgynous - is it a “he” or is it a “she”?),
the ability to create three separate characters would be something I will be
looking for.”
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